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 Energy Committee Minutes: September 17, 2015
Meeting called to order at 6: 32by Char Osterlund
Present: Dave Yesman, George McNaughton, Jim Ball, Steve Clay Young, Char Osterlund and Mike Knoras.

Secretary’s Report: June’s minutes were approved as amended (“decisions” changed to “proposals”); August’s minutes were approved.
Old Business:
Streetlights:A lengthy discussion took place re. the cobra head streetlights owned by the town and the antique looking lights found along the main street . Much frustration was expressed re. who was responsible for what, what was the present cost to power these lights and why did it cost $500 to convert the antique lights to LED's. George moved that we count the town owned cobra head lights and that we recommend to the select board that these lights be given to GMP and that they be converted to LEDs. Dave seconded the motion and it was passed 4-2. The board felt that it needed further information on the antique lights prior to making a recommendation.

Hydro-electric grants: Mike reported that the USDA gave out 8 million dollars to four states, one of which was Vermont, to repair and enhance hydro-electric projects. He will do further research to see if Springfield could be the recipient for a future grant. He also reported that flood federal control dams could now be used for low head hydro electricity generation.

Cold climate heat pumps workshop: Dave reported that Efficiency Vermont will conduct a presentation on cold climate heat pumps on October 13th at 6:30 at the Nolan Murray Center. Different people volunteered to help; George-local newspapers, Char-SAPA, Jim-Burlington TV stations, Mike-Posters, Mike -refreshments. Posters will be sent to us.

Library- Dave said that the insulation contractor will be working on the library and that a meeting will be held in the future involving said contractor, the librarian, John Penny, members of the energy committee and hopefully the town manager. There is some sense of urgency here as the select board will begin working on next year’s budget fairly soon.

New Business:  
Revolving fund: Char will write a letter to the town manager with copies to select board members re. the revolving fund that was agreed upon. See energy minutes for 9/14. All committee members will sign at October's meeting.

Solar array maintenance: Mike spoke to the importance of maintaining solar arrays and saving prime agricultural land for agricultural use. To be discussed at a future meeting.

Pellet boilers: Steve would like to give a brief presentation on pellet boilers at a future meeting.

The meeting was adjourned at 8 PM.


Respectfully submitted by Jim Ball
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