TOWN OF SPRINGFIELD
SELECTMEN’S HALL – 96 MAIN STREET – THIRD FLOOR
MONDAY, JULY 20, 2015 @ 7:00 PM
PUBLIC HEARING
Immediately Following
 REGULAR BOARD OF SELECTMEN MEETING
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

MEETING MINUTES

A.	CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL:
	Chairman, Kristi Morris, called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.  The Pledge of Allegiance and Roll Call were taken.

	Board Members Present:  Chairman, Kristi Morris, Vice-Chairman, Stephanie Thompson, Walter Martone, George 	McNaughton and Peter MacGillivray 
	
	Also Present:  Town Manager, Tom Yennerell, Comptroller, Jeff Mobus, and Administrative Officer, William, (Bill), Kearns

B.	ANY REQUESTED ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA: None

C.	MINUTES:
	Regular Board of Selectmen, Meeting Minutes, June 15, 2015
	Special Board of Selectmen, Meeting Minutes, July 2, 2015

MOTION:	Vice-Chairman, Stephanie Thompson, moved to accept Regular Board of Selectmen, Meeting Minutes of 			June 15, 2015 and Special Board of Selectmen, Meeting Minutes of July 2, 2015 as presented.
		Seconded by Peter MacGillivray
		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously


	PUBLIC HEARING OPENED AT 7:04 PM.

D.	PUBLIC HEARING FOR ZONING AMENDMENT – TICKET ISSUANCE:
	ITEM 1:  Town Manager, Tom Yennerell, stated the reason for the Public Hearing was to hear proposed amendments to the 	Zoning Bylaws of the Town of Springfield in accordance with 24 VSA §§ 4441, 4442, and 4444.  The proposed amendments 	would amend Section 6.3 of Article 6 of the Springfield Zoning Regulations, which were last generally amended and adopted 	in 1999, 2007, and 2014, and amended in minor part in 2009 and 2012.  The purpose of this amendment is to add a second 	enforcement tool, a “Vermont Municipal Complaint”, which will be the issuance of tickets for minor violations such as trash, 	and excess vehicles, etc.  Town Manager Yennerell requested public comment and would like to see the Selectboard act on a 	decision tonight.

	Administrative Officer, Bill Kearns, was present to explain the agenda requires not only the presentation of amendments to 	the regulation, but a report on how the amendments will affect the community.  The report is as follows: 

	1.	Conforms with or furthers the goals and policies contained the Municipal Plan, including the effect of the proposal
		on the availability of safe and affordable housing:  This proposed amendment has no adverse effect on Housing and 			furthers the goals of the Municipal Plan by encouraging compliance with Town Regulations.

	2.	Is compatible with the proposed future land uses and densities of the Municipal Plan:  The proposed amendment is 			compatible with both, though it has no direct effect on either.

	3.	Carries out, as applicable, any specific proposals for any planned community facilities:  Not Applicable.

	A.O. Kearns stated this proposed amendment was for Zoning Regulations Only.  This does not cover any other tickets, such 	as tickets from the Police Department and Nuisance Ordinances.  Currently, A.O. Kearns investigates a compliant, 	provides 	a seven, (7), day notice of violation, the person would have fifteen, (15), to appeal, if not appealed the violation would go to 	court.  A.O. Kearns indicated a violation hardly ever goes to court; if it did, it would take probably two, (2); years and the 	Town would see a little bit on money.  With the proposed Ticket System, tickets would be issued, just like a parking ticket.  	After so many days the violation would go before the Judicial Bureau.  The person issuing the ticket would also be present

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Board of Selectmen Meeting, July 20, 2015				Minutes Are Approved					Page 1.

	in front of the Judicial Bureau, presents the case, states the cost of the violation, and Town would receive 	funds from the 	ticket immediately.  A.O. Kearns also mentioned there are transient violations, meaning signs. People put up signs, A.O. 	Kearns takes them down, and the next day the signs are up again.  With this proposed enforcement, the sign would be picked 	up and a ticket issued for the violation.  

	A penalty of $100.00 shall be imposed for the initial violation of any provision of this Ordinance.  The penalty for the second 	offense within a one, (1), year period shall be $250.00, and the penalty for each subsequent violation within a one, (1), year 	period shall be $500.00.  As per statute, in cases where a violation is not contested, a “waiver fee” shall be paid in the 	amounts of $50.00 for the first offense, $125.00 for the second offense within a one, (1), year period, and $250.00 for each 	subsequent offense within a one, (1), year period.  Each day that a violation continues will constitute a separate violation 	of the Ordinance.  

	A.O. Kearns indicated that 90% of the time when he writes a nice letter informing the citizen something is not legal; they 	comply.  Sometimes, he may be required to write a letter stating the citizen is in violation and they have seven, (7), days to 	comply or be fined $200.00 per day.  Again, a lot of people will comply.  There are a handful of people who just do not 	want to obey the law; they do not care what you do.  Those are the people we hope to effect by using the proposed ticket 	system.

	Chairman, Kristi Morris, asked for samples of signs.  A.O. Kearns explained there are two types of signs; illegal signs are 	anything that is not a non-profit.  Signs that are permanently mounted on businesses are different; they need to be permitted.  	If anyone or a business has a small sign, it must be on their property and you are required to pick up the sign at the end of 	business each day.  Yard Sale signs are illegal; they should not be posted at the four way intersection in the Main Street, the 	strip of grass near the shopping plaza or anywhere else.  In addition, they should not be posted on streetlight poles, street 	signs or 	electrical poles.  If you have a Yard Sale (or a sale similar), you may post the sign on your property only and you 	must pick up the sign at the end of the sale.  The other type of sign is for non-profits.  Non-profit signs may be posted on the 	strip of grass near the shopping plaza, two weeks prior to the event, but signs may not be larger than 2’ x 3’.  In addition, 	non-profits may hang an appropriate size sign on the Farmer Market’s signs.  A.O. Kearns suggested contacting Carol 	Lighthall, Director of Springfield on the Move.  The signs must be removed immediately after the event.

	Chairman Morris inquired about some of signs the Downtown Merchants place on the sidewalks.  A.O. Kearns 	indicated the signs must not interfere with parking spaces, block the sidewalk, and must be picked up at the end of each 	business day.  Chairman Morris wanted to know how the public would be notified of the proposed amendment. A.O. Kearns 	stated the Planning Commission has posted notices of the proposed amendments and he has written an article covering the 	proposed amendments.  A.O. Kearns stated he would publish the article again.  A.O. Kearns stated he could not speak for Bill 	Roberson, Code Enforcement Officer or Town Manager, Tom Yennerell, but believes all three, (3), of them would do the 	same thing.  The first time someone is in violation, they would be given a warning and explanation of the violation.

	George McNaughton reminded everyone that this proposed amendment was not a sign ordinance.  He also inquired if a pile 	of old tires and junk was in someone’s yard would this be covered by the proposed amendment or the Nuisance Ordinance?   	A.O. Kearns indicated the Town has not had a lot of luck with people complying with the previous system, the complaints 	have been sent to the Town Attorney.  This procedure takes a very long time and is expensive.  Thus this is why the A.O. is 	proposing the amended zoning regulations.  A.O. Kearns and the Code Enforcement Officer will be learning about the 	issuance of tickets and going before the Judicial Bureau to learn how the ticket system will work.  

	Chairman Morris asked if the Town would be using two, (2), methods of enforcement.  A.O. Kearns indicated the Town 	would be using both.  As stated in the proposed amendment, If the enforcement strategy is not sufficient to deter violations, 	enforcement proceedings may also be initiated pursuant to 24 VSA 4451, et. seq. as they exist or are hereafter 	amended or revised.  These additional penalties may 	be up to $200.00 per day (with each day constituting a separate 	violation), and issuance of injunctions.  Regarding enforcement actions under 24 VSA 4451 et. seq.

	Chairman Morris asked for public comment.  Linda Brown, resident, inquired if there could be a clause in the proposed 	amendment for Yard Sale signs.  A.O. Kearns stated the Town will enforce all, not just some of the regulations.  Richard 	Andrews, resident, commented although there is not a perfect way to do things, this way sounds like a good start.  George 	McNaughton stated this is not a sign ordinance, the amended zoning regulations, the bigger picture; piles of old tires, 	trash, etc.  Walter Martone suggested the possibility of a Community Bulletin Board in the Downtown Area.  Chairman 	Morris state he feels that would be part of the problem. 

	PUBLIC HEARING CLOSED AT 7:25 PM.    
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E.	NEW BUSINESS:
	ITEM 2:   Act on Proposed Zoning Amendment:  Town Manager Yennerell indicated he was looking for action regarding 	the Public Hearing just held.  A.O. Kearns stated if the Board acted on the Public Hearing tonight, the proposed amendment 	would take effect on the 22nd day after today.  This proposed amendment only requires one, (1), Public Hearing unless there 	was a substantial change to the proposed amendments tonight and there was not.

MOTION:	George McNaughton moved to adopt the proposed amendments to Zoning Bylaws Section 6.3, Violations
		and Enforcement, as presented to the Selectboard.
		Seconded by Walter Martone
		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously
	
	ITEM 3:   Approve Reappraisal Proposal:  Town Manager Yennerell explained the Town is in need of a reappraisal; the last 	time was in 2006.  That time was the height of the Housing Market; we have been seeing the shuffling of appraisals and 	shrinkage of the Grand List.  Myself, the Acting Assessor, and the Listers implemented a Request for Bids. The Town 	received two different bids.  The less expensive bid is for $335,514.00; which is 	$19,816.00 less than the other bid.  New 	England 	Municipal Consultants, (NEMC), are the preferred company after interviews with the bidders, references checked, 	and review of the proposals were done.  The Town has the money to do the project and could start very soon if the Board 	approves this project.  This is quite a process and would not be completed to the year of 2018. NEMC is very interested in 	working with the 	Town of Springfield and they will start in September 2015 by providing new software and assistance to the 	Town Listers and Assessor during the whole time of the appraisal.  The Town does need assistance with regard to 	commercial properties.

MOTION:	Vice-Chairman, Stephanie Thompson, moved to approve the reappraisal project to England Municipal
		Consultants, (NEMC), for $335,514.00.
		Seconded by Peter MacGillivray
		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously

  	ITEM 4:   Consent to Chief Assessor Appointment:  Town Manager Yennerell explained the part-time Subcontracted Chief 	Assessor, Cy Bailey, resigned in January 2015.  According to the Town Charter the Town Manager is allowed to appoint a 	Chief Assessor, but the Board must give its consent.  Town Manager Yennerell would like to appoint Nichole Knight to the 	position.  Ms. Knight, the Assessment Assistant, has been performing the Chief Assessor duties since January 2015.  She has 	completed the Grand List for this year and prepared for the BCA Abatement & Grievance Hearings.  Ms. Knight’s past work 	and experience qualifies her to perform the job.  Additionally, new mapping software will be implemented in the Assessment 	Office allowing her current workload to be reduced.  This will allow Ms. Knight to continue with the Chief Assessor tasks.  	Ms. Knight is a full-time employee, the Chief Assessor position has been a part-time subcontracted position.  Town Manager 	Yennerell is hoping for longevity in this position by appointing Ms. Knight.

MOTION:	Walter Martone moved to approve consent from the Board of Selectmen to allow the Town Manager
		to appoint Nichole Knight to fill the position of Chief Assessor.
		Seconded by Peter MacGillivray.

	Peter MacGillivray and Carol Cole expressed support Nichol Knight’s appointment to the Chief Assessor’s position.

		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously

	ITEM 5:   Steampunk Presentation:  Chairman Morris gave the floor to Sabrina Smith, Coordinator of the Steampunk 	Festival, who provided a brief presentation of the upcoming Steampunk Festival.  She shared what Steampunk is, why 	Steampunk is good for Springfield, and the scheduled events for the Steampunk Festival, which will be held on September 	11, 12, & 13, 2015 at various venues in Springfield.  For further inquiries contact Lynn Barrett at 802-258-3992 or 	steampunksocietyvt@gmail.com.  The Selectboard Members and Town Manager thanked Ms. Smith for her presentation.
 
	ITEM 6:   Discuss State Legislative Request:  Walter Martone presented a proposal to the other Selectboard Members with 	regard to seek authorization from the State Legislature to enact ordinances that hold property owners responsible for the 	maintenance and appearance of their properties and structures.  Mr. Martone stated if the Town really wants to have a 	meaningful impact on the reduction of blight in our neighborhoods, and on the improvement of property values, the 	Selectboard also 	needs to address the problem of structures and properties whose maintenance has been severely neglected.  	Sometimes the appearances of these properties are worse than the structures that have been ordered for demolition by the 	Town.  Many of 	the neglected structures do not meet the specific “structurally unsafe building” criteria required for 	
	condemnation.
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	He believes these blighted properties have a negative impact on neighborhood property values and the quality of life.  Mr. 	Martone also went on to share Vermont is a Dillon’s Rule state.  This means that unless the Legislature grants a specific 	authority to a town, the town does not have that authority.  Towns in Vermont do not have the authority to enact ordinances 	of this sort.  He is recommending the Selectboard consider his proposal.

	Vice-Chairman, Stephanie Thompson, inquired if Mr. Martone had discussed anything with the local State Representatives.  	Mr. Martone had met with Representative Alice Emmons.  Representative Emmons did not say she would support this 	request, but would like to discuss the topic further.

	George McNaughton said he supported Mr. Martone’s goal, but he does not have a lot of faith in the State Legislature.  He 	also mentioned if the Board wanted to, there is another route to explore.  There is an agency called the “Urban Development 	Agency”, which might provide help to certain neighborhoods.  The grant is for basically cleaning up a neighborhood.  The 	City of Rutland was a benefactor of this program.   The City of Rutland accessed this program through their Charter. 
 	
	Vice-Chairman Thompson stated she would like to pursue the recommendation from Mr. Martone.  Chairman Morris asked 	Mr. Martone what his procedure to move forward would be.  Mr. Martone stated that he has approached the Vermont League 	of Cities and Towns, (VLCT), which he has not heard from.  He would like to contact the State Legislature and try to reach 	out to other Towns in the state for support.  Mr. Martone also noted that research has shown the State has worked with single 	towns on projects.  Mr. Martone feels other Towns would buy into this request.  He also stated he would like to include 	commercial buildings, vacant buildings, and property of people that do not live in Springfield as well.  Chairman Morris 	wanted to know if this request passed legislation, who would monitor or decide what should be done.  Mr. Martone stated 	because Vermont was a Dillon Rule State, he would look at what other States have done.

	Melissa Mackenzie, resident, wanted to know how this proposed topic would affect Landlords when it came to evictions of 	tenants.  Mr. Martone would be looking at the Landlord to be the responsible person, because it is their property.  Mr. 	Martone stated he has never been involved with evictions, but thought the Landlords would be able to evict tenants or pass 	along the violation fines to the tenant if they 	were responsible for problems with structures and maintenance that caused 	severe neglect.  Mr. Martone also stated he would hope by including the Landlords in this process, it would mean they would 	carefully vet their potential tenants.

	Chairman Morris asked Mr. Martone what his expectations were for tonight.  Mr. Martone indicated he would like a motion 	of support to seek authorization to move ahead with the project.

MOTION:	Walter Martone moved that the Selectboard actively seek authorization from the State
		Legislature to enact ordinances that hold property owners responsible for the maintenance
		and appearance of their properties and structures. 
		Seconded by George McNaughton

	Mr. Martone stated the next step would be to work with the Town Manager to see how to bring in our local legislative 	contingency.  The Vermont League of Cities and Towns should then be contacted to see if we can get on their legislative 	platform in the upcoming legislative session.

 	Chairman Morris is not opposed to the idea proposed by Mr. Martone, but he is still not sure of the procedure.  Chairman 	Morris would like a plan before approaching Local State Legislature and VLCT.

	Walter Martone pointed out; this discussion tonight does not mean the Town is going to have such an ordinance.  That 	discussion will need to happen and details nailed down at a later date.

		VOTE:  4 Yes, & 1 No (Chairman, Kristi Morris)

	ITEM 7:   Discuss Neighborhood Improvements:  Peter MacGillivray requested this item tonight.  Mr. MacGillivray wanted 	to share a concept.  He believes the community of Springfield is no different from anywhere else.  He sees character and 	
	motivation in Springfield; this makes Springfield for the most part a better place.  Mr. MacGillivray shared he saw this three,
	(3), years ago after the first shooting.  There was a tremendous out pour of interest by the citizens of Springfield at the 	Riverside Middle School to discuss the shooting and to express their ideas.  He also sees the same character and motivation in 	the Neighborhood Groups; these people are interested in their neighborhoods.  Project Action is another very good example, 	the Garden Club, SOM, SRDC, the Regional Chamber of Commerce, and many other organizations that are working very 	hard to 	make Springfield a better place.  Most recently, during the tragic shooting of Westly Wing, the character and 	motivation surfaced again.  There was a large gathering for the South Street Memorial Service.  There is a great deal of 	community; it is not perfect, but it is there.
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	Over the past few weeks, Mr. MacGillivray has had several phone calls about properties that are not maintained and cared 	for.  He has taken the time to go by all of these properties. This is exactly the type of situation Mr. Martone spoke of.  In one 	neighborhood there were about six, (6), homes with maintained, mowed lawns, and appeared to look nice.  Within this small 	area there was a home that was not taken care of and the lawn looked like it had not been mowed this year.  Mr. MacGillivray 	encouraged the Neighborhood Groups to reach out to their neighbors and continue to hold meetings. The procedure proposed 	by Mr. Martone could take a very long time to happen; in the meantime people should move ahead.  He suggested a contest 	to see who has the neatest home, doesn’t know who would sponsor the event, but the winner would get dinner out.  Mr. 	MacGillivray stated he felt like people where frustrated because they are not able to find a venue that will give them a voice 	on how to improve there neighborhood.

	George McNaughton stated the next step would be for the Neighborhood Groups to have the 501C3 status so they can fix up 	their homes.  They would be able to meet and fix up things.  There was another group that went around and around looking 	for a Fiscal Agent.  The Steampunk Group finally got the VAULT to act as a Fiscal Agent for them.  Mr. McNaughton stated 	by becoming a Fiscal Agent to the Neighborhood Groups, this would be something the Town could do. 

	Vice-Chairman Thompson does not disagree there needs to be a better mechanism for all the groups in Town that are trying 	to allocate funds.  She feels there needs to be more Neighborhood Pride; there is a need for more people to step up.  She has 	sat in various meetings and heard people say they need this and the Town needs to do this, but when it comes time for things 	to happen, people do not step forward.  After the tragedy on South Street, there was a big push to setup a Neighborhood 	Group, but no one has come forward.  Vice-Chairman Thompson said her neighborhood does not have a group, but they have 	a block party once a year.  People bring food to share and gather.

	Chairman Morris said there was not a motion on the floor and he was reluctant to open the discussion up to the floor.

MOTION:	George McNaughton moved to have a public discussion.
		Seconded by Walter Martone

	Chairman Morris stated there is a lot of discussion in the Neighborhood Groups.  He is not sure what else will be offered this 	evening.  This is not a Public Hearing therefore has not been noticed; this is out of the ordinary.

	Town Manager Yennerell stated he totally agreed with the Chairman Morris.  The purpose of the Selectboard 	meetings are to conduct the business of the Town.  If the Town wants to hold an open forum about neighborhoods, it should 	probably be done at another time, not in the middle of a Selectboard meeting when we are supposed to be conducting Town 	business.  At some point this could be the business of the Town, but we are not there yet.

		Vote:  3 Yes, 1 Abstain (Vice-Chairman, Stephanie Thompson), & 1 No (Chairman, Kristi Morris)

	Chairman Morris stated the topic was Neighborhood Improvements.

	Nate Parker stated that he has waited patiently for about 6 months for the Planning Commission to come up with some 	guidelines for a Pocket Park.  Pocket Parks do exist in Springfield, but not functional Pocket Parks.  He is not sure if he wants 	to pursue this topic any longer because he feels like this has become a “Pocket Park Issue”.  He had hoped a Pocket Park 	would become a community building experience to work with our neighbors to acquire a vacant lot and make something 	inviting for future home buyers.  He again pointed out he has been waiting patiently and nothing has been done.

	Walter Clark, resident and Planning Commission Member, commented the topic of Pocket Parks has been addressed and 	acted upon.  The topic has been beaten to death. 

	Melissa McKenzie wanted to know why the Town won’t help the Neighborhood Groups with acquiring insurance.

	Lori Claffee, resident, stated that the Neighborhood Group does not have a place to meet.  They don’t want money from the 	Town; they haven’t asked for money.  However, they need a Fiscal Agent in order to search out grants.
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	ITME 8:   Fire Warden Reappointment:  Town Manager Yennerell commented that every Town has a Fire Warden, which is 	a five, (5), year term.  Springfield’s Fire Warden is Russell Thompson, the Fire Chief.  His term expired on June 30, 2015.

MOTION:	Peter MacGillivray moved to appoint Russell Thompson has the Town Forest Fire Warden.  Mr. Thompson
		term will be July 1, 2015 through June 30, 2020.
		Seconded by George McNaughton
		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously
 
	ITEM 9:   Renew Lease for 56 Main Street Restaurant:  Town Manager Yennerell commented the annual renewal of the 	Lease between the Town and JDS, Inc. d/b/a 56 Main Street Restaurant is due now.

MOTION:	George McNaughton moved to renew the Lease between the Town of Springfield and J.D.S. Inc.
		d/b/a 56 Main Street Restaurant for a small portion of the sidewalk in front of the Restaurant.
		Seconded by Walter Martone
		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously

	ITEM 10: Approve Permit for Market Madness:  Town Manager Yennerell indicated this was another annual event.

MOTION:	Peter MacGillivray moved to approve permission for SOM to hold an annual event entitled
		Market Madness and the requested street closings of Valley Street, from Main Street to the
		intersection of Valley Street and Pleasant Street and from Main Street to Factory Street.
		The 4th Annual Market Madness will be held on Saturday, September 5, 2015 from 9:00 AM
		to 5:00 PM.
		Seconded by Walter Martone
		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously

	ITEM 11: Approve Toonerville Trail use Permit:  Larry Kraft of the Springfield Medical Care Systems and Christian Craig 	of the Edgar May Health and Recreation Center have submitted a Toonerville Trail to hold a “Run the River Team 	Challenge”. 

MOTION:	Vice-Chairman, Stephanie Thompson, moved to approve the Toonerville Permit so the Springfield
		Medical Care Systems and the Edgar May Health and Recreation Center can host “Run the River Team
		Challenge” on Sunday, September 20, 2015 between 10:00 AM and 2:00 PM.
		Seconded by George McNaughton

	Christian Craig provided a brief explanation.

		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously

H.	MANAGER’S REPORT:  Chairman Morris pointed out the Town Manager’s Report was included in the Selectmen’s 	packets and available for viewing on the Town’s Website or a copy could be picked up at the Town Manager’s Office.

I.	OTHER MINUTES & CORRESPONDENCE:
	1.   Cemetery Commission, Meeting Minutes, June 17, 2015
	2.   Energy Committee, Meeting Minutes, May 21, 2015, (Approved)
	3.   Energy Committee, Agenda, June 18, 2015
	4.   Energy Committee, Meeting Minutes, June 18, 2015, (Not Approved)
	5.   Energy Committee, Agenda, July 16, 2015
	6.   Fire Department, Monthly Report, June 2015
	7.   Park Street School Joint Committee, Agenda, June 25, 2015
	8.   Park Street School Joint Committee, Meeting Minutes, June 25, 2015, (Not Approved)
	9.   Police Department, Monthly Traffic Citations & Fines, May 2015
	10.  Police Department, Monthly Law Incident Summary, June 2015
	11. Restorative Justice Center, Monthly Restorative Panels Report, April 2015
	12. Restorative Justice Center Report, April 20th through May 18th, 2015
	13. Restorative Justice Center, Community Advisory Board, Agenda, June 15, 2015
	14. Restorative Justice Center, Community Advisory Board, Meeting Minutes, June 15, 2015
	15. Restorative Justice Center, Flyer & Schedules of Meetings
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	16. Restorative Justice Center, Recruitment Notice for Community Members to be on a Liaison Committee
	      between the Southern State Corrections Facility and Citizens of Springfield
	17. Springfield Airport, Meeting Minutes, June 25, 2015
	18. Springfield Housing Authority, Meeting Minutes, June 9, 2015
	19. Springfield on the Move, Meeting Minutes, May 21, 2015
	20. Springfield on the Move, Agenda, July 16, 2015
	21. Mainly Marathon Flyer for an event on the Toonerville Trail
	22. Letter from property owner, Jeff Clay, regarding the 129 Tarbell Road property
	23. Planning Commission on Pocket Park Issues

	Chairman Morris read through the list of OTHER MINUTES AND CORRESPONDENCE.  He also noted any of this 	information was available for viewing on the Town’s Website or a copy could be picked up at the Town Manager’s Office.

J.	FUTURE AGENDA ITEM PROPOSALS:  Chairman Morris asked for future agenda items from the Selectboard 	Members.
	
	Walter Martone:		- Would like to request the Board appoint a Charter Review Committee.
	George McNaughton	- To discuss the Planning Commission decision regarding Pocket Parks.
				- Discuss the protocol deposal or reuse of vacant town lots.
				- Would like a list and map of all of the Town’s vacant lots.
				- Has spoken with an architect regarding Tiny Houses.
				- Would like to discuss the Industrial Site by the Prison.

	Chairman Morris asked Mr. McNaughton if he would lead the discussions and provide goals for the items he has requested.  	Mr. McNaughton indicated he would do so.

	Stephanie Thompson	- Ms. Thompson was good for now.
	Peter MacGillivray	- Mr. MacGillivray will hold off on his item.	

K.	CITIZEN’S COMMENTS:  Charles, Chuck Gregory, stated he was reviewing tax data.  In 2008 the top of the middle class 	in Springfield was missing.  There were no households making between $160,000.00 to $200,000.00.  He is reviewing the tax 	revenue of Springfield for the past thirty, (30), years.  He feels this will provide a better understanding of the neighborhoods.  	If he could get this information by neighborhoods, that would be even better.  If the Town of Springfield is interested in 	having this done, who could help him find that information.  Mr. Gregory’s second question was whatever he does find, who 	should he present his findings to? 
 
	Chairman Morris suggested Mr. Gregory check in with Bob Flint, Director of SRDC.  SRDC works with the Southern 	Windsor County Regional Planning Commission and there should be information available.  Chairman Morris stated he 	wasn’t sure how Mr. Gregory would get the information by neighborhoods.  The Town’s Assessment Department would be 	another place to get information.  Mr. Gregory asked who he should present the information to.  He did not receive an 	answer, so he offered to share the information once he developed it.
	
	Jeffrey Mobus, Comptroller, shared the 2015 – 2016 Property Tax bills were mailed out about two weeks ago.  If you have 	not received a tax bill by now, please contact him at 885-2104.

	Christian Craig, of the Springfield Rotary, shared the Rotary was holding a Corn Hole Tournament Fundraiser on Saturday, 	August 	1, 2015 starting at 11:00 AM, rain date on August 2nd.  There will be two person teams; cost to register is $30.00.  	Please contact the Springfield Rotary Club.  Mr. Craig shared Corn Hole is fast becoming America’s favorite pastime.  Corn 	Hole is easy to learn how to play and very fun.  Grab a friend, make a team and come out to toss some bags for a good cause.

L.	ADJOURNMENT:  

MOTION:	Peter MacGillivray moved to adjourn the Board of Selectmen meeting at 9:13 PM.
		Seconded by Vice-Chairman, Stephanie Thompson.
		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously

Submitted by:

Donna M. Hall
Recording Secretary
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