MINUTES
PLANNING COMMISSION
Wednesday – August 3, 2016 – 7:00 PM
96 Main St. Town Hall, Board of Selectmen Meeting Room

A.	CALL TO ORDER: The Chair called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM

B.	ROLL CALL: Members present were: Chuck Gregory, Lori Claffee, Judith Stern, Tom Hall, Wilbur Horton, Mike Knoras, Richard Filion, Walter Clark and Amanda Rundle. Nonvoting member present was George McNaughton. Absent was Walter Martone.
Also present were Bill Kuch, Becky Thomas (Vermont Department of Health), Anna Smith (Springfield Hospital), Brenda Richardson (Perkinsville), Hal Wilkins (AO – Weathersfield), Randy Gray, and Jason Curtis.
Bill Kearns, Administrative Officer.

Prior to proceeding, the chair suggested that we start with the 4th item under DISCUSSIONS, that is, the rooming house regulation. There was no objection, and the chair proceeded to that item.

C.	DISCUSSIONS 

· Regulation amendments 
· Rooming House edits
 
MOTION by Walter Clark, 2nd by Mike Knoras to adopt as presented the revision of the Rooming House Regulation, which is a proposed amendment to the definition of Rooming House and a definition of Family Unit in section 7.2 of the regulation and a new 3.29 Rooming House.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Discussion followed. The main changes to the regulation, which was formerly approved by the Planning Commission and failed passage from the Selectboard in the revision presented, are to the definition with the addition of an exception for owner-occupied homes used as rooming houses. The proposed new addition was prepared by Lori Claffee, with some help from George McNaughton. Brenda Richardson, who lives in Perkinsville, spoke of a similar problem there with the house across the street from her. The issues were the same as those raised in Springfield, which is the rooming house full of single persons who are either ex-cons or on probation and parole and are living unsupervised in houses and what used to be residential single-family neighborhoods. Not only are the residents of these rooming houses an issue, the houses themselves have been not well cared for, and the uses need to be controlled through conditional use conditions and site plan review standards. Both Brenda Richardson and Jason Curtis discussed their concerns, which were responded to by Lori Claffee and George McNaughton. The discussion centered on the additions of the exception to the definition of Rooming House, to accommodate elder couples who have persons living with them to help with the rent, or to accommodate elderly persons who need to live and the house with other people for their own health and safety. In response to a question from the AO George McNaughton stated that he believed that the draft as now written also covers HCRS and their “rooming houses” around town.

There being no further discussion and sensing the members were ready to vote, the Chair called the question by roll call. Voting yes were: Chuck Gregory, Tom Hall, Lori Claffee, Wilbur Horton, Mike Knoras, Walter Clark, and Richard Filion. Judith Stern abstained from voting. Amanda Rundle was not in the room at the time.

Motion passed with 8 ayes, 0 nays and one abstention.

MOTION by Michael Knoras, 2nd by Richard Filion, to set a public hearing on this amendment to the zoning regulations for September 7, 2016 at 6:30 PM, which is before the next regular meeting of the Planning Commission.

That motion passed unanimously.

	Back to discussion of Regulation edits to be worked on:
· Address agriculture in village due to rash of complaints, edit/correct zoning map, others? - Not yet ready.  September?  This discussion will be had in September.

· Health Chapter. 

The Chair turned the attention of the Planning Commission to the proposed Health Chapter. The planning commission considered the addition of the Health Chapter, which contained the proposed edits by Chuck Gregory, which had been circulated among the planning commission before the meeting.

1st section discussed was the Introduction.

Becky Thomas, Vermont Health Department, stated that while she had no objections to the addition, in the introduction, offered by Chuck Gregory, she didn’t know if they were necessary because they are meant to further along in the chapter, namely, on page 3. George McNaughton stated he had no issue either. There was agreement along the members present that that new sentence could be accepted.

The attention was turned to the next portion of the chapter – Definition.

There was a discussion about the responsibility of the Town vs care providers for the health of the residents between George McNaughton, Lori Claffee, Anna Smith, Mike Knoras, Tom Hall and Chuck Gregory regarding the inclusion of these provisions in the Town Plan. Becky Thomas stated that she believed that the civic health could be kept, though it is dealt with elsewhere the chapter. The family health, pediatric health, and adult health are beyond the scope of this chapter, in her opinion. Mike Knoras wanted to know would be the initiator of attaining the goals. Anna Smith stated that for the pediatric health the town cannot enforce the goal as it is written. George McNaughton stated that he had no problem with the goals; however, he felt reason for the goals was to see if the town could plan and develop projects which would enhance the health goals of the community, and thereby assist in developing a healthy entity through its infrastructure. Lori Claffee raised the issue about who would be keeping track of the health in the community and in town facilities. Tom Hall felt that what is being proposed here are the criteria for measuring where the town stands with regard to a helpful environment, and not a demand for anything else. Chuck Gregory suggested modifying “measurements” to “qualities” and keeping the 5 paragraphs in red ink. There was a question of whether or not, by keeping all 5 we are keeping them as written or can we then edit them. The chair stated that the vote would be to keep the 5 paragraphs but they could be edited. It was agreed to keep the 5 paragraphs on a 5 to 4 decision with ayes being Chuck Gregory, Lori Claffee, Tom Hall, Amanda Rundle and Wilbur Horton; nays being Judith Stern, Mike Knoras, Walter Clark, and Richard Filion. 

The members of the Planning Commission then turned their attention to those 5 paragraphs and made minor changes to pediatric health and family health and civic health. In pediatric health the Planning Commission changed the phrase to “healthy children” instead of “the healthy child.”  In the final sentence, the final phrase was amended to read “nurturing of the children.” In family health the first phrase was added to read “Healthy families consistently exhibit:….” Civic health was edited to insert “Healthy communities include, but are not limited to:….” 

The members of the Planning Commission turned its attention to the next section – current assets. There were minor edits to that section. Under physical health, the phrase “assisted living facilities” was added, otherwise the section made as presented.

All other sections were okayed by the Planning Commission up to the Goals section. The Chair stated that we would start with “Goals” at the September meeting.

· MPG Grant for next year?

The AO asked the planning commission if they wanted to ask for a Municipal Planning Grant for next year, and if so what planning activity did they want to fund. After discussion about the possibilities for the use of the grant, and considering that the Planning Commission was about to finish amending the Town Plan it was decided that the Town of Springfield would ask for a grant and use it for editing the Zoning Regulations. On a voice vote all commissioners present and voting voted “aye.”

· Work Process Suggestions

The Chair stated the discussion with regard to work process would be continued until September meeting. All agreed.

· Town Plan Chapters – Where do we go next?  Who takes and leads?
· 1 Introduction – The AO will look at this and make recommendations to the Planning Commission for what needs to be done.
· 2 Cultural and Historic Resources - This chapter has been sent to the Springfield Art and historical society for their review. 
· 7 Transportation, and 8 Utilities and Facilities – The AO will look at these with Jason Rasmussen of the SWCRPC, and bring them back to the Planning Commission.
· 12 Implementation and Relationship to other Plans - The AO will look at this and make recommendations to the Planning Commission for what needs to be done.

There was a discussion of the Economic Citizens Advisory Committee, which Mike Knoras would like the Planning Commission to discuss at a future date. 

D.	MINUTES:	 Approval of minutes for July 6, 2016. Motion by Mike Knoras 2nd by Lori Claffee to approve the minutes of July 6, 2016, as presented. Motion passed unanimously.

E.	NEW BUSINESS:   None

F.	OLD BUSINESS:	None
  
G.	COMMUNICATIONS:  None

H.	ADJOURNMENT: Motion by Richard Filion 2nd by Tom Hall to adjourn the meeting at 9:10 PM. Motion passed unanimously.
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