TOWN OF SPRINGFIELD
SELECTMEN’S HALL – 96 MAIN STREET – THIRD FLOOR
PUBLIC HEARING
                                                  MONDAY, MAY 23, 2016 @ 7:00 PM______________________________                                              

PUBLIC HEARING MINUTES

Chair, Kristi Morris, called the Public Hearing to order at 7:00 PM.  The Selectboard held the First Public Hearing and Second Reading to receive public input on a proposed addition to Ordinance 2016-2 Chapter 7 Health, Sanitation, Nuisances, Article II Nuisances, Added Division 8 Certain Nuisances Caused by Vacant Buildings, Added §§ 7-170 through 7-177.  

The purpose of this ordinance is to add Chapter 7, Article II Nuisances, Division 8.  Certain Nuisances Caused by Vacant Buildings concerning the protection of the health and safety of the public and the protection of property by requiring the securing and maintenance of vacant buildings and to provide for enforcement.

Chair Morris gave a brief description of the proposed ordinance and George McNaughton read the whole proposed ordinance out loud.   Also noted was a previous request of change that was not made; under Section 7-172, Definitions (a) the word remediation should be redevelopment.  In addition, Town Manager Yennerell and Walter Martone pointed out punctuation changes to be made.  

Peter MacGillivray questioned Section 7-172 Definitions, No. 6 which stated and that the portion of the building and grounds visible from the street will be made to have a presentable and safe appearance within a short period of time and will be kept in such a manner for the duration of the plan ahead.  In all of the other areas when a time frame is provided, there is an actual amount of days given.

Chair Morris also solicited input from the Town Citizens present at the Public Hearing.

Christopher Coughlin identified himself as a resident and a previous landlord who currently has a vacant building at the corner of Whitcomb and Park Streets.  Mr. Coughlin stated that he felt threatened from the language within the proposed ordinance.  He has been restoring his building as he has had time and financial means to do so.  He went on to state that his basement leaks and a repair to the foundation could cost over $100,000.00.  The woodwork has also deteriorated over time and if he could afford vinyl siding, he would not be able to do so because of the Historical Preservation Society.  Mr. Coughlin also stated that he is not willing to take on any debt load at his age either; he would really like to sell the property.

Lori Claffee, resident, stated she didn’t have a vacant building; however, she felt “criminal activity” should not be the only reason for this proposed ordinance.  The lack of improvements to buildings or empty buildings brings down the value of other houses in a neighborhood.

Richard Andrews, resident, stated he felt the proposed ordinance was a step in the right direction.  He also suggested a change to Section 7-174 Penalty and Enforcement, Section (a) by the addition of “or permission cannot be obtained”.

Christopher Coughlin and Walter Martone also discussed the topic of Liability Insurance, which is a request within the proposed ordinance for property owners to provide documentation.  

Huguette Coughlin, resident, also shared that sometimes when seeking Liability Insurance; it was like a “Catch 22” because a property owner would be required to make certain repairs before the building could be insured.

Chair Morris suggested the Ordinance Committee actually check with an insurance provider for clarification purposes.

George McNaughton proceeded to go through the proposed ordinance and review the suggested changes that everyone had suggested.

Town Manager Yennerell stated that the Ordinance Committee would be meeting again in early June.  He suggested the Selectboard send the proposed ordinance back to the Ordinance Committee for additional review and corrections.  The Ordinance Committee could report back to the Selectboard and another Public Hearing could be set for a future date.  The Selectboard agreed with the Town Manager’s suggestion.

Chair Morris closed the Public Hearing at 8:20 PM.

Submitted by:   Donna M. Hall, Recording Secretary
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TOWN OF SPRINGFIELD
SELECTMEN’S HALL – 96 MAIN STREET – THIRD FLOOR
SPRINGFIELD, VERMONT

SELECTBOARD MEETING
MAY 23, 2016

Immediately following the Public Hearing
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Meeting Minutes

A.	CONDUCT PUBLIC HEARING:  Please see the separate meeting minutes of the Public Hearing.

B.	CALL MEETING TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL:
	Chair, Kristi Morris, called the meeting to order at 8:21PM.  The Pledge of Allegiance and Roll Call was taken.

	Board Members Present:  Chair, Kristi Morris, Peter MacGillivray, George McNaughton 	and Walter Martone.
	Vice-Chair, Stephanie Thompson, was absent.  School Board Liaison, Stephen Karaffa was also in attendance. 

	Town Administration:  Town Manager, Tom Yennerell, Town Clerk, Barbara Courchesne, and Town Attorney, Stephen 	Ankuda.

	Robert “Bob” Flint, Executive Director, of Springfield Regional Development Corporation and Thomas “Tom” Kennedy, 	Executive Director, of Southern Windsor County Regional Planning Commission were also in attendance.

C. 	MINUTES:
	a. Selectboard Meeting Minutes, May 9, 2016.

MOTION:	George McNaughton moved to approve and accept the Regular Selectboard Meeting Minutes of May 9, 2016. 
		Seconded by:  Walter Martone.
		Vote:  4 Yes, passed unanimously (Vice-Chair Thompson Absent)

D.	PROPOSED ORDINANCE:
	ITEM 1:  Act on the proposed ordinance.

MOTION:	George McNaughton moved to remand the proposed ordinance to the Ordinance Committee to
		review the public input provided at the Public Hearing received tonight.
		Seconded by Walter Martone.
		Vote:  4 Yes, passed unanimously (Vice-Chair Thompson Absent)

E.	ANY REQUESTED ADDITIONS TO THIS AGENDA:  None

F.	CONSENT AGENDA:
	ITEM 2:  Veterans of Foreign War, (VFW), Memorial Day Service Parade.
	ITEM 3:  Springfield Alumni Association, Annual Alumni Parade.
	ITEM 4:  Taxi License Renewal.

MOTION:	George McNaughton moved to approve the following Consent Agenda items:

		The Veterans of Foreign War, (VFW), have submitted a Parade Permit Application for a
		Memorial Day Service and Parade to be held on Monday, May 30, 2016.  A short service will
		be held at the memorial Park along Route 106 starting at 9:30 AM.  The parade will start at
		approximately 9:50 AM proceeding from the Memorial Park going south on Route 106 until
		reaching the intersection of Route 106 and 11.  The procession will turn left, going west and
		then stop on the McDonald’s Bridge for a dedication to those killed at sea.  The Parade will
		end at the Riverside Middle School at approximately 10:30 AM.
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		The Springfield Alumni Association has submitted a Parade Permit Application for the Annual
		Alumni Parade to be held on Saturday, June 18, 2016.  The parade participants will assemble
		on Clinton Street and disassemble at the Riverside Middle School.  The parade will start at 10:00
		AM and end at approximately 12:30 PM.

		The authorization of the Taxi Cab Licenses and the Taxi Cab Driver’s Licenses for Kim and
		Denita Rhodes.

		Seconded by:  Walter Martone.

		Vote:  4 Yes, passed unanimously (Vice-Chair Thompson Absent)

G.	OLD BUSINESS:
	ITEM 5:  Strategic Planning Continuation – Economic Development.  Town Manager Yennerell explained the 	Selectboard Members had received in their packets an Updated Strategic Plan as of May 9, 2016, a more detailed 	Alternative Plan (put together by the Town Manager Yennerell, Executive Directors Flint and Kennedy) and the 	Original Strategic Plan to fill in as the Selectboard had done in previous meetings.  Town Manager Yennerell 	recommended starting with the “Alternative Plan”.

	Tom Kennedy explained there was a lot of Economic Development Administration, EDA, funding available.  The 	EDA wants to fund a Construction Project in this area.  Tom Kennedy and Bob Flint, Partners 	that work for 	and with the Town of Springfield want to know what the Springfield Selectboard wants to see the 	Partners focus on.

	Peter MacGillivray felt  that the North Springfield Industrial Park should be #1, the J & L Property #2, and the 	prison or the airport #3.

	Bob Flint stated the J & L property would be on-going, there are many entities working on the J & L property; 	coordinating the many steps of the project is quite an undertaking.  He also commented that he wouldn’t be	surprised if the Bryant-Grinder property was finished first.

	George McNaughton brought up the fact that the Armory on the Fairground Road has been vacant for years.
  
	Tom Kennedy informed the Selectboard that the EDA Funding will require a percentage match of funds from the 	Town.  He was present tonight so the Selectboard would be aware of the possible funding, the match, and to 	hopefully select a project or two.  Mr. Kennedy’s goal is to provide information that will be needed for the next 	budget session should the Town apply for EDA Funding.

	Town Manager Yennerell stated the Town needs to rebuild the Public Works Garage, hopefully using the Armory 	Facility.  George McNaughton also commented that he felt some of the people of North Springfield would be 	upset if the Town did anything 	over or next to the water fields in the form of using it as a Public Works Garage.
	Mr. Flint indicated that the Armory was an odd location for commercial business, plus there would also be 	the possibility of more truck traffic on the Fairground Road.

	Walter Martone wanted to know which projects would give the Town of Springfield the most bang for our buck.

	Tom Kennedy would like to see the Town follow through with the North Springfield Industrial Park Access Road 	and promote the Revolving Loan Fund for future business investors in the Town of Springfield or maybe a project 	at the airport.

	Bob Flint acknowledged the EDA was in Springfield and they have seen and understand the need for the North 	Springfield Industrial Park Access Road.   He also feels the Revolving Loan Fund or Marketing Springfield would 	be good investments for the Town of Springfield.
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	George McNaughton agrees with Mr. MacGillivray, the J & L building would be a great project.  He 	acknowledge the extensive amount of work that has gone into the J & L building, but it is not work the public can 	actually see.  Having a project that is visible to the community would be good for morale.

	Town Manager Yennerell would like to use the Revolving Loan Fund for a Feasibility Study of the North 	Springfield Industrial Park Access Road and then use the EDA Funds for the access road.

	Town Manager Yennerell inquired of the deadline for the EDA Funding.  Tom Kennedy stated the deadline is the 	sooner the better or the end of this year.

	Goal for Economic Development:

	A growing and vibrant economy in Springfield that:
		-	provides good job opportunities for a variety of skill levels, especially for Springfield youth 				entering the labor market;
		-	effectively utilizes the land designated for commercial development;
		- 	is diverse and sustainable;
		-	attracts a broad range of employees to work, buy homes, and raise families in our
			community; and
		-	establishes a solid tax base to support the community.

	Object 1:

	Create a vision for the Town which is futuristic and tailored to the Town, taking into consideration its topography, 	architecture, Internet infrastructure, and demographics.

		Action Step and Project 1:
MOTION:	Walter Martone moved for the Town Manager to continue working  with the Springfield 				Regional Development Corporation, and the Southern Windsor County Regional Planning 				Commission to perform an Engineering Study of the North Springfield Industrial Park 				Access Road by the end of this year and to use the Revolving Loan Funds.
		Seconded by:  George McNaughton.
		Vote:  4 Yes, passed unanimously (Vice-Chair Thompson Absent)
		[Target Date:  December 31, 2016.  Responsible person(s) and/or organization(s):  Town Manager,
		SRDC, and SWCRPC]

		Action Step and Project 2:
MOTION:	George McNaughton moved that the Town work with SRDC for the Redeveloping of the J & L 			Property and the project remain the highest priority in the Town.
		Seconded by:  Walter Martone.
		[Target Date:  On-going.  Responsible person(s) and/or organization(s):  Selectboard and SRDC]

		Chair Morris inquired of Mr. McNaughton how is it the “highest Priority”?  Chair Morris wanted to
		know what that was supposed to mean.

		George McNaughton said it means it gets the highest priority for a morale boost for this Town.  Walter 			Martone said it meant when Bob Flint comes to the Selectboard we should give him our full
		attention and support. 

		Vote:  4 Yes, passed unanimously (Vice-Chair Thompson Absent)
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		Action Step and Project 3:
MOTION:	Peter MacGillivray moved the Selectboard request the Public Works Department to locate
		where the closest existing sewer/wastewater system hookup is for the airport.
		Seconded by Walter Martone.
		Vote:  4 Yes, passed unanimously (Vice-Chair Thompson Absent)
		[Target Date: 30 Days from today.  Responsible Person(s) and/or organization(s):  Public
		Works Department

		Action Step and Project 4:
MOTION:	George McNaughton moved to find out the amount of available acreage at the airport.
		[Target Date:  December 31, 2016.  Responsible person(s) and/or organization(s):  Public
		Works and SRDC]

	Bob Flint shared there was an Airport State Plan that was written a couple of years ago, which would state the 	amount 	of acreage at the airport in North Springfield.  He also stated that the sewer/wastewater hookup with the 	Town is something that is needed at the airport.

		NO SECOND.  

		AMENDED MOTION
		Action Step and Project 4:
MOTION:	George McNaughton moved to find out the amount of available acreage at the airport.
		Seconded by:  Walter Martone.
		[Target Date:  90 Days from today.  Responsible person(s) and/or organization(s):  SRDC]

	Walter Martone wanted to know what Mr. McNaughton was going to do with the information.  Mr. McNaughton 	was going to determine where the acreage was in regards to the available sewer/wastewater hookup.

		Vote:  4 Yes, passed unanimously (Vice-Chair Thompson Absent)

	George McNaughton mentioned somewhere there were drawings of the prison property that includes the land the 	Town of Springfield is entitled to per the agreement when the State Correctional Facility was built.  He also stated 	there was some contamination on the site.  Mr. McNaughton inquired what type of business would be able to be 	housed next to the prison.

	Town Manager Yennerell stated there was about 30 acres available to the Town.  He has recently had an engineer 	produce a topographic map and cost estimates for necessary improvements once the details of the 	Maintenance 	Agreement of the access road was worked out with the state.  Town Manager Yennerell has been in contact with 	Commissioner  Michael Obuchowski from the State of Vermont.  A conference call between Commissioner 	Obuchowski, Town Manager Yennerell, Town Attorney Ankuda, and Bob Flint of SRDC will be 	scheduled soon.

		Action Step and Project 5:
MOTION:	George McNaughton moved for the Town Manager to negotiate terms of a Maintenance Agreement 		with the State of Vermont with regards to the access road to the prison.
		Seconded by:  Walter Martone.
		[Target Date:  May 2017.  Responsible person(s) and/or organization(s):  Town Manager,
		Town Attorney, and SRDC]

	Bob Flint shared there has been approximately five – six, (5 – 6), inquiries about the property near the prison.  	There was one good potential inquiry.  The access road is not ideal for truck traffic either.

		Vote:  4 Yes, passed unanimously (Vice-Chair Thompson Absent)
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[bookmark: _GoBack]MOTION:	Peter MacGillivray moved to suspend the remainder of the discussion regarding Economic
		Development until another evening.
		Seconded by:  Walter Martone.
		Vote:  4 Yes, passed unanimously (Vice-Chair Thompson Absent)

	ITEM 6:  Student Representative to the Selectboard (continuation).  The School Board Director Liaison, Steve 	Karaffa reminded us that the School Administration was going to work on the process of selecting a Student 	Representative over the summer.  The goal is for a Student Representative to start at the beginning of the school 	year in the fall.  The Selectboard did not have to take any action on this item.

H.	TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT:  Chair Morris read out loud the Town Manager’s Report of May 23, 2016.  	The Town Manager’s Report may be viewed on the Town’s Website or a copy picked up at the Town Manager’s 	Office.

I.	FUTURE AGENDA ITEM PROPOSALS:  There were not any requests for future agenda items.

J.	OTHER AGENDAS, MINUTES & CORRESPONDENCE:
	1.  Airport Commission, Meeting Minutes – April 28, 2016.
	2.  Energy Committee, Agenda – May 19, 2016.
	3.  Housing Authority, Meeting Minutes – May 10, 2016.
	4.  Library Trustees, Meeting Minutes – April 25, 2016 & May 10, 2016.
	5.  Parks & Recreation, 2016 Summer Camp Brochure.
	6.  SOM Board of Directors, Meeting Minutes – April 21, 2016.
	7.  SOM Downtown Economic Development Committee, Agenda – May 11, 2016.
	8.  SOM Board of Directors, Agenda – May 19, 2016.
	9.  School Board Ex-Officio Report – May 17, 2016
	10.Town Charter Review Committee, Agenda & Meeting Minutes – May 11, 2016.		

	Chair Morris read out loud the list of OTHER AGENDAS, MINUTES & CORRESPONDENCE.  Copies of 	this correspondence may be viewed on the Town’s Website or copies picked up at the Town Manager’s Office.

K.	CITIZEN’S COMMENTS:  There were not any comments this evening.

L.	ADJOURNMENT: 

MOTION:	Peter MacGillivray moved to adjourn the Regular Selectboard Meeting of Monday, May 23, 2016.
		Seconded by:  George McNaughton
		Vote:  4 Yes, passed unanimously (Vice-Chair Thompson Absent)

The Selectboard Meeting adjourned at 9:55 PM.

Respectfully Submitted By,




Donna M. Hall,
Recording Secretary
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