TOWN OF SPRINGFIELD
SELECTMEN’S HALL – 96 MAIN STREET – THIRD FLOOR
REGULAR SELECTBOARD MEETING
                                                  MONDAY, MARCH 7, 2016 @ 6:00 PM__________________________                                              

PUBLIC HEARING MINUTES


Chair, Kristi Morris, called the Public Hearing to order at 6:00 PM.  Chair Morris explained this was the Public Hearing and Second Review/Reading of an amendment to Ordinance 2016-1, Article II of Chapter 7 of the Town of Springfield Code of Ordinances – Health Nuisances.

The purpose of the proposed ordinance is to add Division 7.  CERTAIN NUISANCES WITHIN SCHOOL AND LICENSED DAY CARE ZONES, to Article II.  Nuisances of Chapter 7.  Health, Sanitation, Nuisances.

A copy of the proposed ordinance and a list of Licensed Day Care Facilities are attached.

Town Manager Yennerell read Sections 7-152 Definitions and  7-153 Penalty and Enforcement out loud of the proposed ordinance.

Chair Morris read Section 7-150 DIVISION 7:  CERTAIN NUISANCES WITHIN SCHOOL AND LICENSED DAY CARE ZONES out loud of the proposed ordinance.

Chair Morris opened the floor for public input.

Peter Pullinen, 63 Union Street, applauded the Selectboard for their efforts; however, he was not pleased with the ordinance as proposed.  Mr. Pullinen felt the ordinance was discriminatory and did not like that it only targeted certain areas.   He would like the proposed ordinance to cover as much of the Town as possible.  Mr. Pullinen felt the proposed ordinance was too open ended.

Richard Andrews, 12 Center Street, stated he had read the proposed ordinance.  Mr. Andrews commented he wouldn’t mind if the proposed ordinance covered areas that received public water and sewer.  He also noted he understood the reasons for the need of the targeted areas.  He stated it was better to start somewhere, than nowhere at all.

John Pugh, 46 Union Street, suggested to progressively expand the coverage from 500 ft. to 750 ft., 1,000 ft., and so on.  Mr. Pugh also inquired if the speed limit would be reduced further in the area of the Union Street School because during some School Board Director’s meeting the topic was discussed.  At this time, his question could not be answered.

William, Bill, Handly, 286 South Street, stated that he agreed with Mr. Pullinen.  If only certain areas were targeted that was not fair.  Mr. Handly also went on to state that he didn’t think the Town needed any more ordinances.  The ordinances would only cost the Town and the Property Owners money; there would just be a lot of money in attorney fees.  He also commented the proposed ordinance was too open ended.

Administrative Officer, William Kearns, stated that he understood what Mr. Pullinen said.  A.O. Kearns stated that he had been told that Union Street also has people that cannot afford to clean up their properties or pay the fines.  He also pointed out a change that should be made to Section 7-152, Definitions, Number 3.

Chair Morris summed up the input as some people took offense to the proposed ordinance; but the Selectboard has also been accused of not doing anything.  He asked if the people present would rather not do anything.  

Peter Pullinen thought it was good the Selectboard was doing something to improve the Town, but did not support the proposed ordinance as presented.  He suggested some type of incentive for people to pick up/clean up their properties other than a penalty.  

John Pugh pointed out a for instance……  If a window was a special window, sometimes it would take longer than the fourteen, (14), days as mentioned in the proposed ordinance.  He felt there should be some kind of accommodations allowed in that case.

Weston Marshall, 235 Commonwealth Avenue, questioned if this proposed ordinance was only for residential properties.  Mr. Marshall pointed out the former Parks & Woolson building on Park Street Hill.  There are many adults and children that walk by that building daily.
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Chair Morris explained the proposed ordinance would cover commercial building too.  However, it is typical that some of these buildings are contaminated with hazardous waste.  There are Federal Regulations for cleaning up these buildings and unfortunately that takes years to do so.

A.O. Kearns suggested changing the fourteen, (14), days and asking the property owner for a remedial action plan.

Town Attorney, Stephen Ankuda, suggested some alternative language for the fifteen, (15), days.

Section 7-153 Penalty and Enforcement.

	(a) (1.) 	A municipal ticket will be issued 15 days after written notification of violation is mailed by the Town,
		unless the Enforcement Officer is satisfied that any delay in repair is not the fault of the responsible
		party.

Chair Morris questioned if it was safe to state some amendments would be made to the proposed ordinance as written.  Town Manager Yennerell and Town Attorney Ankuda indicated that was so.  Chair Morris questioned if the Board wanted to send the proposed ordinance back to the Ordinance Sub-Committee or if they wanted to approve amendments at the Board of Selectmen meeting that would be following the Public Hearing.  Board Member, George McNaughton, wanted to amend the ordinance by motion tonight and schedule another hearing.  

Peter Pullinen also suggested that the proposed ordinance include a list of items the Board of Selectmen would like done when it came to maintaining owner’s property.

Town Manager Yennerell stated that it seemed like we were going over the same topic.  The Ordinance Sub-Committee had tried to craft a lot of language in this proposed ordinance and it was time to review it again.

Chairman, Kristi Morris, closed the Public Hearing at 8:00 PM.
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TOWN OF SPRINGFIELD
SELECTMEN’S HALL – 96 MAIN STREET – THIRD FLOOR
SPRINGFIELD, VERMONT

SELECTBOARD MEETING
MARCH 7, 2016

Immediately following the Public Hearing
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Meeting Minutes

A.	CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL:

Chair, Kristi Morris called the meeting to order at 8:02 PM.  The Pledge of Allegiance and Roll Call was taken.

Board Members Present:  Chair, Kristi Morris, George McNaughton, and Walter Martone.
Vice-Chair, Stephanie Thompson was absent and Peter MacGillivray was on Medical Leave.

Town Administration:  Town Manager, Tom Yennerell, Administrative Officer, William Kearns, and Town Attorney, Stephen Ankuda.

MOTION:	George McNaughton moved to amend the agenda by adding amendments to proposed Ordinance
		2016-1.  Seconded by Walter Martone
		Vote:  3 Yes, passed unanimously

MOTION:	George McNaughton moved to amend the proposed Ordinance 2016-1 after the 2nd Public Hearing
		and 2nd Review/Reading.  The amendment is as follows:
		
		Section 7-150 DIV. 7:  CERTAIN NUISANCES WITHIN SCHOOL AND LICENSED DAY CARE ZONES.
		(a)  The first sentence should read:  That the quality and character of the areas which are proximate
		       to Schools and Licensed Day Care Centers are of special concern to the Springfield Community
		       for a variety of reasons.

		Section 7-152 Definitions.
		(3)  Use of any unfinished building material such as Tyvek, plywood or flake board or metal roofing as
		      an exterior veneer, or to board up broken doors or windows, except on a temporary basis not exceeding
		      14 days.

		Section 7-153 Penalty and Enforcement.
		First paragraph, first sentence should read:  A violation of this ordinance shall be a civil matter which may
		be enforced in the Vermont Judicial Bureau or in the Windsor County Superior Court, at the election of the
		Town Manager.

		(a)(1.) First sentence should read:  A municipal ticket will be issued 15 days after written notification of
		violation is mailed by the Town Manager or Town Manager’s Designee(s) if the violation has not been 
		corrected in accordance with this ordinance.

		(a)(2.) First sentence should read:  For purposes of issuing the municipal ticket or enforcement in the 
		Judicial Bureau, the Town Manager or Town Manager’s Designee(s) shall be designated enforcement officer(s).
	
		(b)(1.) First sentence should read:  A civil action may be initiated in the Superior Court within [30 days]
		after written notification of violation is mailed by the Town Manager.
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		Add the following:

		(b)(2.) The Selectboard, Town Manager, or the Town Manager’s Designee(s) may grant an extension of
		any time deadline set forth herein if the property owner presents a bona fide reasonable justification for such
		an extension made in writing before the time period has expired.

		Seconded by Walter Martone

A discussion pursued and an additional Second Public Hearing and Second Review/Reading of the proposed Ordinance 2016-1 were set for Monday, March 28, 2016 at 7:00 PM.

		Vote:  3 Yes, passed unanimously

B.	CONDUCT PUBLIC HEARING:  Please note the first two pages of this document.

C.	OLD BUSINESS:
	ITEM #1:  Recommended Appointments to the Town Charter Review Committee

Town Manager Yennerell explained that Board Members Peter MacGillivray and Walter Martone had the task of creating the Town Charter Review Committee.  They selected the following names:  Richard Andrews, Sharon Ayer, John Bond, John E. Follett, John B. Hall, Jeff Mobus, and Barbara Schultz.  In addition, two, (2), Town Administrators need to be appointed to the committee too.

MOTION:	Walter Martone moved to approve the appointment of Richard Andrews, Sharon Ayer, John Bond, John E. 
		Follett, John B. Hall, Jeff Mobus, and Barbara Schultz as the seven, (7), citizens to the committee. 
		In addition, Town Manager, Tom Yennerell, and Town Clerk, Barbara Courchesne shall be appointed as
		the two, (2), Town Administrators to the committee.
		Seconded by George McNaughton.

Board Member McNaughton questioned who John Bond, John B. Hall, and Barbara Schultz were.  Board Member Martone explained that John Bond was a PA at the Springfield Hospital, John B. Hall was a former Board of Selectmen, Planning Commission Member, and Budget Advisory Committee Member, and that Barbara Schultz was a State Employee and the wife of Steve Matush.

		Vote:  3 Yes, passed unanimously

MOTION:	Walter Martone moved to appoint Chair, Kristi Morris, as one of the two Selectboard Members 
		required to be on the Town Charter Review Committee.

		MOTION FAILED.  THERE WAS NOT A MOTION TO APPOINT THE SECOND SELECTBOARD
		MEMBER BECAUSE GEORGE MCNAUGHTON AND WALTER MARTONE BOTH WANTED TO
		BE APPOINTED.

The Selectboard will address this topic at the next Selectboard Meeting on March 14, 2016 when there are more Board Members present.

D.	NEW BUSINESS: 
	ITEM #2:  Clinton Street Water Main and CSO Projects Loan Application

Town Manager Yennerell explained and recommended each loan application.  He also commented that the Town has the Bonding Authority.  Chairman Morris pointed out this is important because otherwise a Town vote would be required.

MOTION:	Walter Martone moved to approve the Clinton Street Water Main Replacement for the amount
		of $960,501.00 which includes the design and construction of this project. 
		Seconded by George McNaughton
		Vote:  3 Yes, passed unanimously

MOTION:	George McNaughton moved to approve the J&L Roof Drains, CSO Sewer and Stormwater Improvements
		listed in the State’s 1272 Enforcement Order which is now also included in the Wastewater Discharge Permit.  		The loan amount is for $1,700,000.00 which includes the design and construction of this project.
		Seconded by Walter Martone
		Vote:  3 Yes, passed unanimously
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D.	NEW BUSINESS: 
	ITEM #3:  Respond to VTrans Bridge Repair Request.

Town Manager Yennerell explained the State of Vermont annually inspects State and Town Bridges.  The Town of Springfield was notified by VTrans that Town Bridge #58 was in need of repairs to an eroded surrounding area.  This the first bridge turned onto when going west on Highway 6 (Main Street), near Maple Street in North Springfield.  VTrans feels there is a significant threat of erosion to the embankment and pavement behind the abutment of the Bridge.  The Board of Selectmen need to sign the VTrans form certifying that the Town will make the necessary repairs.

MOTION:	George McNaughton moved for the Board of Selectmen to sign the VTrans form certifying that
		the Town of Springfield will make the necessary repairs to Bridge #58.
		Seconded by Walter Martone
		Vote:  3 Yes, passed unanimously

E.	ADJOURNMENT:

Chair Morris noted there was not a section for PUBLIC COMMENTS; however, he asked if anyone had any.  There were no Public Comments.

George McNaughton noted there was not a section for FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS; however, he wanted to request one.  Mr. McNaughton requested to add an item at the next meeting.  He would like to discuss a Liaison Representative from the Selectboard that would sit in at the School Board of Director’s meetings and a Liaison Representative from the School Board of Directors that would sit in at the Board of Selectmen meetings.  Mr. McNaughton stated this topic came up at the Candidate’s Debate Evening a few weeks ago.

MOTION:	George McNaughton moved to close the Board of Selectmen meeting for the evening.
		Seconded by Walter Martone.
		Vote:  3 Yes, passed unanimously

Chair Kristi Morris declared the Board of Selectmen’s meeting closed at 8:31 PM.

Submitted by:



Donna M. Hall
Recording Secretary
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