TOWN OF SPRINGFIELD

SELECTMEN’S HALL – 96 MAIN STREET – THIRD FLOOR

 REGULAR BOARD OF SELECTMEN MEETING

MONDAY, MARCH 24, 2014 @ 7:00 PM
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
MINUTES
A.
CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL:

Chairman, Kristi Morris, called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and roll call taken.

Board Members Present:  David Yesman, George McNaughton, Chairman, Kristi Morris, Vice-Chairman, Stephanie Thompson and Peter MacGillivray. 

Also Present:  Town Manager, Robert Forguites, Comptroller, Jeffrey Mobus, and Town Clerk, Barbara Courchesne.
B.
MINUTES:


1.  Public Hearing, Board of Selectmen, Meeting Minutes, February 24, 2014


2.  Regular Board of Selectmen, Meeting Minutes, February 24, 2014


3.  Organizational, Board of Selectmen, Meeting Minutes, March 6, 2014

Chairman Morris asked for corrections to the above meeting minutes.  George McNaughton requested changing the word “Statue” to “Statutes” throughout the Public Hearing Meeting Minutes of February 24, 2014.

MOTION:
Vice-Chairman, Stephanie Thompson, moved to approve Public Hearing, Board of Selectmen, Meeting


Minutes, February 24, 2014 with the requested correction, Regular Board of Selectmen, Meeting Minutes, 


February 24, 2014, and Organizational,  Board of Selectmen, Meeting Minutes, March 6, 2014.



Seconded by Peter MacGillivray.



Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously.
C.
ANY REQUESTED ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA: - None
D.
CITIZENS TO ADDRESS THE BOARD:  


1.  John Pugh & Mary Ann Remolador –  Chairman, Kristi Morris, introduced Mary Ann Remolador and John Pugh.  Town Manager, Robert Forguites also stated they served as the Town’s Energy Co-Coordinators over the past five, (5), years.  Ms. Remolador addressed the Selectboard and explained when she and Mr. Pugh received their yearly letter asking them if they would  like to serve the Town as the Energy Co-Coordinators again; they took a long, hard look at the work they had been able to accomplish while serving the Town.  She also presented a proposal to the Selectboard.  

The Selectboard agreed to have the Energy Co-Coordinators form an Energy Committee for Springfield; sanctioned by the Selectboard, that the Energy Co-Coordinators will Co-Chair and report directly to the Selectboard on a quarterly basis.  The Co-Chairs would provide the Selectboard with projects and progress of the Energy Committee.  The two Co-Coordinators feel they would be more effective with more people working on issues with them.  With an Energy Committee, Ms. Remolador and Mr. Pugh, feel they would be able to undertake more programs that are available within Vermont.

Chairman Morris asked if there were any restrictions pertaining to the Energy Co-Coordinators at the time of their appointment.  Mr. Forguites said there were no restrictions and the Energy Co-Coordinators have informally picked up some volunteers.  Mr. Forguites confirmed with Ms. Remolador the Energy Co-Coordinators were looking for support and official acknowledgement to form an Energy Committee before deciding if they were going to continue with their roles as Energy Co-Coordinators.  Mr. Forguites did point out that if the Energy Committee was going to be sanctioned by the Selectboard, the members should be approved by the Board of Selectmen.  Mr. McNaughton inquired if there was a mission statement for the Energy Committee.  Mr. Forguites said there was not; perhaps that could be one of the first projects the newly formed Energy Committee does.  Mr. Pugh pointed out last year the Energy Co-Coordinators missed a lot of opportunities because Efficiency of Vermont had some projects that required more time than two members could handle.  The proposed grants specifically asked for committees to submit proposals for grants.  Ms. Remolador pointed out there are very few Towns in the State of Vermont that do not have Energy Committees.  Peter MacGillivray felt this proposal would be a win for everybody.  Mr. McNaughton felt a committee size of six to eight members was too large and he also suggested an uneven number for the amount of members to avoid ties when voting was necessary.  Mr. McNaughton also asked if it was customary to include a Selectboard Member on the committee.  Ms. Remolador stated she didn’t know, however, Mr. Pugh did state Brattleboro and White River did have Selectboard Members on their Energy Committees.  Mrs. Remolador also commented when she was involved in a project with a Selectboard Member, they got much further on the project.
MOTION:
Peter MacGillivray moved to approve the formation of an Energy Committee with no fewer than five, 



(5), members sanctioned by the Board of Selectmen with appointed committee members.  The Energy


Co-Coordinators from the Energy Committee should come before the Board of Selectmen with a Mission 


Statement and submit “Appointed Office Questionnaires” from individuals 
wishing to apply for the Energy


Committee.  Seconded by Stephanie Thompson.


Mr. McNaughton asked how the Selectboard Members felt about having members on the Energy Committee.  Chairman Morris said it was a great idea; there were actually two, (2), Selectboard Members on the Streetlight Committee a few years ago.  David Yesman also said great.  He also said he would volunteer to be on the Energy Committee.  Mr. McNaughton stated he would also like to be on the Energy Committee.



Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously.


Mr. Forguites and the Board Members thought this would be a good time to re-appoint John Pugh & Mary Ann Remolador to be the Energy Co-Coordinators of the Energy Committee.
MOTION:
David Yesman moved to re-appoint John Pugh and Mary Ann Remolador to be the Energy



Co-Coordinators for the Energy Committee.  This is a One Year Term.



Seconded by George McNaughton.



Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously.

E.
PRIORITY BUSINESS:   


1.  Proclamation – Mr. Forguites stated there is a citizen in Springfield that has served a fair number of years on the Board of Selectmen; basically 1970 – 1981 and 2008 – 2014.  Information was gathered on the many accomplishments during that time period.   Mr. Forguites read the list.  Chairman Morris read a Proclamation for Michael Knoras.  (Copies of the two, (2), page proclamation will be attached to Board of Selectmen minutes.)  Chairman Morris presented Mr. Knoras with the proclamation in front of the Selectboard Members and all present at the meeting.  Mr. Knoras received many congratulations, handshakes, and applause from everyone present at the meeting.

F.
PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS: - None
G.
BOARDS, COMMISSIONS AND DEPARTMENTAL MINUTES AND REPORTS:


1.  Springfield Airport Commission, Meeting Minutes, January 23, 2014


2.  Springfield Airport Commission, Agenda, February 20, 2014


3.  Springfield Housing Authority, Meeting Minutes, February 6, 2014


4.  Springfield Parks & Recreation, 2014 Spring Program


5.  Springfield Police Department, Monthly Report, February 2014


6.  Springfield Regional Chamber of Commerce, Newsletter, March 2014


7.  Springfield Regional Development Corporation, Meeting Minutes, January 28, 2014


8.  Springfield Regional Development Corporation, Agenda, February 25, 2014


9.  Springfield Restorative Justice Center, Combined Reports, November 12, 2013 through February 15, 2014

         
10.  Springfield Restorative Justice Center, Combined Reports, February 15, 2014 through March 17, 2014


11.  Springfield Senior Center, Monthly Newsletter, March 2014

Chairman Morris noted copies of the Springfield Airport Commission, Meeting Minutes, January 23, 2014, Springfield Airport Commission, Agenda, February 20, 2014, Springfield Housing Authority, Meeting Minutes, February 6, 2014, Springfield Parks & Recreation, 2014 Spring Program, Springfield Police Department, Monthly Report, February 2014, Springfield Regional Chamber of Commerce, Newsletter, March 2014, Springfield Regional Development Corporation, Meeting Minutes, January 28, 2014, Springfield Regional Development Corporation, Agenda, February 25, 2014, Springfield Restorative Justice Center, Combined Reports, November 12, 2013 through February 15, 2014, Springfield Restorative Justice Center, Combined Reports, February 15, 2014 through March 17, 2014, and the Springfield Senior Center, Monthly Newsletter, March 2014 could be obtained at the Town Manager’s office.
H.
ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS: - None
I.
OLD BUSINESS:  - None
J.
NEW BUSINESS:


1.  Electric Vehicle Charging Station Grant – Carol Lighthall, Executive Director of Springfield on the Move, came before the Board of Selectmen seeking approval to proceed with a grant to help pay for the installation of an Electric Vehicle Charging Station in Springfield.  The deadline for applying was in the fall of 2013; the Grant was re-opened earlier this year, unfortunately the time period was very short for submitting an application; March 10, 2014.  Executive Director Lighthall was allowed to submit a preliminary application by the State of Vermont.  In order to proceed, she needs to meet the requirement of having Board of Selectmen approval.

Executive Director Lighthall stated the grant was sponsored through the Agency of Natural Resources and Agency of Commerce & Community Development.  She presented the details of the grant.  She also reached out to the Energy Co-Coordinators, Green Mountain Power, Springfield Housing Authority, Springfield Savings & Loan, H. B. Energy, and Town Manager, Robert Forguites.


Executive Director Lighthall stated there were 308 electric plug-in vehicles registered in the State of Vermont last April.  There are now approximately 679 vehicles registered in Vermont (approximately twelve in Springfield). 


Some of the requirements for Executive Director Lighthall to consider when selecting the placement of the Electric Vehicle Charging Station were visibility within the Designated Downtown Area and approval from the Board of Selectmen.  The site presently being considered is in the Springfield Savings and Loan parking lot adjacent to the Town Office.


David Yesman wanted to know what this project was going to cost the Town of Springfield.  


Executive Director Lighthall explained that Green Mountain Power will own, insure, and maintain the Electric Vehicle Charging Station and is offering the Charger as a contribution to the project valued at $7,500.00.  The cost of getting power to the site is estimated to be $6,000.00.  The cost of installing the charger is estimated to be $8,800.00, with H. B. Energy providing a 25% in-kind match.  Springfield on the Move would furnish Project Management and Grant Administration at a cost of $2,500.00 and would provide $1,000.00 of the cost as a match.  The cost of Striping, Lettering, and Signage is estimated to be $3,000.00 with the Town furnishing $1,000.00 of the cost as an “In-Kind Service”.


Vice-Chairman Thompson wanted to share a little research she had done for this topic.    She stated that people who owned electric vehicles tended to be of higher to medium income.  Therefore, while they were charging their electric vehicles they could dine and shop in Springfield.
MOTION:
David Yesman moved to authorize the Town of Springfield to participate in the Electric Vehicle


Charging Station Grant as presented by Executive Director Carol Lighthall from Springfield on


the Move.  In addition, Town Manager, Robert Forguites, has authorization to sign the necessary


paperwork required for this project.



Seconded by George McNaughton.

Walter Dodd, resident of North Springfield addressed the Board.  Mr. Dodd stated he understood from the description here tonight, that Green Mountain Power will be a major participant in this program.  He stated he is aware of the program and the desire on the part of the State, the Agency of Natural Resources, to build out infrastructures to support electric cars and it is the ultimate goal of reducing greenhouse gas emissions.  Mr. Dodd suggested powering the electric vehicle charging stations from a hydro project or from a solar project; that would be fine.  He said he would fully support the project.  He stated the Town needs to look at where Green Mountain Power is getting their power.  Green Mountain Power is over 50% hydro and wind, 5% woodchip, and 30% spot market.  With spot market, you don’t know where the power source is coming from.  Mr. Dodd stated if you recharged a car from a woodchip plant, you would actually be operating less efficiently and emitting more carbon than you would to operate an ordinary gasoline car.  Therefore, Mr. Dodd recommends at this point with Green Mountain Power’s mix, if they are a major participant in this project, the Town should turn them down.

Executive Director Lighthall commented that H. B. Energy has discussed solar powered ideas.

Christopher Coughlin, resident of Springfield wanted to know what the cost would be to the person charging an electric vehicle.  Mr. Forguites hoped when the project is done there will be a card reader that is swiped so this is not a Town expense.  Mr. Coughlin also wanted to know if there would be a Road Tax charged at the electric car stations.  Executive Director Lighthall said from the research she did for the grant, the cost is .50 to $1.00 per car depending on the kilowatts.  She also stated the electric vehicles will be charged within four to six, (4-6) hours.

A question was also asked about what type of charging plug the charging station will have; different plugs charge different electrical vehicles.  Executive Director Lighthall went on to say not all of the details have been worked out. 

Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously.


2.  Board & Commission Appointments – Mr. Forguites went through the following Boards and Commission appointments with the Board of Selectmen.
MOTION:
David Yesman moved to approve the following One Year Term re-appointments to:


Surveyor of Wood & Lumber and Fence Viewer Boards = Richard Moore, James Tucker, and


Keith Ferguson.



Southern Windsor/Windham Counties Solid Waste Management District = Town Representative,



Forrest Randall.  Seconded by Peter MacGillivray.



Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously.

MOTION:
Vice-Chairman, Stephanie Thompson, moved to approve the two, (2), Four Year Term re-appointments


of Richard Filion and Judith Sterns to the Town Planning Commission.  



Seconded by David Yesman.



Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously.

MOTION:
George McNaughton moved to approve the re-appointment of three Board Members to the following



Boards or Committees:  Liaison to the Springfield Regional Development Corporation Board to Kristi



Morris, Liaison to the Springfield on the Move Board to Stephanie Thompson, Transportation Advisory



Committee to Kristi Morris, and Liaison to the Springfield Justice Center Board to Peter MacGillivray.



Seconded by Vice-Chairman, Stephanie Thompson.



Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously.

MOTION:
David Yesman moved to appoint Richard McInerney to a Five Year Term on the Springfield Housing


Authority Board.  Seconded by Vice-Chairman, Stephanie Thompson.



Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously.


Chairman Morris stated he recognized Frederic Koledo’s resignation from the Springfield Housing Authority Board.  He also thanked him for his 32 years of service.


3.  Toonerville Trail Permit – Mr. Forguites shared there was a Toonerville Trail Permit submitted from Richard Labrecque on the behalf of the Make a Wish Foundation of Vermont to hold a Fundraising Walk on Sunday, May 18, 2014 from 8:00 AM to 12:00 Noon.  The walk is entitled, “Nicole’s Walk for Make a Wish”.  Mr. Labrecque has sponsored the same type of fundraiser over the past years.  Mr. Labrecque’s daughter, Nicole, was award a wish by the Make a Wish Foundation.
 
Should the Board of Selectmen approve the request, it will be approved with the usual stipulations – notices posted at the trailhead a few days in advance; any dogs participating should be leashed, licensed, and under control; the trail should be cleaned up and debris properly disposed of following the walk.  The Board of Selectmen approved Mr. Labrecque’s request.

4.  Financial Plan – Town Highways -  Mr. Forguites explained that each year every Municipality has to file an Annual Financial Plan for Town Highways with the Agency of Transportation.  He also stated by doing so,  it allows the Town to receive State Aid and apply for grants.  The Town has to show they are spending at least $300.00 per mile on each of our Town Highways.
MOTION:
David Yesman moved for the Board of Selectmen to approve and sign the Annual Financial Plan for Town



Highways for the July 1, 2014 to June 30, 2015 year to be submitted to the Agency of Transportation.



Seconded Vice-Chairman, Stephanie Thompson.



Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously.


5.  Selectboard Workshop – Mr. Forguites stated that he and Chairman Morris have been working on projects and goals for the Board of Selectmen for the coming year.  They think an evening should be provided for a scheduled Selectboard Workshop; they are proposing Monday, April 21, 2014 at 6:00 PM or 7:00 PM.  (A copy of the list of some possible items is attached.)
MOTION:
David Yesman moved to hold a scheduled Selectboard Workshop to discuss projects and goals for the Board


of Selectmen for the coming year to be held on Monday, April 21, 2014 at 6:00 PM.  



Seconded by Vice-Chairman, Stephanie Thompson.


Chairman Morris encouraged the other Board Members to bring additional ideas to the Board Meeting of Monday, April 14, 2014.  Mr. Forguites commented the meeting will be warranted, but it will not be considered a regular Board of Selectmen meeting.  This is a Public Meeting, therefore, everyone that would like to attend may.



Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously.

K.
LEGISLATIVE REPORTS:  None
L.
CITIZENS COMMENTS: - Town Clerk Courchesne, reminded everyone Dog Licenses were due by April 1, 2014.

LOCAL CONTROL COMMISSION:


Liquor and Tobacco Licenses

Local Control Commission Opened at 8:10 PM.


George McNaughton explained that he would have to abstain from voting on the Liquor and Tobacco Renewal Licenses because he felt it was a conflict of interest for him.

MOTION:
David Yesman moved to approve the renewal of the following types of Liquor Licenses.


Second Class License:



Annis Equities, Inc.

D/B/A

Black River Kwik Stop



Quality Deli, LLC

D/B/A

Route 106N Market & Deli



Midway Oil Corporation

D/B/A

North Springfield Mobil



Brockton Corporation

D/B/A

Shaw’s Beer & Wine



First Class Restaurant License:



Oriental Palace Restaurant, Inc.
D/B/A

Oriental Palace Restaurant, Inc.



Sunshine, LLC


D/B/A

The Hole in the Hill



Springfield Village Pizza, Inc.
D/B/A

Springfield Village Pizza, Inc.



Springfield Bowl, Inc.

D/B/A

Springfield Bowl, Inc.



Black Rock Steakhouse, Inc.
D/B/A

Black Rock Steakhouse, Inc.



The Subway, Inc.

D/B/A

The Subway, Inc.



Riverside Restaurant, Inc.
D/B/A

Riverside Restaurant, Inc.



First Class Club License:



Veterans of Foreign Wars,
D/B/A

Veterans of Foreign Wars,


   
Springfield Club, Inc.



   Springfield Club, Inc.



Outside Consumption Permit:



Sunshine, LLC


D/B/A

The Hole in the Hill



Veterans of Foreign Wars
D/B/A

Veterans of Foreign Wars,


 
  Springfield Club, Inc.



   Springfield Club, Inc.



Black Rock Steakhouse, Inc.
D/B/A

Black Rock Steakhouse, Inc.



Seconded by Peter MacGillivray



Vote:  4 Yes, 1 Abstain (G. McNaughton)

MOTION:
Vice-Chairman, Stephanie Thompson, moved to approve an Open Container Permit for the Lunchbox



Café on behalf of Mr. Wayne Scharwath.  The events will be held on the following dates:  Saturday,



April 19, 2014 “Spring Fling” from 7:00 to 9:00 PM, Saturday, September 27, 2014 “Italian Night”


from 7:00 to 9:00 PM, and Saturday, October 25, 2014 “Fall Special” from 7:00 to 9:00 PM.



Seconded by David Yesman.



Vote:  4 Yes, 1 Abstain (G. McNaughton)

MOTION:
David Yesman moved to approve the renewal of the following Tobacco Licenses.




Annis Equities, Inc.

D/B/A

Black River Kwik Stop



Family Dollar Stores of 

D/B/A

Family Dollar Store #1613



   Vermont, Inc.



Quality Deli, LLC

D/B/A

Route 106N Market & Deli



D G Retail, LLC


D/B/A

Dollar General Store #11221



Midway Oil Corporation

D/B/A

North Springfield Mobil



Brockton Corporation

D/B/A

Shaw’s Beer & Wine

 

Seconded by Vice-Chairman, Stephanie Thompson.


Vote:  4 Yes, 1 Abstain (G. McNaughton)


Mr. Forguites also mentioned to the Board Members they should be considering if they want all the information copied for them on the Liquor and Tobacco Licenses.  Ms. Courchesne pointed out this will be the last year the Board of Selectmen will have to approve the Tobacco Licenses.  A short discussion followed, but no decision was made.  Mr. Forguites believes there will be another batch of licenses for renewal for the month of April.

Local Control Commission Closed at 8:38 PM.

M.
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS: - Chairman Morris asked for future agenda items.  Mr. Forguites mentioned there will be a Public Hearing at 6:30 PM on Monday, April 14, 2014 prior to the regular Board of Selectmen meeting to discuss the Storm Water Application and another Public Hearing at 6:00 or 6:30 PM on Monday, April 28, 2014 prior to the regular Board of Selectmen meeting to discuss the Town Plan.  Mr. MacGillivray said he would wait and Vice-Chairman Thompson didn’t have anything.  Mr. Yesman wanted to talk about the Pleasant Valley Road project again and Mr. McNaughton wanted to discuss the 2015 Paving Project because of the old infrastructure under the paving.  With that said, Vice-Chairman Thompson also suggested discussing Valley Street because of the old infrastructure under that road too.  

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  Contracts & Litigation

N.
ADJOURNMENT: 
MOTION:
Vice-Chairman, Stephanie Thompson, moved to adjourn the Regular Board of Selectmen meeting of 


March 24, 2014 to go into Executive Session for discussions on Contracts, Labor Relations, and Litigations.



at 8:41 PM.  Seconded by David Yesman.



Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,

Donna M. Hall

Recording Secretary
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