


MINUTES
PLANNING COMMISSION
Wednesday – February 4, 2015 – 7:00 P.M.

A.	CALL TO ORDER: The Chair called the meeting to Order at 7:00 PM
B.	ROLL CALL: Members present: Judith Stern, Tom Hall, Scott Frye, Mike Knoras, Chuck Gregory, Wilbur Horton, and Richard Filion .
	Also present were: Lori Claffee and Dick Andrews, and Administrative Officer/Secretary Bill Kearns.
C.	DISCUSSION:
Pocket Park Policy.
Chuck Gregory had volunteered to head a committee on establishing a Pocket Park Policy. Chuck Gregory led to discussion. He read through the draft policy that he presented to the Commission, which included a definition of Pocket Parks. A copy of the Policy is attached to these minutes. Chuck stated that the objectives of the policy was to assure that neighborhoods were invested in their Park; that maintenance, construction, etc. would be done by them; and that liability would be handled through a an overarching townwide organization.
Mike Knoras noted that if the town owns the property. The town will be liable. It was also noted that if the organization that manages the Park has no assets, this will not stop people from suing them, and the town. If these parks are going to exist. Someone has to have sufficient liability insurance to cover any injuries in the park. There were many questions with regard to organization of the park, ownership of the property, reversion of the park to the town. If it is not maintained. The discussion centered around on town owned and insured, built neighbors build on, etc. and it reverts to the town if the neighbors are not keeping it up or private owned by the neighborhood, which obtains the land, develops, it, and maintains it, etc. The neighborhood would form an organization of some sort of nonprofit which would be the owner of the land. The insurer the land, etc. There was further discussion on town work on the property, whether it is public use or limited to the persons living in the neighborhood.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Lori Claffee just reminded everybody where they started. The neighbors had asked for a lot on Cottage Street, which they can fix up as they wanted and use as they wanted. If assistance was needed from the town they were come back to the Selectboard from time to time and case-by-case the funding for whatever needs to be done what either come from the town, or labor from the town, or from the neighborhood. Again, those decisions would have been made case-by-case.
Dick Andrews compared the property at Center and Cottage streets to the Long Trail, which travels through state, federal and municipal lands where cabins are built by the persons belonging to the Long Trail Association, are maintained by them, but owned by the owner of the underlying land. This is all handled by an agreement. The liability for injury belongs to the municipality or state or federal government, depending on which land involved is owned by those entities. It was the opinion of Mr. Andrews that what was being proposed was public, like the structures on the Long Trail. It was to be private, then there would be no interest. Mr. Andrews also asked if we could make part of Hartness Park a pocket park. The discussion then went on to what amenities would be available at the parks. Whether it will be for children or adults where they would be located, etc.
Lori Claffey stated that what would had been presented was as a place for the children to go to play in the neighborhood. However, others want gardens and others wanted for children and adults.
There was more discussion about pocket parts and their organization. Mike Knoras stated that in his opinion, they should be private, if they’re going to exist. Chuck Gregory thought the pocket parks should be allowed in neighborhoods, but there should be guidelines for them and what’s needed to be decided is who would own them, whether they be public or private, and to have the liability responsibility settled. Chuck Gregory stated that he and his committee would continue to work on the policy and bring it back to the caps commission.
Begin anew a review and revision of the Springfield Town Plan - See Minutes of December 3, 2014.  Start with Chapter 5 because of Flood Resiliency required section in Plan. 
Jason Rasmussen led the discussion about River to River Corridor protection areas as opposed to the NFIP-based special flood hazard areas. Most of this discussion was an explanation of the policy put forth by the state for the management of the River corridor when the state enforcers were involved in a project because of Act 250 hearings. The discussion was far-reaching on the background to the River Corridor Policy, what data were included, how the maps were developed, and the manner in which they were going to be enforced. All of this will come up again in the discussion of flood resiliency in the town plan. The result of this discussion was that the Planning Commission decided that it would include flood resiliency in the town plan. As part of Chapter 3. It would revisit stream buffers as part of flood resiliency.
Jason stated that he would bring the flood resiliency materials back to the next meeting. 
D.	MINUTES:	 Approval of minutes for January 14, 2015. Chuck Gregory moved, 2nd by Mike Knoras to approve the minutes of January 14, 2015. Motion passed unanimously.
E.	NEW BUSINESS:   None
F.	OLD BUSINESS:	  None
G.	COMMUNICATIONS:  None
H.	ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business to come before the meeting. On motion by Richard Filion 2nd by Scott Frye, the meeting was adjourned at 8:55 PM
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