TOWN OF SPRINGFIELD
SELECTMEN’S HALL – 96 MAIN STREET – THIRD FLOOR
REGULAR BOARD OF SELECTMEN MEETING
MONDAY, JUNE 15, 2015 @ 7:00 PM
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

MEETING MINUTES

A.	CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL:
	Chairman, Kristi Morris, called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.  The Pledge of Allegiance and Roll Call was taken.

	Board Members Present:  Chairman, Kristi Morris, Vice-Chairman, Stephanie Thompson, Walter Martone, and George 	McNaughton.  Peter MacGillivray was absent.
	
	Also Present:  Town Manager, Tom Yennerell, Comptroller, Jeff Mobus, Town Clerk, Barbara Courchesne and Town 	Attorney, Stephen Ankuda. 

B.	ANY REQUESTED ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA: None

C.	MINUTES:
	Regular Board of Selectmen, Meeting Minutes, May 26, 2015
	Special Board of Selectmen, Meeting Minutes, June 11, 2015

MOTION:	Walter Martone moved to approve the Regular Board of Selectmen Meeting Minutes of May 26, 2015 with
		one minor change and the Special Board of Selectmen Meeting Minutes of June 11, 2015.
		Seconded by Vice-Chairman, Stephanie Thompson

	The change requested was on the first motion; typed was “Seconded by William Martone” should be “Seconded by Walter
	Martone”.

		Vote:  4 Yes, passed unanimously

	Local Liquor Control opened at 7:04 PM.
	
D.	LIQUOR CONTROL COMMISSION:
	ITEM 1:  Liquor Licenses – Festival Permit – Loyal Order of Moose Lodge #679 – Town Clerk, Barbara Courchesne, 	explained the need for a “Festival Permit”.  The Vermont Department of Liquor Control will no longer allow clubs to 	“transfer” liquor license coverage to other locations.  Ms. Courchesne also noted a Festival Permit is a one-time deal; 	requiring the club to apply for a permit each time they host an event off site.

MOTION:	Vice Chairman, Stephanie Thompson, moved to approve the Festival Permit Liquor License for the
		Loyal Order of Moose Lodge #679 located at 39 South Street for use at the Ferguson Farm located
		at 220 Spencer Hollow Road for the Annual Family BBQ/Picnic.  The event will be held Saturday,
		August 8, 2015 from 11:00 AM to 6:00 PM.  In addition, Town Clerk, Barbara Courchesne has been
		authorized to sign the original permit.
		Seconded by George McNaughton
		Vote:  4 Yes, passed unanimously

	Local Liquor Control closed at 7:12 PM.  

E.	OLD BUISNESS
ITEM 2:  Solar Contracts Discussion and Approvals – The Town of Springfield has been discussing and considering 	entering into the purchase of solar credits from two solar panel companies.  Town Manager, Tom Yennerell, introduced the 	representatives from the two businesses the 	Town has been negotiating with.  The Town Manager pointed out the Town is 	not building anything, we are simply purchasing solar credits which will potentially save the Town $40,000.00 a year in 	purchasing electricity and it is estimated the 	Town will receive around $60,000.00 in additional taxes annually.
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Winstanley Enterprises 
Eric Nelson, VP Asset Management
John Hall, Facilities Manager
Ralph Meima of Green Lantern Development
Daniel Ingold of Powersmith

Springfield Solar Alliance II, LLC
	Dennis McPadden
	Chris Cadwell of Green Peak Solar
	
	Stephen Ankuda shared the 500 kW Solar Array for Winstanley Enterprises, known as WSD NM II LLC, will be located in 	the Industrial Park and the other 500 kW Solar Array for Springfield Solar Alliance II, LLC will be located on School Street.  	Both of the Solar Arrays are in North Springfield.

	If the Town enters into Solar Contracts, the Town is only agreeing to buy credits against our electric bills.  The Town would 	purchase credit at the rate of $.875 for every $1.00 of credit.  The Town would tie certain meter accounts to each array; those 	arrays produce solar power and the utility pays the producer by giving them credits on an electric meter.  

	Attorney Ankuda went on to state whether these arrays are built they will need Certificates of Public Good issued by the 	Public Service Board, (PSB).  The PSB has jurisdiction over these arrays, such if they are allowed to be built or if certain 	conditions will be imposed on the arrays.  The public can voice what they would like to happen and what their interest is, but 	it is up to the PSB if the Solar Arrays can be built.  The Town is only contracting for the power credits, if power is actually 	produced.  The Town of Springfield will be using both 500 kWh Solar Arrays.  
  
	The pros and cons were discussed between the Selectboard Members and the Representative of both businesses.  All of this is 	evidence by the executed contracts on file.  The only 	risk is if electric costs substantially decrease.  Then the Town would 	not be able to use all the credits it is committed to buy.  It was decided that a substantial electric cost decrease is unlikely.  

	Walter Dodd, resident, questioned why the Town has not considered building their own Solar Array.  Attorney Ankuda 	explained the Town does not pay taxes.  There is a 30% Federal Income Tax Credit offered to builders of solar arrays and 	that is what makes the arrays financially viable.  In addition, when the Town contracts to purchase credits, the Town is not 	responsible for the repair or maintenance of a Solar Array.

MOTION:	George McNaughton moved to approve two, (2), Solar Energy Service Agreements for two 500 kWh
		Solar Array Contracts with WSD NM II, LLC and Springfield Solar Alliance II, LLC with a floor
		price of 14.959 cents with the term of a 20 year agreement with a 5 year renewal and authorize the
		Selectboard Chair to sign, pending review by the Town Attorney and subject meter allocation by
		the Town Manager and/or his designee.
		Seconded by Walter Martone
		Vote:  4 Yes, passed unanimously

F.	NEW BUSINESS:
	ITEM 3:  Dog Warrant – Town Manager, Tom Yennerell, explained that each year the Town Clerk prepares a Dog Warrant 	and list of all unregistered dogs and wolf-hybrids in the Town to be approved by the Board of Selectmen.  After the approval 	the Dog Warrant is submitted to the Town Constable or any Public Officer. 

MOTION:	George McNaughton moved to approve the Dog Warrant and attached list of all unregistered dogs and wolf-
		hybrids as submitted by Town Clerk, Barbara Courchesne.
		Seconded by Walter Martone
		Vote:  4 Yes, passed unanimously

ITEM 4:  Drain Layer Licenses – Town Manager Yennerell stated the approval of the Drain Layer Licenses was another “Annual Event”.  Town Clerk Courchesne has prepared a memo and list of 25 applicants for Drain Layer Licenses.  She also indicated Public Works Director, Jeff Strong, has already reviewed and approved the attached list. 

MOTION:	George McNaughton moved to approve the Drain Layer Licenses for the applicants on the list prepared
		by Town Clerk/Treasurer, Barbara Courchesne, and authorizes her to issue the licenses.
		Seconded by Vice-Chairman, Stephanie Thompson.
		Vote:  4 Yes, passed unanimously
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	Chairman, Kristi Morris, inquired if there was a fee charged for the Drain Layer Licenses.  Town Clerk Courchesne stated the 	Town Ordinance allows a fee of $10.00 to be collected for each license issued.	

	ITEM 5:  Park Street School Committee Appointment – The Park Street School Joint Committee is ready to start meeting again.  However, with former Selectboard Member, David Yesman, no longer on the Selectboard a new Selectboard Member needs to be appointed.

MOTION:	George McNaughton moved to appoint Selectboard Member, Walter Martone, to the Park Street School
		Joint Committee.
		Seconded by Vice-Chairman, Stephanie Thompson
	
	Walter Martone shared he has already met with the School Board Chairman, Jeanice Garfield, and School 	Superintendent, 	Zachary McLaughlin, to catch up on topics of the committee.  Chairman Morris also offered to share information with Mr. 	Martone and notify him of the scheduled meetings.

		Vote:  4 Yes, passed unanimously

	ITEM 6:  Planning Commission Ex-Officio Appointments – The Planning Commission can have two, (2), Ex-Officio Members on the existing Commission.  The Ex-Officio positions do not vote on matters of the Commission.  Currently, there are none and there has been a request from a Selectboard Member to make such appointments.

MOTION:	Walter Martone moved to appoint Selectboard Member, George McNaughton, as an Ex-Officio to the 
		Planning Commission.
		Seconded by Vice-Chairman, Stephanie Thompson

	George McNaughton stated he also wanted to appoint the Town Constable to the Planning Commission.

		Amended Motion
MOTION:	Walter Martone moved to appoint Selectboard Member, George McNaughton, and Town Constable,
		Bill Roberson, as Ex-Officio Members to the Planning Commission.
		Seconded by Vice-Chairman, Stephanie Thompson
		
	Lori Claffee, resident, questioned why two more members would be appointed to the Planning Commission when the 	Commission already has nine, (9) members.

	George McNaughton shared his reasoning; he would serve for better communication and coordination between the Planning 	Commission and the Selectboard.  The Town Constable, Bill Roberson, would be in on the ground floor to learn and be 	exposed 	to the Town’s ordinances.

		 Vote:  4 Yes, passed unanimously

	ITEM 7:  Boards, Commissions, & Committees – Resignation & Appointment – A Board Member for the Springfield 	Housing Authority has submitted a letter of resignation and there has already been a person interested in filling the remainder 	of the term.

MOTION:	Walter Martone moved to accept the resignation of Sherry Hatt from the Board of Directors for the
		Springfield Housing Authority.
		Seconded by Vice-Chairman, Stephanie Thompson.
		Vote:  4 Yes, passed unanimously

MOTION:	Walter Martone moved to appoint Carol Cole as a Director to the Springfield Housing Authority Board.
		Ms. Cole will fill the remainder of the open term; which expires March 26, 2017.
		Seconded by Vice-Chairman, Stephanie Thompson
		Vote:  4 Yes, passed unanimously

ITEM 8:  Sewer Project – Loan Approval – Town Manager Yennerell explained there was more paperwork to be processed 	in order to keep up with the Valley Street Sewer Project.  When the Selectboard approved and signed the original Revolving Loan Fund Application the loan was $220,000.00.  There was additional sewer work added up hill of the intersection of Valley and Pleasant Street; increasing the project by $71,000.00 for a total of $291,000.00.
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MOTION:	Vice-Chairman, Stephanie Thompson, moved to approve the additional $71,000.00 for the Valley Street
		Sewer Project; making the total loan $291,000.00.  In addition, Town Manager, Tom Yennerell, is appointed
		as the Authorized Representative.
		Seconded by Walter Martone
		Vote:  4 Yes, passed unanimously

G.	MANAGER’S REPORT: - Chairman Morris indicated the Town Manager’s Report was always part of the Board of 	Selectmen’s Packets.  Chairman Morris gave a brief highlight of the report and stated copies could be picked up at the Town 	Manager’s office or viewed on the Town Website, www.springfieldvt.govoffice2.com/

H.	OTHER MINUTES & CORRESPONDENCE:
	1.  Airport Commission, Meeting Minutes, May 21, 2015
	2.  Energy Committee, Meeting Minutes, April 16, 2015
	3.  Fire Department, Monthly Report, May 2015
	4.  Highway Department, Monthly Report, May 2015
	5.  Springfield Housing Authority, Agenda, June 9, 2015
	6.  Police Department, Monthly Report, May 2015
	7.  Copy of Winstanley’s Petition with the PSB
	8.  Copy of Superior Court Demolition Appeal for 105 Clinton Street

	Chairman Morris read through the above list of paperwork for the SAPA TV viewers.  He also noted copies could be picked 	up at the Town Manager’s office or viewed on the Town Website, www.springfieldvt.govoffice2.com/.

	Walter Martone asked about a Town Appraisal.  Town Manager Yenerell explained the lengthy project.  He also indicated it 	probably would not be completed until 2018.

	Vice-Chairman Thompson inquired about the Main Street Paving Project.  Town Manager Yennerell shared that Pike `	Industries were the only bidders for the project and was awarded the contract from the State of Vermont.  He is 	scheduled to attend a pre-construction meeting on July 9th; at which time he hopes to hear when the paving will start in 	Springfield.  The contract finish date is the summer of 2016 and four different Town Main Streets are to be paved.  At this 	time, the Town is not certain which Town Main Streets will be paved during 2015 and 2016. 

	Walter Clark, resident, asked about the Status of the Electric Vehicle Charging Station.  He wanted to know if there was 	going to be a charging station at the new Park and Ride by the interstate; why is one needed in Town.  Town Manager 	Yennerell explained there will not be any cost to the tax payers for the charging station in Town.  He also stated Green 	Mountain Power has been very generous.  Springfield on the Move obtained grant fund for it and has spear headed the 	charging station project with the hope by having a charging station in town, visitors will patronize the stores and restaurants 	in town.

	Lori Claffee, Neighborhood Alliance, shared praise for the United Methodist Army, (Church Youth Group), that will be 	working in town for a week in July.  She said the group has been very accommodating and very supportive to a resident on 	Union Street.

	Richard Andrews, resident, pointed out that old signs were still standing at the temporary park and ride on Clinton Street.  	The old signs state there is to be “No Parking – No Trespassing”.  He is concerned people will be confused and not use the 	temporary parking space.

	Walter Martone has witnessed the Police Department enforcing the No Smoking, Health Ordinance, in front of the Jenny 	Wren Café.  He stated a police officer was present within three, (3), minutes.

I.	FUTURE AGENDA ITEM PROPOSALS: - Walter Martone stated he would like to discuss unsightly buildings.  George 	McNaughton and Chairman Morris did not have any requests.  Peter MacGillivray has a standing request from a previous 	meeting for the July meeting.  Vice-Chairman Thompson reminded everyone of the festivities for the Springfield High 	School Alumni weekend.  This coming Friday there will be a Banquet and Saturday there will be a parade starting at 10:30 	AM traveling north from Clinton Street to the Riverside Middle School.  There is also a golf tournament scheduled.
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	Chairman Morris, along with the other Selectboard Members, has been invited to visit the participants supporting the Relay 	for Life Program.  This program is sponsored by the Windsor County American Cancer Society and will be held at the 	Riverside Middle School on June 27, 2015 from 6:00 PM to 8:00 AM.

J.	CITIZEN’S COMMENTS: None

K.	ADJOURNMENT:

MOTION:	George McNaughton moved to adjourn tonight’s meeting.
		Seconded by Walter Martone.
		Vote:  4 Yes, passed unanimously

	Meeting adjourned at 8:51 PM.

Submitted by:



Donna M. Hall,
Recording Secretary
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