TOWN OF SPRINGFIELD

SELECTMEN’S HALL – 96 MAIN STREET – THIRD FLOOR

SPECIAL BOARD OF SELECTMEN MEETING
2014 – 2015 BUDGET
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 22, 2014
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
A.  CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL:
SELECTBOARD MEMBERS:


Chairman, Kristi Morris, Vice-Chairman, Michael Knoras, David Yesman, Peter MacGillivray, and Stephanie Thompson.


Also Present:  Town Manager, Robert Forguites, Comptroller, Jeffrey Mobus, Public Works Superintendent, Jeffery Strong, Fire Chief, Russell Thompson, Fire Deputy, Scott Richardson, Police Chief, Douglas Johnston, Lt. Mark Fountain, Library Director, Russell Moore, Town Clerk, Barbara Courchesne and Parks & Recreation Director, Andrew Bladyka.

BUDGET ADVISORY COMMITTEE:


Chairman, Everett Hammond, Vice-Chairman, Terri Benton, Secretary, Tina Rushton, Ritva Burton, Marilyn Thompson, James Soucy, and Hugh Putnam.

Chairman, Kristi Morris, called the Special Board of Selectmen Meeting to order at 7:30 PM.  The Pledge of Allegiance and Roll Call were taken. 

Town Manager, Robert Forguites, opened up the meeting by stating, if he was permitted to, he would like to add an item to the agenda tonight.  The Board of Selectmen did not have any objections.

Town Clerk, Barbara Courchesne, explained Town Assessor, Cy Bailey had presented her with an article for warrant on short notice with no fault on him.  The property referred to as 15 Pine Street owned by SEVCA in 1988 was voted exempt from taxes.  This property should have been reviewed ten, (10); years later for tax exempt status, but was not.  Unfortunately, there is not time to request SEVCA to submit a petition with signatures.  Mr. Forguites shared the State of Vermont was reviewing all non-profits.  The State called the Town Assessment Department and said the Town had to have this article on the warrant.  SEVCA is limited to a five, (5), year extension for the tax exempt status.
Gay Mobus left at 7:30 PM.

MOTION:
Vice-Chairman, Michael Knoras, moved to waive the petition for 15 Pine Street and put the article


on the warrant for SEVCA of Town Tax Exemption.  This exemption is for five, (5), years and does



not include School Taxes.  Seconded by Stephanie Thompson.


Vice-Chairman Knoras also commented a Representative from 15 Pine Street should attend the Town Meeting so questions about this article could be answered.  


Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously.


Mr. Forguites commented Barbara Courchesne would have a DRAFT of the warrant on Monday evening, January 27, 2014 to be signed by the Board of Selectmen.  The warrant will also include the stipend of $500.00 for each Selectboard Member per year, and also included the $75,000.00 New Home Exemption.

Town Attorney, Stephen Ankuda left at 7:38 PM.

Mr. Forguites indicated Town Clerk, Barbara Courchesne needs a Total Budget figure to put in the warrant.  That Total Budget figure as we have discussed will be an Operating Budget of $9,904,671.00 and the Capital Budget of $840,350.00 for a Total Budget of $10,745.021.00.  The figure does not include revenue other than taxes because we are approving the budget.

MOTION:
David Yesman moved to approve the Total Budget Figures of the Operating Budget of $9,904,671.00,



and the Capital Budget of $840,350.00 for a Total Budget of $10,745.021.00 for the 2014 – 2015 Fiscal



Year to be voted on in March 2014.  Seconded by Stephanie Thompson.

Chairman Morris asked if there was any discussion.


David Yesman said since Chairman Morris asked for discussion, I would like to approve the budget as presented with the $50,000.00 out of the Operating Budget into Special Appropriations for SOM and SRDC and the $50,000.00 in the Operating Budget for Road Reconstruction.  The total numbers don’t change.  Mr. Yesman said he would not approve of the proposed budget.


Stephanie Thompson questioned if Mr. Yesman was making this as an amendment to his motion or stating this would be his preference.  Mr. Yesman asked Ms. Thompson if she would accept what he said as an amendment and she replied that she would not.


Chairman Hammond, (BAC), wanted to clarify something that was mentioned earlier this evening.  He wanted to point out the BAC was not recommending to put all $1,600,000.00 to do all the paving next year.  He would like to know the Board of Selectmen’s intent to adopt the recommendations from the BAC because in that recommendation doing an evaluation of roads, and do what makes sense in the long term, reclaiming a road without a proper base is not the answer and will not last.  Chairman Hammond, (BAC), said he personally would like to know it the Town plan on taking that road preservation money and putting toward reclaiming a road that is not going to last.  Chairman Hammond questioned the Town on where they are going to spend the $400,000.00 or the $100, 000,00.


Chairman Morris indicated last year the Town maintained approximately $110,000.00 for work on the Pleasant Valley Road.  If the budget is approved, approximately $200,000.00 will be spent to finish Pleasant Valley Road.  This has already been voted on by the Board of Selectmen.  Chairman Morris also went on to comment he realizes Chairman Hammond does not agree with the decision.  A short discussion followed between Chairman Hammond, (BAC), and Chairman Morris about funding Chairman Hammond’s, (BAC), idea of a full reclaim.

Peter MacGillivray suggested a workshop after Budget Season to discuss Mr. Hammond’s ideas.  He is very interest in finding out about grants.  However, he does not want to schedule a workshop at this time.

Ritva Burton left at 7:46 PM.


Mr. Forguites commented he felt all of the Board should be present for the workshop.


Vote:  3 Yes, 1 No (David Yesman), 1 Abstain (Vice-Chairman, Michael Knoras)

MOTION:
Vice-Chairman, Michael Knoras, moved to accept the recommendations of the Budget Advisory


Committee and schedule a public workshop to review the recommendations of the Budget Advisory



Committee.  Seconded by Stephanie Thompson.



Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously.

MOTION:
Stephanie Thompson moved to adjourn the Special Board of Selectmen meeting of Wednesday,



January 22, 2014.  Seconded by Peter MacGillivray.



Mr. Forguites quickly reminded everyone the First Reading of the Rental Registry Ordinance and a regular Board of Selectmen meeting on Monday, January 27, 2014.



Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted By,

Donna M. Hall,

Recording Secretary
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