TOWN OF SPRINGFIELD

SELECTMEN’S HALL – 96 MAIN STREET – THIRD FLOOR

PUBLIC HEARING – FINAL REVIEW OF TOWN PLAN 

MONDAY, JUNE 16, 2014
6:30 PM 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

MINUTES

A.
CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL:

Chairman, Kristi Morris, called the Public Hearing to order at 6:33 PM.

Board Members Present:  David Yesman, George McNaughton, Chairman, Kristi Morris, Vice-Chairman, Stephanie Thompson and Peter MacGillivray. 


Also Present:  Town Manager, Robert Forguites, Town Attorney, Stephen Ankuda, Library Director Russell Moore and Administrative Officer Bill Kearns.  Town Clerk Barbara Courchesne and Police Chief Douglas Johnston arrived later.

Mr. Forguites recognized Joseph Wilson from the Development Review Board, who had recently resigned from the Planning Commission.  Mr. Wilson had worked many months on the Town Plan while a member of the Planning Commission.

Mr. Forguites noted that the Board had made some small changes at the last Public Hearing.  The Board then sent the Town Plan, with amendments, back to the Planning Commission for their review and approval.  Mr. Forguites stated that if there were no further changes by the Board, there was a line item on the Agenda for the adoption of the Town Plan.  


Mr. Kearns, Administrative Officer, noted that the Planning Commission had reviewed the amended Town Plan item by item, and on June 4, 2014, the Planning Commission adopted the Written Report on the Amended Springfield Town Plan as required by 24 Vermont Statutes Annotated §§4384, 4382 and 4302 and the said Report is consistent with the state planning goals set forth in 24 VSA §4302.  

Chairman Morris noted that it was the Planning Commission’s position to confirm that the Town Plan corresponds with the State Statues mentioned above.  Chairman Morris also noted the time constraints which made the process that much more difficult.  Chairman Morris recognized Jason Rasmussen, Southern Windsor County Regional Planning Commission who had also worked with the Planning Commission on the Town Plan.   Chairman Morris asked Mr. Rasmussen if he had any comments.  He replied no.  

Mr. McNaughton felt it was important to note that only a few things were fixed in the Town Plan in order to get it adopted before the deadline.  He also thanked the Planning Commission for reviewing it so quickly.  He felt the Planning Commission should go back to the drawing board to work further on the Town Plan.  Ms. Thompson echoed Mr. McNaughton’s feelings.  She added that she was not pleased with the Town Plan but realized the Planning Commission did the best they could under the time constraints and deadline.  


Mr. McNaughton expressed to Mr. Kearns that if the Community didn’t engage with the Planning Commission in the revision of the Town Plan, he should let the Board know.  

Mr. Kearns noted that the Planning Commission had been working for two years on Regulations and that work would continue through the summer months.  He was under the impression that the work on the Town Plan would be under the Municipal Grant, which the Town would apply for in late fall.  Mr. McNaughton asked Mr. Kearns, on behalf of the Planning Commission to give the Board a timeline.  Mr. McNaughton suggested the Planning Commission should go Chapter by Chapter, if they were comfortable doing it that way.  Mr. Kearns agreed with Mr. McNaughton’s suggestion.


As a member of the Planning Commission, Mr. Wilson stated that he had been working on the Town Plan for many months.  He also agreed that there was more work to do on the document.  He hoped that there would be a faster response by the Board of Selectmen when the Planning Commission returns the document to the Board for its review.  

Chairman Morris reiterated that the document was not adequate but recognized the time constraints in adopting the document before the deadline.  He added that he thought it was a good start.  He added that it was important to Springfield on the Move and the Downtown Designation Renewal for the Town to have a Town Plan in place.  


Mr. MacGillivray stated that the Town Plan was a very dynamic document and he felt there could be changes every year.  He added that it was a daunting task and he felt there were two pieces to the task.  He felt the Town Plan should be as dynamic as possible, and the revision of the same should be done in small bites in order to accomplish the best result.  


Fredda Kischko noted that she tried to find the Town Plan on the Town’s website and was not successful.  Mr. Kearns informed Ms. Kischko that there should be a clean copy on the Town’s website.  He added that it should have been posted for two weeks, as it was dated June 4, 2014, which was the date the Planning Commission reviewed the amendments made by the Board and approved the same.  Mrs. Kischko stated that it should be a vivid part of the Website so citizens could find it quickly.  

With no further discussion on the Town Plan, Chairman Morris closed the Public Hearing meeting at 6:47 PM.

Respectfully submitted,
Patricia A. Page
Acting Recording Secretary 
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