TOWN OF SPRINGFIELD

SELECTMEN’S HALL – 96 MAIN STREET – THIRD FLOOR

REGULAR BOARD OF SELECTMEN MEETING 

MONDAY, May 12, 2014

PUBLIC HEARING  – PROPOSED TOWN PLAN UPDATES
Board Meeting Immediately Following the Public Hearing _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

MINUTES

A.
CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL:

Chairman, Kristi Morris, called the meeting to order at 7:57 PM.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Roll Call taken.

Board Members Present:  David Yesman, George McNaughton, Chairman, Kristi Morris, and Peter MacGillivray. 
Vice-Chairman, Stephanie Thompson Absent.

Also Present:  Town Manager, Robert Forguites, Comptroller, Jeffrey Mobus, Town Clerk, Barbara Courchesne, Administrative Officer, William, (Bill), Kearns and Town Attorney, Stephen Ankuda.

B.
MINUTES:

1.  Public Hearing – Proposed Town Plan – Meeting Minutes, April 28, 2014

2.  Regular Board of Selectmen, Meeting Minutes, April 28, 2014
MOTION:
Peter MacGillivray moved to approve Public Hearing – Proposed Town Plan, Meeting Minutes and


Regular Board of Selectmen, Meeting Minutes for April 28, 2014 with the following corrections



to the Public Hearing and Board of Selectmen Meeting Minutes.


Seconded by Chairman, Kristi Morris for discussion purposes.


Vote 5 Yes, passed unanimously.


Town Plan Meeting Minutes, Dated April 28, 2014:


George McNaughton requested a change on page 2, sixth paragraph, fifth sentence.  He wanted “mind” change to “mine”.

Board of Selectmen Meeting Minutes, Dated April 28, 2014:


David Yesman requested a change on page 2, first paragraph, third sentence.  He wanted “air marked” changed to “are”.  After a short discussion the change will be “ear marked”.
C.
ANY REQUESTED ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA:  

Mr. Forguites requested to add 3.  Board of Selectmen Summer Meeting Dates under J.  NEW BUSINESS.

Chairman Morris asked for objections and there were none.  Request granted.
D.
CITIZENS TO ADDRESS THE BOARD:  None
E.
PRIORITY BUSINESS: None   

F.
PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS:  None
G.
BOARDS, COMMISSIONS AND DEPARTMENTAL MINUTES AND REPORTS:


1.  Springfield Airport Commission, Meeting Minutes, April 17, 2014

2.  Springfield Airport Commission, Agenda, May 22, 2014

3.  Springfield Department of Public Works, Monthly Report, February 2014


4.  Springfield Department of Public Works, Monthly Report, March 2014


5.  Springfield Department of Public Works, Monthly Report, April 2014


6.  Springfield Police Monthly Report, April 2014


7.  Springfield On the Move, Meeting Minutes, April 17. 2014

8.  Springfield On the Move, Agenda, May 15, 2014

Chairman Morris noted copies of  the Springfield Airport Commission, Meeting Minutes, April 17, 2014, Springfield Airport Commission, Agenda, May 22, 2014, Springfield Department of Public Works, Monthly Report, February 2014, Springfield Department of Public Works, Monthly Report, March 2014, Springfield Department of Public Works, Monthly Report, April 2014, Springfield Police Monthly Report, April 2014, Springfield On the Move, Meeting Minutes, April 17. 2014, and Springfield On the Move, Agenda, May 15, 2014 may be obtained at the Town Manager’s Office.

H.
ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS:  None
I.
OLD BUSINESS:


1.  Town Plan – Possible Referral to Planning Commission:

George McNaughton wanted to adopt the Town Plan as presented with the “Red Lined” changes and changes made at tonight’s Public Hearing and send back to the Planning Commission.  

David Yesman thought the Board was moving too fast.  He wanted a list of all of the edits in front of him for reviewing.


During a short discussion, it was pointed out there is a “Red Lined” Town Plan from the Public Hearing of April 28th and meeting minutes of the Public Hearing tonight that will be used for the amendments.  George McNaughton read through additional edits made to the “Red Lined” Town Plan dated May 12, as discussed at the Public Hearing of tonight.


Pg. 17:  Struck the word zealously and use the word diligently.


Pg. 18:  Struck negatively unreasonably  and use the wording shall not have an undue adverse impact on the community.


Pg. 66:  Town Plan indicated there were two proposals for independent power generation, the sentence should read one


proposal for independent power generation.  That would be the third full paragraph.


Pg. 68:  There was a previous typo:  ofter was typed instead of often.

Pg. 87:
Strike the word is.

MOTION:
George McNaughton moved to adopt the Town Plan as presented with “Red Lined” changes and



changes of tonight’s meeting and to return the Town Plan to the Planning Commission for review



and for a report to be submitted to the Board of Selectmen within 15 days.



Seconded by Peter MacGillivray


Chairman Morris confirmed with Mr. Kearns that was the way he understood things to be too.  A. O., Kearns stated he didn’t like the wording of the motion to adopt the Town Plan.  He said he liked “adopting amendments to the Town Plan and sending the Town Plan back to the Planning Commission for their review and report”; and the Board of Selectmen would adopt the Town Plan at their next meeting.

George McNaughton and Peter MacGillivray withdrew their previous motions.

MOTION:
George McNaughton moved to approve the amendments for the Town Plan as presented with the Public



Hearing edits to the Planning Commission for review and submit a report to the Board of Selectmen and



set this matter for Final Public Hearing at 6:30 PM, June 16, 2014.


Seconded by Peter MacGillivray.



Chairman Morris asked, before the Board votes will there be any more follow up conversation, motion or discussion about moving forward for the proposed re-write?  George McNaughton wanted to deal with this motion first before moving on.  



Vote:  3 Yes, 1 No (D. Yesman) and Vice-Chairman Stephanie Thompson is absent.

Chairman Morris asked Mr. Kearns if the Board needed to make a motion for the Planning Commission to review the proposed Town with the edits from the two, (2), Public Hearings and submit a report to the Board of Selectmen or is this just done automatically.  A. O., Kearns said that was not necessary.  The time for the Municipal Planning Grant to be asked for is in the Fall.  A. O., Kearns indicated the July Planning Commission meeting could be used to finish up all the proposed changes to the regulations; which could be sent to the Board in August/September.  Sometime in August the Planning Commission could start working on the edits to the Town Plan.  That will be left up to the Board, if the Regional Planning Commission and their Staff will be helping, the Municipal Planning Grant won’t kick in for several months after that.  So the Board should decide how they want to proceed.

George McNaughton would like to wait until the June 16, 2014 meeting for any further motions.  He noted Vice-Chairman Thompson is very interested in a couple of the topics.  He also noted he still has the “Deferred List”.

A.O., Kearns also pointed out with the proposed Town Plan being amended with the requested edits and 2010 Census information, the regulations the Planning Commission is working on now with also have to be reviewed again for updates.


Chairman Morris asked the Planning Commission to submit a time frame by the June 16, 2014 meeting.  A. O., Kearns confirmed that would be fine.  Again, A. O., Kearns reminded the Board they will have to make the financial decision of how the Regional Planning Commission will get paid for their work.


Again, it was mentioned the Planning Commission has two, (2), vacant positions available for volunteers and the Board of Selectmen may have up to two, (2), non-voting members on the Planning Commission.


George McNaughton, on behalf of Kelly Stettner, said she would like a meeting with the Board of Selectmen and the Planning Commission to further work out language for buffer zones.

2.  Board & Commission Appointment:

Mr. Forguites commented the Town heard from another individual that is willing to be re-appointed to serve on the Airport Commission.

MOTION:
Peter MacGillivray moved to re-appoint Walter Striedieck to another Three, (3), Term on the



Airport Commission.



Seconded by George McNaughton



Vote:  Yes (4) and Vice-Chairman Stephanie Thompson is absent.

J.
NEW BUSINESS:


1.  Taxi Cab Licenses:

Robert Forguites indicated the Annual Taxi Cab Licenses and Taxi Cab Driver’s Licenses need to be renewed by the Board.  The only licensed operating taxi in Springfield is Days in Town Taxi.


Town Clerk, Barbara Courchesne, reviewed the application and paperwork submitted by Mr. & Mrs. Kim Rhoades.  In addition, Chief Douglas Johnston has also signed off on each of the four, (4), vehicles used and their driver licenses.  Also noted was the Rhoades have registered and licenses for four, (4), vehicles, but will only be using two, (2), at a time.

MOTION:
Peter MacGillivray moved to approve the Driver Licenses for Mr. & Mrs. Kim Rhoades and Taxi



Cab Licenses for Days in Taxi.



Seconded by George McNaughton



Vote:  Yes (4) Vice-Chairman Stephanie Thompson is absent.


2.  Manager Position:

Mr. Forguites put this item on the agenda so the Board of Selectmen could start making plans for his replacement.  He has contacted Vermont League of Cities and Towns, (VLCT), for information.  He passed out the information he received from VLCT to the Board members.  VLCT would provide a service to assist in the hiring of a new Town Manager.  A Representative would meet with the Board to discuss the details of the position.  They would collect resumes and do the advertising.  An estimate of the cost based on 60 applicants would be around $5,000.00 and advertising between $2,500.00 to $3,500.00.  Mr. Forguites commented the Board did not need to make a decision tonight.  Another option would be for the Board to run their own search for a Town Manager.

George McNaughton stated he would like to see VLCT at the next Board of Selectmen meeting.  Peter MacGillivray said he would like to see the Selectboard go with VLCT.  Mr. MacGillivray stated he would not be at the next Board meeting.  Chairman Morris asked what the salary range of the position would be.  Comptroller Mobus commented the position was “unclassified”.  Mr. Forguites also stated within the next couple of weeks VLCT would be releasing a Salary Survey.  He also stated depending on the area within the State the salary could range from $60,000.00 to $120,000.00.  Mr. McNaughton also requested to have the packet from VLCT before the next Board of Selectmen meeting.
MOTION:
David Yesman moved to partner with VLCT to assist with the search for a Town Manager.


Seconded by George McNaughton.



Vote:  Yes (4) Vice-Chairman Stephanie Thompson is absent.

Mr. Forguites said, “If the Board of Selectmen would like assistance with the hiring search for  a Town Manager, he would be glad to help”.  He also stated, “If they wanted him to stay out of the search, he was fine with that too”.


3.  Summer Meeting Schedule:

Mr. Forguites reminded the Board of Selectmen according to the Town’s Charter, the Board is only required to meet once during the months of June, July, and August.  He suggested June 16, July 14, and August 11.

MOTION:
David Yesman moved to adopt June 16, 2014, July 14, 2014, and August 11, 2014 for the Regular



Board of Selectmen meetings for the summer months.



Seconded by Peter MacGillivray



Vote:  Yes (4) Vice-Chairman Stephanie Thompson is absent.

K.
LEGISLATIVE REPORTS:  None
L.
CITIZENS COMMENTS:  

Jason Curtis, resident of Springfield, inquired if the Town Manager and Board of Selectmen received a petition.  At a Union Street Neighborhood Watch meeting a petition was started to have a street light put back in place in the area of Union, High and Spring Streets.


Mr. Forguites stated that he received the petition and still needs to speak with Green Mountain Power.

George McNaughton said if the petition was rejected, he wanted to know about it.


Comptroller Mobus reminded everyone that 4th Quarter Property and School Taxes are due Thursday, May 15, 2014.  The Town Office will be open until 6:00PM for citizens to pay their taxes.  On May 16, 2014 an 8% unpaid principle balance will apply in addition to the 1% of delinquent taxes.

Chairman Morris shared he had attended a Highway Safety Committee meeting in Bellows Falls today.  He pointed out the intersections of Union and Prospect Streets & Park Street and the Hospital Hill were areas within the last five, (5), years with the highest accident rate in Town.  He reminded everyone to drive carefully.

M.
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS:  

David Yesman said he would like a status update on the Lovejoy Wall and Tree Removal near the Cemetery Vault.

George McNaughton wanted to discuss the Eureka School House.


Peter MacGillivray wanted to discuss a Resource Officer for the Springfield High School.


David Yesman also added it would be nice to move ahead with the Park Street School Committee.


EXECUTIVE SESSION:  No Executive Session.
N.
ADJOURNMENT: 
MOTION:
David Yesman moved to adjourn the Board of Selectmen meeting of Monday,


May 12, 2014 and 9:01 PM.



Seconded by Peter MacGillivray.



Vote:  Yes (4) Vice-Chairman Stephanie Thompson is absent.

Respectfully Submitted,

Donna M. Hall

Recording Secretary
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