TOWN OF SPRINGFIELD
SELECTBOARD
SPECIAL BOARD MEETING
SELECTMEN’S HALL – 96 MAIN STREET – THIRD FLOOR
THURSDAY, JULY 7, 2016 @ 5:00 PM
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Meeting Minutes

A.	CALL MEETING TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL:
	
	Chair, Kristi Morris, called the meeting to order at 5:00 PM and Roll Call was taken.

	Board Members Present:  Chair, Kristi Morris, Vice-Chair, Stephanie Thompson, Peter MacGillivray, George McNaughton 	and Walter Martone. 

	Town Administration:  Town Manager, Tom Yennerell, Town Clerk, Barbara Courchesne, Finance Director, Cathy 	Sohngen 	and Town Attorney, Stephen Ankuda.

	The School Board Liaison was not present.

B.	ITEM 1:  Set July 1, 2016 – June 30, 2017 Tax Rate:  Town Manager Yennerell stated the main purpose of this meeting was 	to set the tax rates for the 2016 – 2017 fiscal year.  Mr. Yennerell read the proposed tax rates for the upcoming year.  The 	Homestead Tax Rate will increase from 2.9625 to 3.0386 and the Non-Residential Tax Rate will increase from 2.8102 to 	2.9137. 

MOTION:	Vice-Chair, Stephanie Thompson, moved to set the Homestead Tax Rate at 3.0386 and the 	Non-
		Residential Tax Rate at 2.9137.
		Seconded by:  Walter Martone.
		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously.

C.	ITEM 2:  Festival Permit – Loyal Order of Moose Lodge #679:  Town Clerk Courchesne is seeking permission from the 	Selectboard for authority so she may sign a Festival Permit submitted from the Loyal Order of Moose Lodge #679 for 	their Annual Family Picnic on July 23, 2016 at 220 Spencer Hollow Road from 11:00 AM to 4:00 	PM.

MOTION:	George McNaughton authorized Town Clerk, Barbara Courchesne, to sign the Festival Permit 
		submitted from the Loyal Order of Moose Lodge #679 for their Annual Family Picnic on July 23, 2016
		 at 220 Spencer Hollow Road from 11:00 AM to 4:00 PM.
		Seconded by:  Walter Martone.
		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously.

D.	ITEM 3:  Approve Toonerville Trail Extension Grant Commitment:  Town Manager Yennerell is recommending and 	requesting approval from the Selectboard to support a grant for the Extension of the Toonerville Trail to Bridge Street.  	The Grant Application must be submitted by July 15th and the attached letter signed by the Chair of the Selectboard.  The 	grant will request $455,513 and the Town must provide a match of 20% or $91,102.  Currently, between the Town and 	STAG there is $45,942.  STAG has agreed to use their funds for this project.

	An unfunded balance of $45,160 remains; this balance was created when VTrans recently increased the grant match to 20% 	from 10%.  At 10% the match would have been $45,551 and the funds would have been fully available.  Town Manager 	Yennerell believes the Town will most likely receive actual funds of $364,411.  	If the grant is awarded, the funds will be 	available until the end of 2018 giving the Town time to generate the remaining funds needed. 

MOTION:	George McNaughton moved to approve the submission of a Grant Application of $455,513 for the Toonerville 
		Trail Extension and authorize the Selectboard Chair to sign a letter of support to be submitted with the grant 		application.
		Seconded by:  Vice-Chair, Stephanie Thompson.
		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously.
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E.	ITEM 4:  Reading of ordinance proposal for Division 8.  Certain Nuisances Caused by Vacant Buildings: Chair Morris 	reminded everyone this would be the “First Reading” again of the proposed ordinance because there were 	major changes 	requested after the First Reading on May 23, 2016. 

	George McNaughton volunteered to read proposed Ordinance 2016-2 out loud for everyone.  After the reading,  a grammar 	request was made for page 3, first paragraph, the first sentence.  The sentence is requested to read as follows with a second 	comma inserted after the word less:  Where the bona fide estimate of the cost of redeveloping or rehabilitating the building is 	$100,000.00, or less, then the redevelopment plan must only include a short-term plan for making the building secure and 	improving the exterior esthetics of the building and the surrounding site, and further such plan must satisfy the requirements 	set forth above in Paragraph (a), 4., ii. 6 & 8.  The actual name of the Windsor County Superior Courthouse was questioned.  	If necessary, Town Attorney Ankuda will correct the name change.

	After the attempt of the “First Reading” of this ordinance on May 23, 2016, when major changes were made, the Selectboard 	sent the proposed ordinance back to the Ordinance Sub-Committee for changes.  The Ordinance Sub-Committee changed 	grammar requests, eliminated some foundation requirements, eliminated some restrictions on small projects, and extended 	deadlines for property owners. 

MOTION:	Walter Martone moved to accept proposed Ordinance 2016-2 with the two amendment changes and to set
		Monday, July 25, 2016, as a Public Hearing for the Second Reading of this ordinance.
		Seconded by George McNaughton.
		
	A short discussion pursued among the Selectboard Members regarding “What if” scenarios and Selectboard Members 	referred to the ordinance making sure the answers were covered by the proposed ordinance.

		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously.	

F.	ADJOURNMENT:

MOTION:	Walter Martone moved to adjourn the Special Selectboard Meeting.
		Seconded by:  George McNaughton.
		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously.

	Chair Morris declared the Special Selectboard Meeting adjourned at 5:55 PM.

Submitted By:



Donna M. Hall,
Recording Secretary
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