MINUTES
PLANNING COMMISSION
Wednesday – July 2, 2014 – 7:00 P.M.

[bookmark: _GoBack]A.	CALL TO ORDER: The Chair called the meeting to order at 7:04PM
B.	ROLL CALL: Members present were Chair Wilbur Horton, Judith Stern, Karl Riotte, and Richard Filion.

	Also present was Bill Kearns, Administrative Officer.
	
C.	DISCUSSIONS:
	a. 	Joshua Gilman: Application to PC
	Bill Kearns stated that he had telephoned and left a message for Josh Gilman and had not heard back from him.
	
b.	Continue town regulation review.  Minor changes and edits, that may have minor or major impact!!

The Chair then directed the Commission’s attention to Article 4 Signs. The discussion was rather short. It was determined that the PC should look at the old sign regulation, which included a percentage of the frontage of the building as a limitation on width and a limitation in feet on the height for some buildings. The Chair stated that he had a copy of the old regulations, and would provide them. 
The PC then reviewed the stream/water setbacks set forth in the current Springfield Town Zoning Regulations, and a discussion followed. The Administrative Officer directed the attention of the Commission to the Selectboard inspired edits to the recently approved Town Plan. The relevant sections on pages 9, 17, and 18 of the amended and approved Town Plan were reviewed, including the wording that called for a setback that was reasonable. The Commission is of the opinion that the 25 foot setback in section 4.19 is reasonable. 
The Chair next turned to Article 5. On page 74, subparagraph 6, on line 5, remove the parenthetical example. The reason for removing it is that lighting standards and bulbs have changed and this is no longer applicable.

The Commission then discussed the flood Regulations without recommending any changes to them and the concept of fluvial erosion, and what that meant for Springfield in light of the new and current 24 VSA 4302 State Planning Goals: “(14) To encourage flood resilient communities. (A) New development in identified flood hazard, fluvial erosion, and river corridor protection areas should be avoided. If new development is to be built in such areas, it should not exacerbate flooding and fluvial erosion. (B) The protection and restoration of floodplains and upland forested areas that attenuate and moderate flooding and fluvial erosion should be encouraged. (C) Flood emergency preparedness and response planning should be encouraged.”

There were no further comments on Article 5. The Chair directed the attention of the Commission to Article 6. On page 95, subparagraph 4, the Commission decided to leave the number of lights at 4. On that same page, subparagraph (F), the Commission accepted the edit that was suggested by the Administrative Officer. On that same page, it was noted that subparagraph (G) had already been approved. On pages 100 and 101, the addition of the town website and reference to it were accepted by the Commission. That concluded the review of Article 6.

At its next meeting the Commission will take up definitions, which is Article 7.

D.	MINUTES:	 Approval of minutes for June 4, 2014. Motion by Richard Filion, 2nd by Karl Riotte to accept the minutes of June 4, 2014 as presented. Motion passed unanimously.
E.	NEW BUSINESS:   None
F.	OLD BUSINESS:	  None
G.	COMMUNICATIONS:  None
H.	ADJOURNMENT: motion by Richard Filion 2nd by Judith Stern to adjourn at 8:17 PM. Unanimously passed and the meeting adjourned.
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