TOWN OF SPRINGFIELD
SELECTMEN’S HALL – 96 MAIN STREET – THIRD FLOOR
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2015 @ 7:00 PM
REGULAR BOARD OF SELECTMEN MEETING
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

MEETING MINUTES

A.	CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL:
	Chairman, Kristi Morris, called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.  The Pledge of Allegiance and Roll Call were taken.

	Board Members Present:  Chairman, Kristi Morris, Vice-Chairman, Stephanie Thompson, George 	McNaughton and Peter 	MacGillivray.  Walter Martone was absent. 
	
	Also Present:  Town Manager, Tom Yennerell, Finance Director, Cathy Sohngen, and Town Clerk, Barbara Courchesne.

B.	ANY REQUESTED ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA: None

C.	MINUTES:
	Regular Board of Selectmen, Meeting Minutes, August 17, 2015

MOTION:	Vice-Chairman, Stephanie Thompson, moved to approve the Regular Board of Selectmen Meeting 
		Minutes of August 17, 2015 as distributed.
		Seconded by Peter MacGillivray.

	George McNaughton requested a change on Pg. 6, Item 9, 2nd sentence should read:  George McNaughton stated in 	the
	past the Town has taken liens, but never foreclosed on them.

		Vote:  4 Yes, passed unanimously
	
D.	NEW BUSINESS:
	ITEM 1:  Appoint VLCT Annual Meeting Delegate.  Annually the Selectboard appoints a voting delegate to represent the 	Town of Springfield at the VLCT Annual Meeting, which will be held on Thursday, October 8, 2015 at the 	Killington Grand 	Hotel.

MOTION:	George McNaughton moved to appoint Walter Martone, should he accept, as the Voting Delegate
		to represent the Town of Springfield for the VLCT Annual Meeting, this will be held on Thursday,
		October 8, 2015.  Vice-Chairman, Stephanie Thompson, will be the alternate. 
		Seconded by Vice-Chairman, Stephanie Thompson
		Vote:  4 Yes, passed unanimously
  
	ITEM 2:  Approve Boundary Line Adjustment with Claremont Savings Bank.  A Boundary Line Adjustment Agreement was 	needed in order to install the Electric Vehicle Charging Station in the lower south parking lot next to the Town Hall.

MOTION:	Peter MacGillivray moved to approve and sign the Boundary Line Adjustment Agreement between 				Claremont Savings Bank and the Town of Springfield, which as prepared by Attorneys Leahy, Denault, 			Connair and Hodgman LLP, and approved by the bank on June 30, 2015.  This agreement is supported 
		by a boundary survey prepared by Wayne McCutcheon Associates, Inc. of Claremont, NH and dated
		December 18, 2014.
		Seconded by Vice-Chairman, Stephanie Thompson

	Allen Stein, Reporter from The Eagle Times, asked clarifications questions.  Chairman Morris explained in detail for Mr. 	Stein.  Town Manager Yennerell also provided a sketch of the area to Mr. Stein.

		Vote:  4 Yes, passed unanimously

	ITEM 3:  Approve Ordinance Revision 2015-2 1st Reading; add the Town Constable as an Ordinance Enforcement Official.
	The Ordinance Committee is recommending the approval of an Ordinance Revision 2015-2, Section 1-14 Issuing Municipal
	Official(s) by adding the Town Constable to the list of issuing municipal officials for enforcing ordinances as contained in 
	the Springfield Code.
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MOTION:	George McNaughton moved to approve the Ordinance Revision 2015-2, 1st Reading to add the Town
		Constable to the list of issuing municipal officials for enforcing ordinances as contained in the Springfield
		Code.
		Seconded by Peter MacGillivray
		Vote:  4 Yes, passed unanimously

	ITEM 4:  Adopt Proclamation for Retiring Executive Director for Council on Aging.  Joyce A. Lemire, Executive Director
	of Senior Solutions – the Council on Aging for Southeastern, Vermont, Inc. will retire soon and the Springfield Board of 
	Selectmen have been asked to recognize Ms. Lemire’s professional achievements while working at Senior Solutions.  
	Town Manager Yennerell read the Proclamation out loud.

MOTION:	Vice-Chairman, Stephanie Thompson, moved to approve and for the Board of Selectmen to sign the
		prepared proclamation for Joyce A. Lemire.
		Seconded by Peter MacGillivray.
		Vote:  4 Yes, passed unanimously

	ITEM 5:  Discuss Draft Excess Town Real Estate Disposal Policy.  Town Manager Yennerell prepared a DRAFT of an 	“Excess Town Real Estate Disposal Policy” for the Board of Selectmen to review.  Excess town property is defined as 	“property that is not being used for municipal or public purposes.” Currently, the town owns some of that type of property.  	Town Manager Yennerell gave a brief outline of the proposed DRAFT.  (A copy of the proposed DRAFT is attached.)

	George McNaughton was concerned about using the word “extraordinary” because the cost of demolishing property could 	exceed the value of the property, which will happen in most cases, unfortunately the situation will be “typical” not 	“extraordinary”.  He was also concerned the town may have property that might not sell unless the town could provide some
	type of enticement so the property would be purchased.  Selectmen McNaughton felt the Town Manager should have the 
	authority with all and any properties to require the new owner to contractually agree to improve the property to the Town 	Manager’s satisfaction and demonstrate the financial and physical ability to make such improvements.  The goal of this 	policy is to have properties back on the grand list

MOTION:	George McNaughton moved for the Town Manager to work toward adjusting the language of the
		DRAFTED proposed policy for the next Board of Selectmen meeting of September 28, 2015.
		Seconded by Peter MacGillivray.

	When Selectmen MacGillivray seconded the motion, it was with the stipulation the Town Manager would have whatever 	power necessary to have the properties back on the tax roll for the grand list, which includes the negotiation of the sale price. 

	Vice-Chairman Thompson commented she would not be in favor of the Town becoming a lender; there are banks and various 	other lenders for loaning money.

	Richard Andrews, resident, commented he had not read the proposed DRAFT, but he would like the Board of Selectmen to 	consider the following:
	1.	Does the proposal give the Board of Selectmen the authority to postpone the disposal of a piece of property because 			of the anticipation of a better housing market?
	2.  	Would the Board of Selectmen have the authority to sub-divide properties they felt would be necessary to achieve
		the end results?
	3.	Could the Board of Selectmen sever mineral rights, water rights, etc. for the best of the public interest?
	4.	Does the proposal give the Board of Selectmen the authority to impose easements for water, sewer, power,
		and transportation that might be in the Town’s best interest?

	Susan Smallheer, Reporter from the Rutland Herald, inquired if this policy included the Weathersfield Reservoir.  Town 	Manager Yennerell said that it did not.

	Vote:  4 Yes, passed unanimously.

	ITEM 6:  Discuss Selectboard Strategic Planning Session. Town Manager Yennerell and Chairman Morris are proposing a 	Selectboard Strategic Planning Session.  The session would be approximately two hours and would be on a non-routine 	meeting date.  Each Board member would attend the meeting with a few short term, (1 – 2 years) goals and a few long term, 	(3+ years) goals.  The objective of the session would be to create general Selectboard goals for the next few years.  Town 	Manager Yennerell even suggested using a facilitator for the session.
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MOTION:	Vice-Chairman, Stephanie Thompson, moved to request the Town Manager and the Chairman of the
		Selectboard to organize a plan for a Strategic Planning Session for the Board of Selectmen, including
		the date, time, and location.
		Seconded by Peter MacGillivray
		Vote:  4 Yes, passed unanimously.

E.	MANAGER’S REPORT:  Chairman Morris noted the Town Manager’s Report was included in the Selectmen’s packets 	and available for viewing on the Town’s Website or a copy could be picked up at the Town Manager’s Office.

F.	OTHER MINUTES & CORRESPONDENCE:
	1.   Airport Commission, Agenda August 27, 2015
	2.   Cemetery Commissioner’s, Minutes August 19, 2015
	3.   Economic Development Chapter Sub-Committee, Agenda August 25, 2015
	4.   Economic Development Chapter Sub-Committee, Minutes August 25, 2015
	5.   Economic Development Chapter Sub-Committee, Agenda August 28, 2015
	6.   Economic Development Chapter Sub-Committee, Minutes August 28, 2015
	7.   Energy Committee, Minutes July 16, 2015
	8.   Energy Committee, Minutes August 20, 2015
	9.   Fire Department Monthly Report – July 2015
	10. Fire Department Monthly Report – August 2015
	11. Housing Authority, Agenda, September 8, 2015
	12. Library Trustees, Agenda May 11, 2015
	13. Library Trustees, Minutes May 11, 2015
	14. Library Trustees, Agenda June 8, 2015
	15. Library Trustees, Agenda July 13, 2015
	16. Library Trustees, Minutes July 13, 2015
	17. Ordinance Sub-Committee, Minutes July 11, 2015
	18. Ordinance Sub-Committee, Agenda August 11, 2015
	19. Ordinance Sub-Committee, Minutes, August 11, 2015
	20. Ordinance Sub-Committee, Agenda, September 1, 2015
	21. Ordinance Sub-Committee, Minutes, September 1, 2015
	22. Parks & Recreation, 2015 Fall Program Flyer
	23. Park Street School Joint Sub-Committee, Minutes August 14, 2015
	24. Police Department Law Incident Summary Report – August 2015
	25. Police Department Total Traffic Citation & Fine Report, Dated September 5, 2015
	26. Public Works, Monthly Reports June and July 2015, (Minus Water Report)
 	27. Public Works, Monthly Reports August 2015, (Minus Water Report)
	28. Senior Center, Newsletter September 2015
	29. Springfield On the Move, Minutes July 16, 2015
	30. Springfield On the Move, Agenda August 20, 2015
	31. Springfield Regional Development Corporation, Agenda July 28, 2015
	32. Springfield Regional Development Corporation, Minutes July 28, 2015
	33. Letter to the Board of Selectmen, regarding an Application for Solid Waste Management
	      Facility Full Certification.

	Chairman Morris read through the list of OTHER MINUTES & CORRESPONDENCE.  He also noted any of the 	information could be found on the Town’s Website or copies could be picked up at the Town Manager’s Office.
	
G.	FUTURE AGENDA ITEM PROPOSALS:  
	G. McNaughton stated he would also like to be pro-active when it comes to the Memorandum of Understandings with SOM 	and SRDC.  He would like this subject on an agenda in the near future.  Chairman, Kristi Morris did not make any requests.  	Vice-Chairman, Stephanie Thompson requested for the Town Manager to start looking for volunteers for the Budget 	Advisory Board.  Peter MacGillivray shared he and Walter Martone will be ready to make a preliminary report on the Charter 	Revision process in 
	the near future.

H.	CITIZEN’S COMMENTS:  John Graves, resident, shared in his opinion the Solar Array at the intersection of Routes 10 	and 106 was an eyesore.  Mr. Graves stated the Solar Array was not a very welcoming site when driving into Town.  He 	requested the Board of Selectmen to contact the owner about the condition of the property.  Town Manager Yennerell agreed 	to request the owner to mow and tidy up his property.
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	Mr. Graves also wanted to know why Towns did not have any say when it came to the installation of Solar Arrays?  He was 	especially concerned when large amounts of agricultural lands were used for Solar Arrays.  Chairman Morris explained that 	Solar Arrays are regulated by the Public Service Board, (PSB).  He explained the grievance process for property owners and 	how to contact the Public Service Board.  Selectmen McNaughton suggested the Town let the residents know when they were 	contacted with Letters of Intent for the construction of Solar Arrays.  Selectmen McNaughton also stated there is criteria 	consideration for prime agricultural lands when it comes to the installation of Solar Arrays.  

	Weston Marshall inquired about the status of the three properties discussed at the June 2015 Selectmen’s meeting.
	Chairman Morris and Town Manager Yennerell provided a brief update.
	1.	Valley Street Property – The property is in the litigation process.  An Appeal Hearing has been scheduled for
		Monday, September 28, 2015 at 7:00 PM at Selectmen’s Hall.
	2.	Clinton Street – The property is in the litigation process.
	3.	Park Street – Town Manager Yennerell and Administrative Officer, William Kearns, have met with the property
		owner in regards to the imposed Unsafe Building Order.  The property owner has agreed to adhere to all of the
		requests of the Unsafe Building Order.  Town Manager Yennerell is concerned if all the requests of the Unsafe
		Building Order can be met within the allowed time frame.

	Town Manager Yennerell also introduced the Town’s new Finance Director, Cathy Sohngen, to the viewers of SAPA TV.
		
I.	ADJOURNMENT:

MOTION:	George McNaughton moved to adjourn the Board of Selectmen’s meeting at 8:15 PM.
		Seconded by Vice-Chairman, Stephanie Thompson.
		Vote:  4 Yes, passed unanimously.

 	Regular Board of Selectmen meeting ended at 8:15 PM.


Submitted by:



Donna M. Hall
Recording Secretary
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