TOWN OF SPRINGFIELD
SELECTMEN’S HALL – 96 MAIN STREET – THIRD FLOOR
SPRINGFIELD, VERMONT
REGULAR SELECTBOARD MEETING
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2016 @ 6:00 PM
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Meeting Minutes

A.	CALL MEETING TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL:  Chair, Kristi Morris, called the meeting to order at 7:00 	PM.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and roll call taken.  

	Selectboard Members Present:  Chair, Kristi Morris, Vice-Chair, Stephanie Thompson, Peter MacGillivray, 	and  Walter Martone.  George McNaughton was absent.

	Town Administration Present: Town Manager, Tom Yennerell, Town Clerk, Barbara Courchesne, Finance 	Director, Cathy Sohngen, Fire Chief, Russell Thompson and Town Attorney, Stephen Ankuda. 	

	The School Board Liaison, Steve Karaffa was present.

B.	MINUTES:
	1.  Regular Selectboard Meeting Minutes, August 22, 2016.

MOTION:	Vice-Chair, Stephanie Thompson, moved to approve the Selectboard Meeting Minutes of
		August 22, 2016 as presented.
		Seconded by:  Peter MacGillivray
		Vote:   4 Yes, passed unanimously (George McNaughton Absent)
					
C.	ANY REQUESTED ADDITIONS TO THIS AGENDA:  Chair, Kristi Morris, requested to add a Public 	Hearing Notice from the Vermont Agency of Transportation for the Hartness State Airport Avigation Easement 	Project, October 20, 2016.  Chair Morris just received notice today.

D. 	CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS:
	ITEM 1:  56 Main Street Restaurant Lease 
	ITEM 2:  Appoint Tom Yennerell, as an Alternate Board Member to Regional Solid Waste District 

MOTION:	Vice-Chair, Stephanie Thompson, moved to approve a two, (2), year lease between the Town
		of Springfield and 56 Main Street Restaurant for the sidewalk space directly in front
		of the restaurant windows.  This is a renewal of a one, (1)  year lease.  In addition, Town
		Manager, Tom Yennerell, was appointed as an Alternate Board Member to the Regional
		Solid Waste District for one, (1), year.
		Seconded by:  Walter Martone
		Vote:  4 Yes, passed unanimously (George McNaughton Absent)
		
E.	NEW BUSINESS:	
	ITEM 3:  Update on Muckross State Park:  Ethan Phelps, State Park Regional Manager, provided the Selectboard 	and public with an update on the Muckross State Park.  Mr. Phelps shared as of July 8, 2016 the State of Vermont 	acquired the Muckross Property.  He also provided “Muckross State Park Guidelines” for the Selectboard 	Members and these guidelines will be posted on the Town’s Website.  Unfortunately at this time there is not
	any parking for visitors to the park.  Mr. Phelps requested that visitor’s park in the Exit 7 Park & Ride and 	access the park via the Toonerville Trail.   With the collaboration between the State and the All 4 One Youth
	School Program, the State hosted the second summer program for students in Springfield.  There were 105 	students that participated of various ages.

	Phil Drinker, resident, was also introduced by Mr. Phelps.  Mr. Drinker has been very instrumental in the success 	of the youth program and the beginning of the State Park.  He has donated the use of his property, his time, 	expertise, and funds. 
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	ITEM 4:  Approve new $14,000 capital fund appropriation:  There is a last minute grant opportunity from the 	Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program, AFG, to secure funding to replace the soon to be obsolete Self 	Contained Breathing Apparatus, (SCBA), for the Fire Department.   Russell Thompson, Fire Chief, would like to 	apply for a $280,000 grant which has a 5% match, ($14,000).   The current Capital Improvement Plan does not 	include $14,000 for this year.  Fire Chief Thompson could apply for the grant after October 3, 2016 and the grant 	would be awarded  sometime between January – July 2017.

MOTION:	Walter Martone moved to approve spending up to $14,000 from Capital Funding as the 5% match
		for a $280,000 grant should the Town of Springfield’s Fire Department be award.  The funds will 
		be used to purchase 30 SCBA with spare cylinders, an NFPA compliant Fit Tester and funds to 
		hire a trainer for the newly engineered attached firefighter rapid extrication devices.
		Seconded by:  Vice-Chair, Stephanie Thompson
		Vote:  4 Yes, passed unanimously (George McNaughton Absent)

ITEM 5:  2017 Social Service Appropriation Policy Approval:  Town Manager Yennerell stated last year the 	Selectboard approved the 2016 Social Service Appropriation Policy.  Each year in September the Selectboard 	must approve, disapprove or modify the policy.

Town Clerk, Barbara Courchesne, added the 2017 Social Service Appropriation Policy is the same as last year’s 	with the exception of the sentence making it clear that the prior year’s warning/ballot language will be carried 	forward exactly as it previously appeared.  She also added in the date for the deadline for agency letters to the 	Selectboard.  Town Clerk Courchesne also shared that the Historical Society and the Springfield Band do not 	qualify for this policy per Title 24, Chapter 73 of Vermont Statutes Annotated.

The Social service agencies that have had an appropriation request approved at the most recent annual town 	meeting are not required to submit a petition for an article requesting an appropriation if the amount request is the 	same or less than the amount approved by the voters in the previous year.  In such case, the previous year’s 	approved warning/ballot language will be carried forward on the next year’s warning and ballot exactly how it 	appeared in the prior year.  Additionally, in such case, the agency should make its request by letter to the 	Selectboard postmarked no later than 90 days before the day of town meeting, (December 7, 2016).  If the last day 	for filing letters with the Selectboard falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday, then the deadline shall be 	extended to the next day which is not a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday.  The letter should identify the name of 	the agency, the amount requested for appropriation (which shall be equivalent to the prior year’s voter approved 	appropriation, or less), and a person to contact for more information.  Agencies that do not meet the 90 day 	deadline must submit a petition for an article request an appropriation in accordance with the Town of Springfield 	Charter, Article Two II(B)3(c) and 17 V.S.A. § 2642.

MOTION:	Vice-Chair, Stephanie Thompson, moved to approve the 2017 Social Service Appropriation Policy 
		as presented.
		Seconded by:  Peter MacGillivray
		Vote:  4 Yes, passed unanimously (George McNaughton Absent)

F.	TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT:  Chair Morris read out loud the Town Manager’s Report for September 12, 	2016.  	The Town Manager’s Report may be viewed on the Town’s Website or a copy picked up at the Town 	Manager’s Office.

G.	FUTURE AGENDA ITEM PROPOSALS:  The Selectboard Members did not have any requests knowing that
	there would be a lengthy Public Hearing and Selectboard Meeting on Monday, September 26, 2016 starting at 	6:00 PM.
	
H.	OTHER MINUTES & CORRESPONDENCE:
	1.   Airport Commission, Agenda – August 25, 2016
	2.   Energy Commission, Minutes – July 21st and August 18th, 2016
	3.   Housing Authority, Agenda – September 13, 2016
	4.   Parks & Recreation, Quarterly Brochure – Fall 2016
	5.   School Board Liaison Report, September 6, 2016
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	6.   Senior Center, Monthly Newsletter – September 2016
	7.   Springfield Regional Development Corporation, Minutes – July 26, 2016
	8.   Springfield Regional Development Corporation, Agenda – August 23, 2016
	9.   Public Hearing Notice from the Vermont Agency of Transportation for the Hartness State Airport
	          Avigation Easement Project, October 20, 2016.
	 
	Chair Morris read out loud the list of OTHER MINUTES & CORRESPONDENCE.  Copies of this 	correspondence may be viewed on the Town’s Website or copies picked up at the Town Manager’s Office.

I.	CITIZEN’S COMMENTS:  Weston Marshall, resident, also wanted to share that SAPA TV would be holding 	their Annual Meeting and 2nd Annual People’s Choice Awards on Thursday, October 20, 2016.  The event starts 	at 5:30 PM with social hour, food and studio’s open house.  At 6:00 PM the Annual Meeting will be held.  At 	6:30 PM the People’s Choice Awards will be presented.

	School Board Liaison, Steve Karaffa, shared that at a Springfield School Board Meeting of September 6, 2016, 	the board unanimously authorized entering into a Purchase and Sales Agreement to purchase 47 Union Street, the 	building in front of Union Street School, for $45,000.00.  There will be a Public Hearing on September 19, 2016 	starting at 6:30 PM probably held at the Union Street School, but watch for announcements of the meeting.

MOTION:	Vice-Chair, Stephanie Thompson, moved to go into Executive Session for the purpose of discussing 			a Labor Contract and Land Lease Negotiations.
		Seconded by:  Walter Martone
		Vote:  4 Yes, passed unanimously (George McNaughton Absent)

J.	EXECUTIVE SESSION ---- Labor Contract and Land Lease Negotiations

	The Selectboard Members came out of Executive Session at 8:35 PM.

K.	ADJOURNMENT: 

MOTION	Peter MacGillivray moved to adjourn the Selectboard Meeting of Monday, September 12, 2016.
		Seconded by:  Vice-Chair, Stephanie Thompson.
		Vote:  4 Yes, passed unanimously (George McNaughton Absent)
		
	Chair Morris closed the Selectboard Meeting at 8:37 PM.

Submitted by:



Donna M. Hall,
Recording Secretary
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