MINUTES 
PLANNING COMMISSION
Wednesday – May 4, 2016 – 7:00 PM

A.	CALL TO ORDER: The Chair called the meeting to order at 7:10 PM

B.	ROLL CALL: Members present: Tom Hall, Lori Claffee, Judith Stern, Chuck Gregory, Chair Wilbur Horton, Mike Knoras, Richard Filion, Walter Clark, and Amanda Rundle. Nonvoting members present: George McNaughton and Walter Martone. 
	Residents from North Springfield present: Dorothy Garland and Francine Provost whose interest is in the North School in North Springfield.
	Also present: Dan Potter of the SWCRPC and zoning administrator, Bill Kearns, secretary of the planning commission. Scott Farr of the HDEC was present to confer with Dan Potter regarding the Education Chapter. He left before the meeting began.
 
C.	DISCUSSION:

1.	Continue the review of the Town Plan:
· Education Chapter
The Chair called upon Dan Potter to present the Education Chapter. Dan Potter stated that he had not included some of the items that were proposed by Scott Farr, but Scott had given them to him before the meeting and he would include them as the planning commission wanted.
Walter Clark asked if Dan Potter could read the proposal as there was only one copy, and the Chair stated he could do so, if there were no objection, and there was none. Dan Potter read the 3 sections, which the planning commission accepted as follows: the 1st one was fine as read; the 2nd was edited to take out the publicity puff pieces but leave in the web references and the good information, and the 3rd had to do with the nursing classes offered and that was edited to take out editorial comments but leave in the relevant information and web reference.
Walter Martone had a format suggestion for headings which was accepted. 
Dan will incorporate these into the Education Chapter and resend that to the planning commission as a completed chapter

· Recreation Chapter
The Chair called upon Dan Potter to lead the discussion of the Recreation Chapter.
Page 1: Walter Martone suggested adding “participation in sports” to the list in the 2nd sentence of the opening paragraph. And in the next-to-last line “offers”
Page 2: at the very top of the page, “Keeping these participation numbers high is certainly a” with “Maintaining and increasing the number of youth is an important”. At the bottom of the page, there was a question on what the major and minor park improvements are, and those were discussed.
Page 3: at the top of the page the proper name is North School Preservation Society, and there were some minor edits and the rest of the page.
Page 4: the reference to VAST should be corrected to Vermont Association of Snow Travelers. In the middle of the page, there is a reference to Class IV roads and it was requested that Class IV roads be defined. [Later in the meeting, the Administrative Officer suggested that in addition to Class IV roads, legal trails should be included in the no. 062 or 3 reference to roads to be saved.] At the bottom of the page there was a typo correction.
Page 5: at the top of the page, it was suggested that a short description of the Muckross State Park be added. There was a typo correction to Connecticut River Access in the 2nd sentence was edited to start “The access area provides….” At the very bottom of the page, change the: sentence to read something like “Many of these concepts may provide examples of projects to provide recreational opportunities at the neighborhood level.”
Page 6: in the 1st paragraph do not capitalize “downtown health district” and there was a typo at the end where a period should be inserted. There were some typos in the 1st part of the library paragraph, and the 2nd sentence should state “The Town encourages the Library to expand its role in recreational services.” At the bottom of the page “this activity” should be “these activities”.
Page 7: “entire area” should be “entire region”. In Goal 3, add a space between the word “support” and “the”. In goal 6. change the “through capital investment (timber sales)” to refer to “revenue from timber sales from Town Forest.” In goal 12, change the wording to something like “Develop strategies to implement the recreational opportunities proposed in the Downtown Master Plan,….”
Page 8: number 9 – “Finish the Ancient Road work and” should be deleted and the 1st portion of 9 should state “Map and protect the Class IV town roads and legal trails that have some recreational value…” the rest of this sentence being kept.
Page 9: there were no changes.
This ended the discussion with regard to the Recreation Chapter 

· Natural Resources.
The Chair called on Dan Potter to present the Natural Resources Chapter.
Page 1: the correct title is, at the bottom of the page, Connecticut River Joint Commission.
Page 2: there was a long discussion of buffer areas, with a recommendation that we allow more activity in the buffer areas while “maintaining the function of the buffer area.” That should be added to the 2nd sentence of the next-to-last paragraph on the page.
Page 3: Remove the word “also” in the next to last sentence of the 1st full paragraph.
Page 4: the last sentence of the of the 3rd paragraph is saying that the maps contain errors and should not be used without ground proofing the delineation of the areas. 
Page 5: there was a discussion concerning the wording in the paragraph concerning the Springfield Reservoir. After long discussion about the interest of Springfield in that reservoir and whether or not it should be included in the town plan, there was a
MOTION by Mike Knoras, seconded by Judith Stern to leave the paragraph on the reservoir as it is. The vote on that motion was: Aye: Wilbur Horton, Richard Filion, Mike Knoras, Chuck Gregory, and Judith Stern; No: Lori Claffee, Tom Hall, and Amanda Rundle, and Walter Clark abstained.
	The motion passed 5 Aye, 3 No, with one abstention.
Page 6: in the 2nd full paragraph add South Street to the list of hilltop pasture areas. Remove the last sentence of that same paragraph.
Page 7: in the 1st full paragraph the highlighted portion check the deed on the town forest to see if that clause is there and whether it is relevant to put it here. In the following paragraph take out the intersection reference - the proper references is to the Cutler Drive.
Page 8: Dan Potter will update the table. With regard to being able to map the “current use” Bill Kearns will check with the Listers office. 1st line of the last paragraph, the word “maps” should be changed to “map.”
Page 9: with regard to contiguous forestland and travel corridors, and the reference at the end to mapping wildlife crossing areas, we need to check to see if there is such a map. Bill Kearns will check.
Page 10: with regard to removing invasive species, it should be done in the entire town not just in the developed portions.
Page 11: the light pollution is from everywhere, not just Downtown structures. Under mineral resources, the experimental reclamation scenario should be those approved by the federal, state and local regulations, and officials.
Page 12: no changes.
Page 13: goal number 5 should be changed to state “Establish a version of the regulation of buffer areas in Springfield which does not preclude landscaping beautification or permaculture applications.” Delete goal number 7.
Page 14: number 20. The adverb “municipally” should be deleted. In goal number 23, add the words “plants and vegetation” between the words “invasive species.”
That ended the discussion on the Natural and Scenic Resources Chapter. Dan Potter will make the edits and bring it back to the Planning Commission

2.   Future Meetings:
      The Chair moved on to discuss the future meetings:
· June 1 6:30 PM public Hearing on “Rooming house” Regulation (proposed)
· June 1 “after PH” Regular meeting – Jason Rasmussen to evaluate Town “Planning Process” as required annually. 
· July 6 7:00 PM public hearing on all the chapters of the town plan, which have been amended by the planning commission to date, but not subject of a public hearing yet. 
· River Corridor Proposed Regulations. Jason Rasmussen and I have worked on regulations for the River Corridor. We need to schedule a public meeting to discuss the River Corridor in general and the possible regulations in particular. River corridor regulation is voluntary and not required by the state. Discussion.

D.	MINUTES:	 Approval of minutes for April 6, 2016. Chuck Gregory edited the minutes to show that Becky Thomas is the District Director of the State Health Department. Mike Knoras moved, seconded by Richard Filion to approve the minutes of April 6, 2016 as amended. Motion passed  unanimously.

E.	NEW BUSINESS:   

	Bill Kearns stated that he had copies of the following 2 items for any members of the Planning Commission who wanted to see them and or attend the Weathersfield or Chester meeting.
· Weathersfield subdivision near Crown Point Golf Course 
· Unified Development Bylaws – Town of Chester, Vermont
	
	Organizational Meeting:
	The Chair asked for nominations for Chair. Wilbur Horton was nominated by Mike Knoras with a 2nd by Walter Clark. There being no further nominations for the position, Wilbur was unanimously elected.
	The Chair asked for nominations for Vice Chair. Richard Filion nominated Walter Clark with a 2nd by Mike Knoras. There being no further nominations for the position, Walter Clark was unanimously elected.
	The Chair asked for nominations for Secretary. Walter Clark nominated Bill Kearns 2nd by Mike Knoras. Chuck Gregory nominated himself, Chuck Gregory. There being no further nominations, the Chair called for a vote for Bill Kearns. Voting for Bill Kearns were Amanda Rundle, Wilbur Horton, Walter Clark, Richard Filion, Mike Knoras, and Lori Claffee. The Chair called for votes for Chuck Gregory. Tom Hall voted for Chuck Gregory. In the voting Chuck Gregory abstained. 

F.	OLD BUSINESS:	
 
· Work Process, provided members wish to discuss them.
It was unanimously agreed that this discussion would take place at the August Planning Commission meeting.
· Oath and Conflict of Interest. Discussion
Bill Kearns stated that the only directive he could find on this was the one that was included with the swearing-in of each Commissioner at the time they took the oath of office.	

[bookmark: _GoBack]MOTION Mike Knoras moved, second by Chuck Gregory that the meeting of the Planning commission shall be subject to the Robert’s Rules of Order. Passed Unanimously.  
	
George McNaughton asked if he could have the people working on the Health Chapter bring it back to us at the July meeting for putting it on the agenda for discussion at the August meeting. It was agreed that that could be done. 

G.	COMMUNICATIONS: There were none.

H.	ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business to come before the meeting, on motion duly made and seconded the meeting was adjourned at 9:52 PM
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