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PLANNING COMMISSION
Wednesday – April 2, 2014 – 7:00 P.M.

A. CALL TO ORDER: The Acting Vice-Chair called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

B.	ROLL CALL: Those present were Acting Chair Wilbur Horton, Richard Filion, Judith Stern, Karl Riotte, and Tyler Wade.  Also present was Bill Kearns, Secretary of the PC and Administrative Officer.  
C	DISCUSSIONS:
Continue Town regulation review.  Minor changes and edits that may have minor or major impact!!
The Acting Vice-Chair moved to the continued review and proposed edits of the Springfield Zoning Bylaws. The Commission commenced this session with a discussion on Article 3, Section 3.25 and 3.26, and “Agriculture” definition, then amendments to Section 3.28 Wireless Telecommunications Facilities. 

· Sections 3.25 and 3.26: Bill Kearns stated that he researched the definitions for Salvage, Recycling and Solid Waste in the state law and they added nothing to the descriptions of Class I and Class II facilities that are set forth in 3.26. He further stated that the possible project that might come before the DRB could be handled under the current wording in 3.26, which would be the regulation in force if the application is filed at this time.
· “Agriculture”: The Planning Commission looked at the definition of farming in the state law as it relates to agricultural uses in the Town of Springfield and how they are dealt with in our regulations. Though the state regulations go into some particularity with regard to different animals, The Planning Commission recommended that we do not change from our current enforcement, which uses the general definition of agriculture and not the particular number of fowl or animals.
· Section 3.28 Wireless Telecommunications Facilities: The Planning Commission noted the limitations on municipalities for bylaws set forth in 4413 (b) providing exclusive jurisdiction, with exceptions, under 30 VSA §248, had been passed since the current Section 3.28 had been adopted years ago. Bill Kearns then presented a draft regulation to replace the current §3.28. After that presentation the Planning Commission directed bill Kearns to review the remainder of Section 3.28 and make recommendations to the Planning Commission for edits to it. Wilbur Horton stated that it would appear that are regulation 3.28 is now overkill, because Section 248 takes much of the authority away from the municipality.

This ended the discussion of edits to Article 3 and the planning commission will begin the discussion of Article 4 at its next meeting. Prior to that meeting Bill Kearns will send an edited Article 4 to the members.

D.	MINUTES:	 Approval of minutes for March 5, 2014. Karl Riotte moved, second by Richard Filion to accept the minutes of March 5,2014, as presented, unanimously approved. 
E.	NEW BUSINESS:   None
F.	OLD BUSINESS:	  None
G.	COMMUNICATIONS:  None
H.	ADJOURNMENT: Tyler Wade moved to adjourn at 7:35 pm, second by Richard Filion, unanimously approved. 

PC Minutes April 2, 2014	Page 2

