MINUTES
PLANNING COMMISSION
Wednesday – September 2, 2015 – 7:00 PM

A.	CALL TO ORDER: The Chair called the meeting to order at 7 PM.
B.	ROLL CALL: Members present were: Tom Hall, Judith Stern, Wilbur Horton, Michael Knoras, Richard Filion, Chuck Gregory, and Walter Clark. Also present. George McNaughton nonvoting member. Members absent for Mark Wilson, Scott Frye and Bill Robison, non-voting member.
	Also present was Tom Kennedy from the SWCRPC and Bill Kearns the Sec. of the Commission and Town Administrative Officer. 
C.	DISCUSSION:
2.	Town Plan,  from July 1 Minutes: “September 2 – review maps among any other work that needs to be done on the Town Plan” Maps: future land use, base features, current land use, natural features, soil conditions, water features. 
The Chair, after some discussion with the Administrative Officer, Tom Kennedy, and the Commission members, amended the agenda to move the work on the maps ahead of the discussion of Economic Development.
Bill Kearns led the discussion on the maps. 
Current Land Use Map amendments:
	Remove the following buildings:
· The triangle and square at 51 Mineral St.
· A house at 1110 Rte 11/Chester Road, There is a house near the road that is still there.  The one set back and up on the hill burnt down and should be removed.  
Change: 
· The church at 4 Chester road is a multifamily dwelling
· At 9 Elm Street. The use has changed from the Historical Society Museum to a single-family residence.
· The house at 178 French Meadow Road has a business and should be noted as a commercial property.
· At 304 Paddock Road is a commercial property. 
Facilities and Utilities map (part 1) is missing the post office in North Springfield at 38 Main Street NS, and the wastewater treatment plant on the northerly side of the creek on Clinton Street just north of Seavers Brook Road.
Facilities and Utilities map (part 2), which has 5 small maps, at the request of the director of Public Works remove for security reasons the well sites on Fairgrounds Road. 
On the Futures Plan Use Map the following amendments:
· On this property1B-01-02.000, 19.4 Acres - Grand List, 20 AIRPORT ROAD. The color should be the pinkish of the commercial/light residential use.
· Coming south on Route 106, the 1st 3 parcels on the easterly side of the road and the developments on Pine Brook and Waterford should be MDR. Everything else between Gurney road and Route 106North, including the properties on school Street, should be Mixed Use.
That was all the changes to the maps.
1.	Town Plan: Discussion of Econ Development Chapter with Tom Kennedy, Exec Dir, SWCRPC
There followed a long rambling discussion of the Economic Development, Chapter 10 of the Town Plan.

Tom Kennedy was critical of the plan to the extent that it encourages more development along River Street, with language and encouragement of development that would appear to be against the state planning goals as they are set forth in title 24 VSA Section 4302C (1), and especially (B), which speaks to development being in community centers, and not a long highways. Another way of stating it is to develop the village areas which are already densely developed and if not their preferred the Brownfield areas over the “greenfield” areas.

In response the Economic Development Chapter committee disagreed with the characterization of the development on River Street as being strip development, which is strongly discouraged by Section 4302, and instead to characterize it as being development along the only develop all part of Springfield, which is the Highway that goes from the southeasterly part of the city through the mid-part of town and out to the Northwest. The Commission members and the committee decided that it would revisit and reword that portion of the chapter, which is being critiqued by Tom Kennedy. Tom Kennedy also thought the tone was not the proper tone to be taken for an Economic Development Chapter. Some of the characterizations were or could be deemed to be offensive. Tom Kennedy also stated that what is written. It goes far beyond what is required by 4302 in goal 11. He believes that that goal is met by a description of the economy of the town, which was well done in what was presented, the location of where we want future development and future business, the type that we are looking for, the scale of the businesses we are looking for, and the strategies, policies and programs that the town should adopt because their necessary to the described goals. Tom Kennedy also stated that we might be specific as to the type of business we would like here. The version that was presented talks about renewable energy technologies, without being specific about what is meant by that. Also, we could talk about the businesses that are successful here, and that are looking how to expand and discuss that a bit.

The members of the Economic Development Chapter committee told Tom Kennedy that they needed some data from Dan Potter and some maps and they would talk to Dan and be more specific about that. There was then a discussion of whether or not the hospital and medical services in town should be in their own chapter or kept in the Economic Development Chapter.
MOTION Mike Knoras moved to keep the discussion of the medical services, and Springfield in the Economic Development Chapter, which motion was seconded by Walter Clark. The Chair called the question and it was approved 7 yes, one no.
There was then discussion led by George McNaughton concerning the line on page 9 concerning whether or not residential uses should be approved for the downtown. And after a long discussion it was made the subject of a motion.
MOTION Mike Knoras moved to table indefinitely this discussion, seconded by Richard Filion. There being no further discussion, the Chair called the question and it passed 4 yes (Stern, Horton, Filion, Knoras) to 3. No (Gregory, Clark, and Hall).
E.	MINUTES:	 Approval of minutes for August 5, 2015. Chuck Gregory made the motion to approve the minutes as submitted, which motion was seconded by Tom Hall. There being no further discussion the Chair called for a vote and the minutes were approved as submitted 5 yes, 2 No (Gregory and Hall).  
[bookmark: _GoBack]F.	NEW BUSINESS:   Bill Kearns stated that administration has been dealing with the Judicial Bureau for the use of tickets and enforcement and believes that that will start within 3 weeks.
G.	OLD BUSINESS:	 None
H.	COMMUNICATIONS:  None
I.	ADJOURNMENT: Mike Knoras moved, Tom Hall 2nd at 9:30 PM.
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