TOWN OF SPRINGFIELD

SELECTMEN’S HALL – 96 MAIN STREET – THIRD FLOOR

REGULAR BOARD OF SELECTMEN MEETING
MONDAY, JANUARY 13, 2014 AT 6:30 PM
_________________________________________________________________________________________
MINUTES
A.
CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL:

Chairman, Kristi Morris, called the meeting to order at 6:35 PM.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Roll Call taken.

Board Members Present:  David Yesman, Vice-Chairman, Michael Knoras, Chairman, Kristi Morris, Stephanie Thompson and Peter MacGillivray. 

Also Present:  Town Manager, Robert Forguites, Comptroller, Jeffrey Mobus, Town Attorney, Stephen Ankuda, and Town Clerk, Barbara Courchesne, Fire Chief, Russell Thompson, Deputy Chief, Scott Richardson, Police Chief, Douglas Johnston, Lt. Mark Fountain, Parks & Rec. Director, Andrew Bladyka, Public Works Superintendent, Jeffery Strong, and Assessor, Cy Bailey. 
Chairman, Kristi Morris, called the meeting to order at 6:35 PM.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Roll Call taken.

B.
MINUTES:

1.  Regular Board of Selectmen, Meeting Minutes, December 23, 2013.

2.  Budget Workshop, Meeting Minutes, December 30, 2013.

Chairman, Kristi Morris asked for corrections or changes to the above meeting minutes.  There were none.

MOTION:
Stephanie Thompson moved to approve the Regular Board of Selectmen, Meeting Minutes of


December 23 2013 and Budget Workshop, Meeting Minutes, December 30, 2013 as printed and


distributed.  Seconded by David Yesman.


Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously.
C.
ANY REQUESTED ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA:

Mr. Forguites shared he had been requested to add two items to the agenda, which were;


1.
A proposal to commission a committee of a maximum of five, (5), a minimum of four, (4), Springfield



Residents to submit a report to the Board of Selectmen by June 30, 2014 on the best use of the old



Park Street School and


2.
A proposal to investigate giving Property Tax Relief to Residents that owned and lived in their


property for at least twenty, (20), years.


Peter MacGillivray confirmed with Chairman Morris there is already a Park Street School Committee in existence for the same purpose.  Chairman Morris confirmed yes.  Vice-Chairman, Knoras, also confirmed yes; but stated the current committee is made up of School Board Members and Selectboard Members.  Stephanie Thompson pointed out the current Park Street School Committee was at the recommendation of the current Selectboard Members.  Vice-Chairman Knoras feels the new committee would be out of the political arena; he wants the Town’s people to decide.  Chairman Morris asked if there were objections to having the items added to the agenda.  David Yesman voiced his opinion that this was a waste of time because there is already a committee established.
MOTIION:
Vice-Chairman, Michael Knoras, moved to add to the current agenda, the proposal to commission



a committee of a maximum of five, (5), a minimum of four, (4), Springfield Residents to submit a



report to the Board of Selectmen by June 30, 2014 on the best use of the old Park Street School.



Seconded by David Yesman.


A brief discussion took place between Board Members on the amount of committees in the past that have spent time and energy over this topic.  The current Park Street School Committee has even had challenges with members changing.  Stephanie Thompson said she would like to see the current committee have a chance to regroup and move ahead.  She also suggested in a month or so to revisit this topic if necessary.


Vote:  1 Yes and 4 No (K. Morris, P. MacGillivray, S. Thompson, and D. Yesman) MOTION FAILED.


Vice-Chairman Knoras stated the purpose of his request was so he could get a petition started so this proposal could go on the ballot.


Chairman Morris started in on the second item requested to be added to the agenda.  He wanted to know if there were objections.  David Yesman said he thought it was a wonderful idea, but questioned who would pay for the new budget.  The budget we are currently discussing is for $10,000,000.00.  He also pointed out that someone else would have to pay for it; and that isn’t fair to put the extra burden on someone else.

MOTION:
Vice-Chairman, Michael Knoras, moved to add to the current agenda, the proposal to investigate 



giving Property Tax Relief to Residents that owned and lived in their property for at least twenty,


(20), years.  Seconded by David Yesman.


Peter MacGillivray asked Comptroller, Jeffrey Mobus, if he knew off hand how many properties this would effect.  He also went on to state he feels this proposal will make a major impact on taxes.  The obvious thing to do, is increase the Grand List, not decrease it.  Mr. Mobus said the information would come from Land Records.  Mr. MacGillivray wanted to know if that would a massive undertaking.   Mr. Mobus and Ms. Courchesne said it would.  Mr. MacGillivray said that is what he thought, so never mind.  


Vote:  1 Yes and 4 No (K. Morris, P. MacGillivray, S. Thompson, and D. Yesman) MOTION FAILED.

D.
CITIZENS TO ADDRESS THE BOARD:
E.
PRIORITY BUSINESS: 
F.
PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS:  None
G.
BOARDS, COMMISSIONS AND DEPARTMENTAL MINUTES AND REPORTS:


1.  Springfield Housing Authority, Monthly Report of January 7, 2014

2.  Springfield Police Department, Monthly Report of December 2013

3.  Springfield Senior Center, Monthly Newsletter of January 2014


Chairman Morris noted copies of the Springfield Housing Authority, Monthly Report of January 7, 2014, Springfield Police Department, Monthly Report of December 2013, and Springfield Senior Center, Monthly Newsletter of January 2014 could be obtained at the Town Manager’s office.

H.
ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS:  
I.
OLD BUSINESS:


1.  Town Warrant Item – R. E. Tax Exemptions – Robert Forguites reminded us at the last Board of Selectmen’s meeting we had discussed the possibility of having a Town Meeting Warrant Item to give real estate exemption on the construction of new homes.  In answer to the question of the last meeting, in 2004 the Legislature increased $15,000.00 to $75,000.00 the amount a Town could exempt on new home construction.  This increase was initiated by the Town of Springfield.  In March 2005 at Town Meeting there was an Article on giving a $75,000.00 exemption on new building for primary residents, three year exemption on homestead or a working farm building.  The Article was approved by a vote Yes:  882, No: 848.  On March 7, 2006, the same article was voted on and defeated by a vote of Yes:  794, No: 865.  Mr. Forguites went on to say, during the one, (1), year period ten, (10), properties qualified for exemptions in amounts from $48,100.00 to $75,000.00.  Obviously, we don’t know how many of these homes were built because of this exemption.  If the Selectboard wishes to have this voted on again, he assumes the Town could use the same Article as used in 2005.  Mr. Forguites read the following Article:

ARTICLE 6:  Shall the town vote to exempt from the grant list, for the purpose of calculating the town tax only,

the first SEVENTY FIVE THOUSAND and 00/100 DOLLARS ($75,000.00) of the appraised value of a new 

building, exclusive of land, land improvements, water or wastewater systems, used exclusively as a primary

residence, single family home or a working farm building provided such buildings are constructed or put in process

of construction during the twelve months following the date of voter approval.  The duration of such exemption 

shall be for three, (3), years, provided such building qualifies as the owner’s homestead for municipal tax purposes

or a working farm building.

MOTION:
David Yesman moved to add the Article 6, (as typed above), to the Town Warrant on the March



2014 Town Meeting.  Seconded by:  Peter MacGillivray.


Peter MacGillivray thought this was a voter opportunity, Vice-Chairman Knoras expressed this was a good idea to let the taxpayers decide, Chairman Morris said he was torn because the item was very close to being voted down in 2005 and in 2006 it was defeated.  Chairman Morris said he can appreciate Mr. Yesman’s notion on how to raise the Grand List, he believed it would be in the best interest of Springfield.  However, the Town continues to ignore economic development as part of the Town Budget.  He stated he was confused why we would like to go after residential to raise the Grand List and continue to ignore economic development.  Chairman Morris said for those reasons he is split, he would be more inclined to follow the voters of Town of Springfield that voted in 2005 and 2006.  During those voting years there were approximately 1,600 voters.  He feels this options needs some more thought; but he is not opposed to putting this item on the warning and letting the citizens decide.


Vote:  3 Yes and 2 No (S. Thompson and K. Morris) MOTION PASSED.

J.
NEW BUSINESS:


1.  Town Report Request  – Mr. Forguites stated the Town Clerk, Barbara Courchesne, had a request to use the inside back cover of the Town Report to print a message highlighting the 100th Anniversary of the Springfield Hospital.  He included in the Selectmen’s packet, a memo from Barbara with some information.  Ms. Courchesne said due to the production time constraints she respectfully request a decision tonight. Ms. Courchesne said she reminded Mr. Kraft, of the Springfield Hospital; Annual Report is the Town’s vehicle for getting the audit, in addition to publishing the warning.  
MOTION:
Peter MacGillivray moved to support the request of the Springfield Hospital to be represented in



the 2013 Annual Report.


Mr. MacGillivray would like to see the Board of Selectmen support this request because he doesn’t see it as advertising; he sees it as the Springfield Hospital thanking the community for 100 successful years.  Stephanie Thompson asked if anything like this had been done in the Annual Report before.  Mr. Forguites said not that he could remember.  Ms. Thompson went on to say this request could also be looked at like a publicity piece and other organizations could want to do the same thing.  She stated she was not in favor of this request.  Vice-Chairman Knoras remembered last year the Board of Selectmen denied an artist that wanted to submit her work for the cover of the Annual Report.  Mr. MacGillivray also mentioned the hospital represents the largest employee of Springfield.  He went on to state the hospital does not go out and solicit business.  This is not an out-for-profit hospital and has been a long time benefit for the community of Springfield.


Chairman Morris asked for a motion, which had already been made.  However, there was no Second.  MOTION FAILED.


2.  Gas Tax Proposal -  Mr. Forguites introduced Chairman Hammond, (BAC), to enlighten the Board of Selectmen of his Gas Tax Proposal.  Chairman Hammond’s Municipal Gas Tax Proposal is for a $0.03/gallon to be shared between all Municipalities of the State.  His proposal reads as follows:


1.  
Provides assistance in the form of a 50/50 matching grant for Capital Improvements to municipal


sidewalks – ADA improvement, new gravel base, new surface (paved or gravel).  The intent of


this funding is to produce immediate results for the straight forward projects in need of a simple 



alignment/profile design that can readily move into construction.  This funding is not intended to



take the place of Transportation Enhancement Projects.


2.
Provide assistance to all Vermont Towns in the form of a 50/50 matching grant for Capital 



Improvements to municipal local highways – Reconstruction of much needed highways with the



proper alignment/profile, tree work, adequate road base, ditching, underdrain, drainage pipes,



new surface (paved or gravel).

 
 Chairman Hammond’s Gas Tax Proposal is for a $0.02 Local Gas Tax Option.

1.
Allows Municipalities’ to add a local gas tax of up to $0.02/gallon to provide 100% assistance of all


gallons of gas sold in their Municipality.  These funds are to be used for Capital Improvements to


municipal local sidewalks and roads.  

Chairman Morris, (BOS), questioned if the Legislature should be involved.  Mr. Forguites explained the Legislature would become involved once the Board of Selectmen decided whether or not to support the Municipal and/or Local Gas Tax Proposal.

MOTION:
Vice-Chairman, Michael Knoras, moved to support the Municipality Gas Proposal of charging



$0.03/gallon for a Statewide distribution and Local Gas Proposal of charging $0.02/gallon


within the Town of Springfield, and to submit the two, (2), Gas Proposals to Local State



Representative, Alice Emmons.  Seconded by Peter MacGillivray (for discussion).


Peter MacGillivray questioned why $0.02/gallon.  Mr. Hammond is hoping this is a small enough tax that it would not push business from Town.  Stephanie Thompson questioned if anyone knew how many gallons of gas were actually sold in Springfield.  Chairman Hammond quickly gave his estimate that this gas tax proposal could generate $125,000.00 to $250,000.00 worth of revenue for the Town.  Stephanie Thompson said she only supports the Local Gas Proposal.  Chief Johnston suggested checking with the Tax Department.  Chief Johnston also inquired if the gas tax proposal would be Tax Exempt for Municipalities.



Vote:  2 Yes and 3 No (K. Morris, P. MacGillivray, and S. Thompson) MOTION FAILED.  
MOTION:  
Vice-Chairman, Michael Knoras, moved to support the Local Gas Tax Proposal of 




charging $0.02/gallon within the Town of Springfield, provide Tax Exemption for 



all Municipalities, and to submit the Gas Tax Proposal to Local State Representative



Alice Emmons.  Seconded by Peter MacGillivray.



Vote:  4 Yes and 1 No (Chairman, K. Morris) APPROVED.

Chairman Hammond, (BAC), will contact Representative Alice Emmons as soon as possible.  Mr. Forguites said he would have an excerpt of the Board of Selectmen meeting of January 13, 2014 prepared and submit it to Representative Emmons tomorrow while he is in Montpelier, Vermont.
Library Director, Russell Moore, arrived at 7:10 PM.

K.
LEGISLATIVE REPORTS: - None
L.
CITIZENS COMMENTS:  None

M.
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS:  

Chairman Morris asked for any new agenda items.  David Yesman did not have anything, Mr. Forguites reminded everyone the First Reading of the Rental Registry will be on Monday, January 27, 2014, and Vice-Chairman Knoras did not have anything.  Stephanie Thompson mentioned a Joint Meeting between School Board Members and the Board of Selectmen had not been scheduled yet.  Chairman Morris said he had just seen Jeanice Garfield, Director of the School Board; she is looking for time after Budget Sessions.  Mr. MacGillivray and Chairman Morris did not have anything for future agenda items. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

N.
ADJOURNMENT: 
MOTION:
Peter MacGillivray moved to adjourn the Board of Selectmen Meeting of January 13, 2014 at 7:16 PM.


Seconded by Stephanie Thompson.


Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously. 

Respectfully Submitted,

Donna M. Hall

Recording Secretary
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