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 Energy Committee Minutes: June 18, 2015
The meeting was called to order at 6:32 PM by Char Osterlund

Present: Char Osterlund, Steve Clay-Young, Dave Yesman, Walter Martone, George McNaughton, and Jim Ball
Secretary’s Report: The May minutes were approved.
Library Audit H&V:
The recent proposal to fund updates to the library heating system from steam to oil fired hot water was discussed. Reservations were expressed for two reasons: first, the committee was concerned because the energy committee was not asked for their opinion on the proposal and secondly, the committee felt that there was sufficient information available that would suggest that the  proposal wasn't the best option to select of Springfield. As a result of this discussion, Walter Martone moved and Steve Clay-Young seconded that the town manager be informed that the energy committee was in the process of reviewing the library energy audit and that we expect to be able to make a recommendation to the board after our September meeting. The motion passed unanimously. Char suggested that She, Jim Ball and hopefully Frank Gould get together prior to the July meeting to discuss the audit and create a presentation for the July meeting. This presentation would include the pros and cons of both systems and some suggestions on how they could be financed. (Efficiency VT.)

Library Request for Proposal (RFP) for Lighting: 
Discussion re. the lighting of the library followed, the need for an audit and money available to pay for an audit. 
Library Insulation: Dave Yesman said he had inquired re. library insulation and had yet no response.
Concern was expressed throughout the meeting that the energy committee was not being considered seriously by the town manager and the select board and that the role of the committee should be discussed at our next meeting.

PACE Update:
The PACE program was next on the list for discussion. The committee expressed concern over the town's involvement in tax sales brought on when homeowners were unable to re-pay their loans. It was mentioned that Efficiency Vermont conducts a HEAT SAVER program which meets many of the same needs as PACE and doesn't involve the town. Dave Yesman felt that the town should have no involvement and that unpaid loans should be only settled through negotiations between the borrower and the provider. The committee raised questions re. the number of homeowners who actually were using PACE in the towns that approved the program. George McNaughton suggested that further research be done and that PACE should be on the July agenda. Char said she would conduct more research.

The agenda for the July meeting will include PACE, streetlight conversions, a library audit presentation, the role of the energy committee and review of the energy chapter.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 PM.    
The next meeting is scheduled for July 16.
Respectfully submitted   Jim Ball, Secretary


To Members of the Energy Committee,
At the July 16th meeting I offered and the committee accepted an amendment to the June 18th minutes. After rereading the minutes with the corrections, I realized that the second sentence no longer makes sense because it refers to a "decision." Therefore I would like to offer the following additional corrections to the June 18th minutes for your consideration.
 
Under "Library Audit H&V:" in the June 18, 2015 Minutes, the first sentence was corrected in the July 16, 2015 Minutes to read "The recent proposal to fund updates to the library heating system from steam to oil fired hot water was discussed."  I would offer the following additional corrections. Second sentence corrected to read - "Reservations were expressed for two reasons: first, the committee was concerned because the energy committee was not asked for their opinion on the proposal (deleted the words - prior to the decision and added the words - on the proposal), and secondly, the committee felt that there was sufficient information available that would suggest that the proposal wasn't the best option to select. (deleted the word - decision, added the word - proposal, deleted the words - in the best interests of Springfield, added the words - the best option to select).
Walter
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