MINUTES
PUBLIC HEARING
PLANNING COMMISSION

A.	CALL TO ORDER: The Chair called the Public Hearing to order at 7:00 PM
B.	ROLL CALL: Members of the Commission present were: Judith Stern, Wilbur Horton, Walter Clark, Richard Filion, Michael Knoras, Chuck Gregory and Tom Hall. Members absent were Amanda Rundle and Lori Claffee. Nonvoting members present were George McNaughton and Walter Martone.
	Also present were: Jason Rasmussen of the Southern Windsor County Regional Planning Commission and Bill Kearns, Administrative Officer.

The Chair began the Public Hearing with the reading of the following notice:

NOTICE: Town of Springfield Vermont Planning Commission will hold a public hearing on July 6, 2016 at 7 PM at 96 Main St., 3rd Floor, Town Hall, Springfield, VT. 

The Planning Commission has edited and amended the Town Plan, specifically, Chapter 3 Natural and Scenic Resources, Chapter 4 Recreation, Chapter 5 Housing, Chapter 6 Education, Chapter 9 Energy, a Flood Resiliency Chapter and minor changes to Chapter 10 Economic Development and Chapter 11 Land Use.  

Purpose of this public hearing is to receive public input on the proposed amendments to the Town Plan for the Town of Springfield in accordance with 24 VSA §4384. Copies of the proposed amendment and report are available at the Town of Springfield office of the Town Clerk, and may be found on the Town of Springfield website: www.Springfieldvt.govoffice2.com under “TOWN PLAN” on the Home Page. You may call the Administrative Officer for further information at Tel. 885 2104. This public hearing may be continued monthly until the amendments are adopted by the Planning Commission and recommended to the Board of Selectmen for adoption. 

C.	Administrative Officer:  Testimony on Notice given, followed by discussion among Commissioners.
	The Administrative Officer stated that the Notice of the Public Hearing was published in the Springfield reporter and posted as required by law.

The Administrative officer introduced Jason Rasmussen to go over the sample language. He proposed that is required by state law to be in a Town Plan, which needs to be incorporated into our town Plan.

Jason Rasmussen went over his suggested language, taken from Windsor’s Town Plan, for a new section to the Land Use chapter entitled Timing and Sequence of Development. Jason Rasmussen stated that the state law as that this topic be addressed in the town plan, and at the very least the Springfield Town Plan should discuss the issue. The language that he proposed would satisfy this requirement, which is set forth in 24 VSA 4302. Also recommended for adoption by Jason was a statement with regard to the Designated Downtown, which should be included in the Town Plan to facilitate future efforts of the town of Springfield to keep its Downtown Designation.

Also discussed at this time was language that Jason proposed to be added to the Natural and Scenic resources chapter. With regard to the Tactical Basin Plan.

MOTION by Walter Clark, 2nd by Michael Knoras to amend in Chapter 4 Recreation, on page 6, the last sentence of the top paragraph so that it would read: “Many of these concepts may provide examples of projects to improve recreational opportunities at the neighborhood level”; to adopt Chapter 4 Recreation, as so amended, Chapter 5 Housing, Chapter 6 Education, Chapter 9 Energy, Chapter 10 Economic Development and the Flood Resiliency Chapter as presented at the meeting, and recommend the adoption of those Chapters, namely Chapters 3, 4, 5, 6, 9, 10 and the flood resilient the Chapter to the Selectboard for inclusion in the new Town Plan. 
On roll call vote. Ayes were Judith Stern, Chuck Gregory, Wilbur Horton, Michael Knoras, Tom Hall, Walter Clark, and Richard Filion. There were no Nays. The motion passed unanimously.

The Chair then directed the Commissions attention to Chapter 3 Natural and Scenic Resources and Chapter 11 Land Use.  

Looking again at Jason’s recommendations, the planning commission discussed the inclusion of language concerning the participation of the Town and the development, and redevelopment, of the Basin 10 Plan. After the discussion it was suggested that the following sentence be added to Chapter 3 on the 1st page under the title “Surface Water” as a 2nd paragraph: “The Town Planning Commission and Select Board will work with the Vermont Agency of Natural Resources to conform the Basin 10 Plan to the Town Plan and its goals and objectives with the intent of better pursuing the purpose of said plans.”

MOTION by Walter Clark, 2nd by Michael Knoras to amend chapter 3 of the Town Plan on the 1st page under “Surface Water” by the addition of a 2nd paragraph as follows: “The Town Planning Commission and Select Board will work with the Vermont Agency of Natural Resources to conform the Basin 10 Plan to the Town Plan and its goals and objectives with the intent of better pursuing the purpose of said plans.”
Motion passed unanimously.

MOTION by Walter Clark, 2nd by Mike Knoras to accept and adopt Chapter 3 Natural and Scenic Resources as amended, and recommend the adoption of the amended Chapter 3, to the Selectboard for inclusion in the new Town Plan. On roll call vote the Ayes were Judith Stern, Chuck Gregory, Wilbur Horton, Michael Knoras, Tom Hall, Walter Clark, and Richard Filion. There were no Nays. The motion passed unanimously.

The discussion then turned to the Land Use chapter and the Timing and Sequence language that Jason Rasmussen suggest to be added to this chapter. George McNaughton suggested to the Commission that the following language be taken from the suggested language and added to the Land Use Chapter on page 14: 

Timing and Sequence of Development
One of the most important aspects of planning for future land use patterns is coordination of public investments in local infrastructure.  By directing development within the guidelines of the Future Land Use map, the Town can ensure that future investments in roads, water and sewer lines, sidewalks, etc., will not place an unnecessary burden on taxpayers.  Conversely, if the Town has an idea of where different types of growth should occur, it can construct utilities and other services in advance, as a way to attract development to Springfield while maintaining some control over its pace and location.  Development in any land use designation must be carefully planned in order to maintain the outstanding positive characteristics of the area.  

The Future Land Use map is based in large part on two important ideas: first, that historical development patterns are what make Springfield attractive, and will foster a healthy economy, strong community spirit, and a stable and affordable tax structure; second, that the most intensive development (commercial, industrial, and medium- to large-scale residential) should occur first and at the fastest pace in and around established and designated centers of these activities.  Retail and civic uses shall occur in the downtown and surrounding area that is served by water and sewer.  Outlying areas should grow at a slower pace, and should see relatively low-intensity and low-density uses.

After discussion,
MOTION by Michael Knoras, 2nd by Walter Clark to accept the wording as stated by George McNaughton (see above), and add that language as a new section on page 14 of the Land Use Chapter and so amend the Chapter. There was no further discussion and the chair called the question and it was passed unanimously.

The discussion then turned to the Designated Downtown language suggested by Jason Rasmussen, who also stated that the language he proposed may be more than is needed and the discussion focused on editing what he had written. In the end, the planning commission came up with the following language for a new section entitled “Designated Downtown” to be added to page 14 in the Land Use Chapter, as follows:

Designated Downtown
The purpose of this section is to document Springfield’s designated Downtown District and the importance of maintaining this designation in order to further goals of this Plan per Act 59 [24 V.S.A. §2793(c)].  

In 2000, Springfield received an official Downtown Designation from the State of Vermont.  This designation was most recently renewed in December 2014.  Renewal is due again in December 2019.  It is critically important to maintain designation in support of Springfield’s downtown revitalization efforts.
The boundaries of the Downtown District are shown on Current Land Use Map (Downtown).  This area is comprised essentially of the traditional central business district, and it includes a substantial part of Springfield’s historic district as listed in the National Register of Historic Places.  

The Town will apply for renewal of Springfield’s Downtown Designation in order to further the goals of this Town Plan.  Renewing Downtown Designation is important to recognize local efforts to preserve and revitalize historic downtown Springfield, and to provide tools that help to implement goals of this Town Plan.

The members of the Planning Commission agreed to this language and its placement.

MOTION by Michael Knoras, 2nd by Richard Filion to amend the Land Use Chapter by the adoption of  the Designated Downtown language, as proposed (above) and insert that wording on page 14 on to page 15 of the Land Use Chapter. Motion passed unanimously.

MOTION by Walter Clark, 2nd by Mike Knoras to approve the Land Use Chapter as amended by the 2 previous motions, and recommend the adoption of the amended Chapter 11 Land Use to the Selectboard for inclusion in the new Town Plan. On roll call vote the Ayes were Judith Stern, Chuck Gregory, Wilbur Horton, Michael Knoras, Tom Hall, Walter Clark, and Richard Filion. There were no Nays. The motion passed unanimously.

D.	Public Comment and Discussion . There was none.

E. 	Any further comments or discussion among commissioners. There was none

G.	Close Public Hearing

This concluded the business of the public hearing and
MOTION to close the public hearing by Mike Knoras 2nd by Richard Filion was unanimously approved. The public hearing was closed.

AGENDA
PLANNING COMMISSION
Wednesday – July 6, 2016 – Immediately Following Hearing
96 Main St. Town Hall, Board of Selectmen Meeting Room
A.	CALL TO ORDER: 8:00 PM

B.	ROLL CALL: Members of the Commission present were: Judith Stern, Wilbur Horton, Walter Clark, Richard Filion, Michael Knoras, Chuck Gregory and Tom Hall. Members absent were Amanda Rundle and Lori Claffee. Nonvoting members present were George McNaughton and Walter Martone.
	Also present were: Jason Rasmussen of the Southern Windsor County Regional Planning Commission and Bill Kearns, Administrative Officer.

C.	DISCUSSION and ACTION ON: Proposed amendment to the Town Plan

MOTION by Mike Knoras, 2nd by Richard Filion to adopt the amendments of Chapters 3, 4, and 11, as adopted by Motion in the Public Hearing and shown in the minutes of that hearing, above, and adopt Chapters 3, 4, and 11, as amended, and adopt Chapter 5 Housing, Chapter 6 Education, Chapter 9 Energy, Chapter 10 Economic Development and the Flood Resiliency Chapter as presented at the meeting, and recommend the adoption of those Chapters, namely Chapters 3, 4, 5, 6, 9, 10, 11 and the Flood Resilient Chapter to the Selectboard for adoption and  inclusion in the new Town Plan.:
On roll call vote. Ayes were Judith Stern, Chuck Gregory, Wilbur Horton, Michael Knoras, Tom Hall, Walter Clark, and Richard Filion. There were no Nays. The motion passed unanimously.

D.	Discussion work to be done at future meetings;
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Town Plan Chapters 1 Introduction,  2 Cultural and Historic Resources, 7 Transportation, 8 Utilities and Facilities. 12 Implementation and Relationship to other Plans, and new Health chapter. 

After discussion,
MOTION by Tom Hall 2nd by Chuck Gregory to consider the proposed Health Chapter at the August meeting. Motion passed unanimously.

· Regulation amendments – e.g. address agriculture in village due to rash of complaints, edit/correct zoning map, others?

There was further discussion on scheduling the remaining chapters of the town plan and on possible amendments to the regulations. After this discussion, it was further decided, without motion, that we would discuss possible changes to the way we deal with agricultural animals in the town of Springfield by an amendment to the regulations. There have been lots complaints about chickens and pigs and goats and the Administrative Officer Felt That This need to be addressed. He will come up with some language for that discussion. It was further decided that at the end of the meeting in August, if there were time, We would discuss the Transportation and Utilities / Facilities chapters. The Administrative Officer will work with the highway department and the RPC to make sure we include language of future projects and development, and that we deal with their concerns. Walter Martone suggested that we send the Cultural and Historical resources chapter to the Springfield Art and Historical Society for their review, and perhaps their help in amending that chapter, if necessary. The Administrative Officer will correspond with the Springfield Art and Historical Society concerning that.

E.	MINUTES:	 Approval of minutes for June 1, 2016. Chuck Gregory stated that there were misplaced commas in both places where the attendance list occurred. There were no other amendments. Mike Knoras moved and Chuck Gregory seconded the approval of the minutes as amended. Motion passed unanimously.

F.	NEW BUSINESS:   None
G.	OLD BUSINESS:	None  
H.	COMMUNICATIONS:  Town of Baltimore – new town plan. The Administrative Officer stated that he had received the Baltimore new town plan and had reviewed it for the area abutting Springfield to make sure there was no conflict and regulations. There were none. There was no other comment on the Baltimore town plan. 

	Judith Stern stated that there was a need to mow underneath the panels at the 106 solar field. The Administrator Officer stated he would look into it, check the PSP conditions and contact persons that needed to be contacted to see that it is improved. 

I.	ADJOURNMENT: there being no further business to come before the meeting, it was moved by Richard Filion 2nd by Mike Knoras to adjourn the meeting at 8:34 PM. Motion was unanimously passed.
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