


MINUTES
PLANNING COMMISSION
PUBLIC HEARING
Wednesday – January 6, 2016 – 7 PM

Notice:
The Planning Commission has edited and amended the Town Plan, specifically
· Maps
· Chapter 10 Economic Development and
· Chapter 11 Land Use.
Purpose of this public hearing is to receive public input on the proposed amendments to the Town Plan for the Town of Springfield in accordance with 24 VSA §4384. Copies of the proposed amendment and report are available at the Town of Springfield office of the clerk. You may call for information at Tel. 885 2104. This public hearing may be continued monthly until the amendments are adopted by the Planning Commission and recommended to the Board of Selectmen for adoption.

A.	CALL TO ORDER: The Chair called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.

B.	ROLL CALL: Members present: Judith Stern, Chuck Gregory, Wilbur Horton, Mike Knoras, Walter Clark, Richard Filion, Scott Frye, and Tom Hall. Non-voting member present: George McNaughton.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Also present were: Will you Hunter, Lori Claffee, Char Osterlund, Dave Yesman, Walter Martone, Dan Potter of the SWCRPC, and Bill Kearns, Secretary of the Planning Commission and Zoning Administrator.

C.	Presentation:
· The Maps 
· Chapter 10 Economic Development and 
· Chapter 11 Land Use 
The Chair read the Notice:
“Notice:
“The Planning Commission has edited and amended the Town Plan, specifically
· Maps
· Chapter 10 Economic Development and
· Chapter 11 Land Use.
“Purpose of this public hearing is to receive public input on the proposed amendments to the Town Plan for the Town of Springfield in accordance with 24 VSA §4384. Copies of the proposed amendment and report are available at the Town of Springfield office of the clerk. You may call for information at Tel. 885 2104. This public hearing may be continued monthly until the amendments are adopted by the Planning Commission and recommended to the Board of Selectmen for adoption.”

D.	Administrative Officer:  Testimony on Notice given, presentation of proposed amendment and report, and discussion with Commissioners. Commissioners’ discussion among themselves.
The chair called on Bill Kearns, who stated that the notice of the public hearing had been published in the Springfield Reporter and posted on the web, in the town hall, at the library, and in the post office in North Springfield, all as required by law. Bill Kearns also stated that Chapters 10 and 11 had been sent to the members of the planning commission and others who had requested to be included in the email about 3 weeks before the meeting. The maps were sent to the same persons also.
The Chair called on Bill Kearns to address the 1st item, which is the map approval. Bill Kearns stated that the maps presented are those which were amended and approved by the Planning Commission at its meeting September 2, 2015, and as reported in the minutes thereof. The exceptions to the amendments made at that meeting are the residential use one 11 which remains on the map because there is an E911 address there though the property is currently vacant. Other than that the maps were edited as amended by the Planning Commission.
Bill Kearns then began the discussion of the Economic Development Chapter by stating that it was amended as approved by the Planning Commission earlier this year. Dan Potter stated that he amended it as directed by the Planning Commission, and those amendments had been approved at an earlier meeting. The Chair asked if there were any issues or discussion with regard to the Economic Development Chapter. George McNaughton stated that he just wanted to let people know that when this appears before the Board of Selectmen, he would again raise the issue of his dislike for Table 10.4 because that language on page 4 leaves the impression that the leisure and hospitality area of employment are dominant in the town, but he does not, and feels that this is carried out by the fact that there is a decrease in the number of people living in Springfield and working in Ludlow. This table makes it look like being Springfield job sectors look like those of the surrounding towns when it does not. Hospitality is not a leader in Springfield. It could be in the future, but it is not now. Dan Potter noted that he added language, as requested by the Planning Commission to make it clear that the labor market area depicted in 10.4 was regional in nature.
The Chair moved the attention of the Commission to the Land Use Chapter. Dan Potter stated that it was amended as approved by the planning commission earlier this year. Walter Clark question one of the amendments made and Dan Potter assured him that had Walter pointed out to Dan at the time, it have been made. The location of that amendment could not be found.
There was discussion about including in each Chapter of the Town Plan an index, and a discussion about, in the alternative, the use of “Find” with a digital copy on the computer to search a document for the topics that the persons searching was interested in. Bill Kearns stated he understood what was being requested as indexes are helpful in many books, such as historical books, to find where in the book persons or places are discussed. It was decided that Bill Kearns would research this matter and see if it was feasible to easily arrange an index, or if it would be better to explain how people could search the document with the “Find” feature on their own computer, and then report that back to the Planning Commission for it to decide which it wanted to do.
Mike Knoras then, returning to the Economic Development Chapter, stated that he would like to see something in the MOUs between the town and SRDC and SOM stating something like “They follow chapter 10 of Economic Development Plan.”
The Chair asked if there was further comment from the Commissioners, and there was none. 
Public Comment and Discussion: The Chair asked if there was any public comment. There being none, he closed the public hearing at 7:30 PM, but almost immediately reopened it for public comment that was requested from those in attendance.
Walter Martone addressed the issues of implementing the Town Plan, and how that was to be done. There then ensued a discussion of the purpose of the town plan and whether the town plan should be specific as to who is to do what to accomplish the goals and objectives and set dates by which that should be accomplished. Wilbur Horton stated that the Town Plan needs to give direction to, and though it may at times set goals and be specific, generally speaking it does not. If it were to require something to be done by a certain person or department by a certain date and that didn’t get done it could open the Town to suit from persons who would have benefited from it being done timely. George McNaughton stated that he was also current concerned about Town Plan having meat on it and that it be something that the Town would use, and stated that the Plan should be implemented by the Selectboard, rather than gathering dust on a shelf, and that the Selectboard would use the town plan to guide its future actions.	

F. 	Any further comments or discussion among commissioners. 
	There was none.

G.	Close Public Hearing.
	The Chair closed the public hearing at 7:45 PM.

MINUTES
PLANNING COMMISSION
Wednesday – January 6, 2016 – Immediately Following Hearing
96 Main St. Town Hall, Board of Selectmen Meeting Room

A.	CALL TO ORDER: The Chair called the meeting of the Planning Commission to order at 7:45 PM.

B.	ROLL CALL: The Chair noted that those present at the meeting was the same as above, namely:
	Members present: Judith Stern, Chuck Gregory, Wilbur Horton, Mike Knoras, Walter Clark, Richard Filion, Scott Frye, and Tom Hall. Non-voting member present: George McNaughton.
	Also present were: Wilbur Hunter, Lori Claffee, Char Osterlund, Dave Yesman, Walter Martone, Dan Potter of the SWCRPC, and Bill Kearns, Secretary of the Planning Commission and Zoning Administrator.
	Bill Kearns asked that two items be added to the Communications area, namely a letter from 
Weathersfield re Public Hearing on Zone Regulation change, and a request for support of the Town application for a grant in the Strong Communities, Better Connections Grant Program. The chair added those items. 

C.	ACTION ON: 
· The Maps 
· Chapter 10 Economic Development and 
· Chapter 11 Land Use
· Report of PC to SB
MOTION: Mike Knoras moved, seconded by Richard Filion that the Planning Commission adopt the Maps as amended; the Planning Commission adopt the amendments to Economic Development and the Land Use Chapters of the Town Plan as presented at the Public Hearing, and adopt the Report as presented, and send the Report to the Board of Selectmen, along with the Maps, Economic Development Chapter and the Land Use Chapter and recommend that the Board of Selectmen adopt the Chapters and the Maps.
	The Chair asked if there were further discussion, and there being none, the Chair asked for a roll call vote. All members present, namely, Judith Stern, Chuck Gregory, Wilbur Horton, Mike Knoras, Walter Clark, Richard Filion, Scott Frye, and Tom Hall voted “aye.” The motion passed by unanimous vote of those present.

D.	DISCUSSION:
Town Plan, continue work on amending Town Plan – Energy Chapter. 
The Chair asked Dan Potter where we stood on our schedule of work on the Town Plan. Dan stated that we were almost on schedule, but were a bit behind. He felt that we could catch up if we finished the Energy Chapter this evening and moved on to the other chapters, working on the amendments that Board of Selectmen wanted us to work on in the rest of the Plan. The Chair expressed a concern that we would get away from the work wanted by the Board of Selectmen and onto a much wider scope of amendments to the Town Plan. He suggested that we get through what the Board of Selectmen wanted us to get through by May of this year, have the Plan as then amended approved and sent to the Board for adoption, and then get into further amendments as wanted by any member at that time, if so desired by the Planning Commission at that time.
There was discussion of the schedule for work, and Dan Potter suggested that he and Bill Kearns would go through the schedule as requested by the Board of Selectmen, and as discussed by the Planning Commission in July, and come up with a schedule for the rest of the year through May 2016. It was agreed that they would do that.
A majority of the members of the Energy Committee were present, namely, Char Osterlund, Mike Knoras, Walter Martone, Dave Yesman, and George McNaughton. Char Osterlund explained that the black& was the initial energy chapter, which was sent to Dan Potter by the committee. The blue is from Dan Potter. And the green struck out is the edits made by the Energy Committee. Dan Potter then went through the Energy Chapter. Chuck Gregory asked about micro Hydro power, which appeared to have been left out. Char Osterlund stated that that may have been inadvertent and it may have been taken out by accident before this was sent to Dan Potter. Dan Potter would get the language from Char Osterlund, and make sure it was included in the Energy Chapter. The discussion of the Chapter continued with very little comment and no changes to what was presented. The Energy Chapter Committee, through George McNaughton, wanted some assurance that the Chapter as presented was not going to be further edited before a public hearing on that chapter. The question was posed to the Planning Commission members whether or not there was any objection at all to any part of the chapter. There was none. It was agreed that there was no need to continue public hearing on this matter and that this Chapter was ready for a public hearing; 
this would most likely be set when the next Chapter is ready. 
Discussion then followed which resulted in the agreement that the next chapter to be discussed would be the Housing Chapter. George McNaughton’s stated that Springfield Housing had already marked up the Housing Chapter and that markup had been sent to the Union Street group. Lori Claffee stated that her group would work on the chapter that was amended by Springfield Housing, and send it out to everyone on the mailing lists. If anyone had further amendments to that chapter, they would make those amendments clearly on the same document and then send that out to everyone. The chapter needs to be to Dan Potter for his editing early in the week of January 26 in order for Dan to have time to edit it and have it in a presentable form for the Planning Commission meeting on February 4.
The schedule for the chapters to be discussed after that will be put together by Dan and Bill.  Bill will go through the comments he has received back from people on their interest in amending chapters and the amendments to chapters and consolidate them and send them out. At the February meeting, besides discussing the Housing Chapter, the Commission will send a schedule for the rest of the chapters of the Town Plan.
E.	MINUTES:	 Approval of minutes for December 2, 2015. There were 2 spelling errors found in the minutes and those were corrected, namely, on page 1 of the minutes under discussion, it should state “Hancor is now called ADS.” And 2 lines below. “HP Fuels” should be “HB Fuels.” There were no other amendments. 
MOTION by Chuck Gregory, 2nd by Walter Clark to approve the minutes of December 2, 2015, as amended. There was no further discussion. The motion passed unanimously.
F.	NEW BUSINESS:   
G.	OLD BUSINESS:	  
H.	COMMUNICATIONS:  
	There was a letter from the Town of Weathersfield, which was received on December 28, 2015, announcing a public hearing on an amendment to their zoning regulations concerning Drug and Tobacco Paraphernalia Establishments set for January 11, 2000 16th at the town hall in Ascutney, VT. , At the request of the members, Bill Kearns stated that he would find out what the intent of the zoning bylaw was and email a regulation to the members of the Planning Commission.
	The Board of Selectmen of the town of Springfield had adopted a resolution supporting the towns application for a grant from the Strong Communities, Better Connections Grant Program, and the Planning Commission is requested, to authorize the Chair of the Planning Commission to join the members of the Board of Selectmen and supporting this application.
MOTION Walter Clark moved, 2nd by Scott Frye, to support the town in its application for a grant in the Strong Communities, Better Connections Grant Program and authorize the Chair of the Planning Commission to sign the resolution. There was no further discussion. The motion passed unanimously
I.	ADJOURNMENT: On motion duly made and seconded, there being no further business to come before the meeting, the meeting was adjourned at 8:52 PM. 
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