MEETING MINUTES

TOWN OF SPRINGFIELD
SELECTMEN’S HALL – 96 MAIN STREET – THIRD FLOOR
REGULAR BOARD OF SELECTMEN MEETING
MONDAY, October 12, 2015 

Immediately following the 7:00 PM Public Hearing Meeting
__________________________________________________________________________________________
WELCOME:  Visitors are most welcome at Board of Selectmen Meetings.  Anyone wishing to address the Board on a specific matter is requested to make arrangements to appear on the Agenda with either the Chairman of the Selectboard, Kristi Morris, or the Town Manager, Tom Yennerell, before the Friday preceding each meeting.  Emergency matters can be handled by requesting recognition by the Chairman under Item B – Any Requested Additions to the Agenda.

A.	CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL:  Chairman, Kristi Morris, called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.  The Pledge 	of Allegiance and Roll Call were taken.

	Board Members Present:  Chairman, Kristi Morris, Vice-Chairman, Stephanie Thompson, George 	McNaughton, and Walter 	Martone.  Peter MacGillivray was absent.  
	
	Also Present:  Town Manager, Tom Yennerell, Finance Director, Cathy Sohngen, and Town Clerk, Barbara Courchesne

B.	ANY REQUESTED ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA:  None

C.	MINUTES:
	Regular Board of Selectmen, Meeting Minutes, September 28, 2015

MOTION:	George McNaughton moved to adopt the Board of Selectmen Meeting Minutes of September 28, 2015
		with corrections made as noted below.
		Seconded by Vice-Chairman, Stephanie Thompson
		Vote:  4 Yes, passed unanimously

	Walter Martone requested the following corrections to the Meeting Minutes of September 28, 2015.
	Page 2, part 2 of the motion – should be “finding of fact”,
	Page 2, Water Infrastructure, 3rd line should be “have the design work done”,
	Page 2, Sewer Infrastructure, 2nd line he would like AC spelt out Asbestos Cement.
	Page 3, After the motion on the Budget Advisory Committee, 2nd line should be “know how these changes would affect 	service levels”.

	George McNaughton requested the order of agenda items on Page 5 be reorganized.

	PUBLIC HEARING OPENED AT:  7:08 PM

D.	PUBLIC HEARING FOR ORDINANCE 2015-2 
ITEM 1:  Adding the Town Constable to the List of Issuing Municipal Officials of Ordinance Enforcement.  The Ordinance Committee recommends approval of this proposed ordinance.  The first Public Hearing and first reading of the proposed Ordinance, Ordinance 2015-2, was held on September 14, 2015 with all Selectboard Members in agreement.  The second Public Hearing and second reading of the proposed Ordinance, 2015-2, was held tonight with all Selectboard Members in agreement.

There were not any questions from the Board of Selectmen or the Public in attendance.

PUBLIC HEARING  ENDED AT:  7:10 PM

MOTION:	George McNaughton moved to approve the Second Reading of proposed Ordinance 2015-2, An 
		Ordinance to amend the Administrative Code, Chapter 1. General Provisions, Section 1-14 Issuing
		Municipal Official(s), Added Paragraph (6) covering the Town Constable as an Ordinance Enforce-
		ment Official.
		Seconded by Vice Chairman, Stephanie Thompson
		Vote:  4 Yes, passed unanimously
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E.	PRESENTATION:
	ITEM  2:  Claudio Veliz, Architect – Tiny House Presentation.  Presentation was cancelled due to audio/visual problems with the 	equipment.  Mr. Veliz will present at the next Board of Selectmen meeting on Monday, October 26, 2016.
 
F.	NEW BUSINESS:
	ITEM 3:  Ordinance Committee Appointment – Vice-Chairman, Stephanie Thompson, resigned from the Ordinance 	Committee and Walter Martone is interested in joining the committee.  

MOTION:	George McNaughton moved to acceptance Vice-Chairman, Stephanie Thompson’s, resignation from the
		Ordinance Review Committee and appoint Walter Martone as a member of the Ordinance Review
		Committee.
		Seconded by Chairman, Kristi Morris
		Vote:  4 Yes, passed unanimously

	ITEM	4:  Social Service Appropriations Policy – Vice-Chairman, Stephanie Thompson, requested at the last Board of 	Selectmen meeting to consider a Social Service Appropriations Policy Proposal.  Town Clerk, Barbara Courchesne, has 	reworked a proposed policy into the model proposed from VLCT, Vermont League of Cities & Towns; which has been 	reviewed by the Town’s Attorney, Steve Ankuda.

	The proposed Social Service Appropriations Policy would only be effect for the current year.  According to the Town’s 	Attorney, Steve Ankuda, it is important each Board of Selectmen for each year retain its right to approve or disapprove the 	use of the Social Service Appropriation Policy.  If social service agencies that have not had an appropriation request 	approved at the most recent annual town meeting, or they are requesting a larger appropriation than that approved at the most 	recent annual town meeting, must submit a petition for an article requesting an appropriation in accordance with Town of 	Springfield Charter, Article Two II(B)3(c) and 17 V.S.A. § 2642.  Such petition must be signed by at least five percent 	of the voters of the town and filed with the Town Clerk not less than 47 days before the day of the annual meeting.  It 	is recommended that agencies submit their proposed petition to the Town Clerk for review by the Town Attorney for legality 	prior to obtaining the required signatures. 

	George McNaughton mentioned this topic was presented last year and defeated in a 2 to 2 vote.  He would like input from the 	citizen’s regarding the proposed Social Service Appropriations Policy.

MOTION:	George McNaughton moved to approve the following ballot referendum, which states:
		Shall the Selectboard establish procedures allowing not for profit organizations to place special
		appropriation request on the Town Ballot without a petition signed by the Town citizens, if the
	 	proposed appropriations is for social services and has been approved at the immediate prior
	             town meeting vote in the same amount as published.
		NO SECOND – MOTION FAILED

MOTION:	Vice-Chairman, Stephanie Thompson, moved to approve the proposed Social Service Appropriation
		Policy for the Town of Springfield.
		Seconded by Walter Martone

	A brief discussion followed between Selectboard Members, Stephanie Thompson, Walter Martone, and  George 	McNaughton.  They shared their views and the pros & cons of the proposed social service appropriations policy.  In the end, 	the voters of Springfield will have the final say on voting day what special appropriations pass and do not pass.

	Chairman Morris stated the proposed social service appropriations policy is authorized by State Statute to allow Selectboards 	to adopt this type of policy.  He also stated as past history has shown, gathering 300 names on a petition is not a  problem, 	however, it is an extra burden to the Town Clerk’s office to verify all the signatures on the petitions.  The Town does require 	a brief description of the organization along with their goals to be published in the annual Town Report.  The organizations 	are asked to attend the Town Meeting to explain their organizations position and what they do for the community.  Under the 	proposed social service appropriations policy, Form 990, Financial Report, will be requested by Town.  Chairman Morris 	also stated this proposed social service appropriation policy is only for one year; therefore, it will be like a trial year.

		Vote:  3 Yes, 1 No (George McNaughton)
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G.	MANAGER’S REPORT:  Chairman Morris noted the Town Manager’s Report was included in the Selectmen’s Packets 	and available for viewing on the Town’s Website or a copy could be picked up at the Town Manager’s Office.

H.	OTHER MINUTES & CORRESPONDENCE:
	1.  Springfield Airport Commission, Meeting Minutes, September 24, 2015
	2.  Springfield Housing Authority, Agenda, October 13, 2015
	3.  Springfield Police Department, Law Incident Summary Report, September 2015
	4.  Springfield Senior Center, Monthly Newsletter, October 2015

	Chairman Morris read through the list of OTHER MINUTES & CORRESPONDENCE.  He also noted any of the 	information could be found on the Town’s Website or copies could be picked up at the Town Manager’s Office.

I.	FUTURE AGENDA ITEM PROPOSALS:
	Chairman Morris mentioned the Tiny House Presentation will take place on 10/26/2015.
	Walter Martone – Nothing
	George McNaughton – Stated he would like a more efficient, effective manor for the coming budget process.  He would like 	to know how Town Manager Yennerell will achieve that goal.
	Vice-Chairman Thompson - Nothing

J.	CITIZEN’S COMMENTS:
	Mary Helen Hawthorne, citizen, former Chairman of the Board of Selectmen and former Executive Director of Springfield 	on the Move was present at the Board meeting.  Ms. Hawthorne spoke against the proposed MOUs, memorandum of 	understanding, between the Town of Springfield and Springfield on the Move and the Town of Springfield and the 	Springfield Regional Development Corporation.  She spoke of economic development, the value of the two Organizations, 	and the burden of paperwork the MOUs will cause for the two organizations.

	Walter Martone and Vice-Chairman, Stephanie Thompson, shared a couple of upcoming events happening in Town.

	The Springfield Energy Committee, Town of Springfield, and Efficiency Vermont Partnership are co-sponsoring a HEAT 	PUMP WORKSHOP on Tuesday, October 13, 2015 @ 6:00 PM located at the Nolin Murray Center.  This event is 	FREE 	and open to the Public.

	The Springfield Art and Historical Society has been very busy preparing for their open house Saturday, October 17th, at their 	new location on Rt. 106 in North Springfield.  The doors will be open from 9 am to 5 pm with guided tours and from 12 to 2 	pm (as long as they last) there will be hamburgers and hot dogs.  At 2:15 there will a short Annual Meeting and at 2:30 Ron 	Patch, antique dealer and clock collector, will tell us about our beautiful 1795 Grandfather clock that given to the Society in 	memory Ellen Harrison.  Ron has taken pictures of the clock, inside and out, and will tell us how, when, and where it was 	built.  Around 3:30 we will have a cake-cutting ceremony and following that Ron has offered to do clock appraisals for $5 	per clock, to benefit the Society.  Also there will be a new display called “Antique Technology” which will display some of 	the items from the Society collection that were consider “technology” for their times.     

	There will be a Community Presentation entitled; “Understanding Addiction” by Dr. W. 	Gordon Franckle, Medical Director 	of the Rutland Regional Medical Center’s West Ridge Center for Addiction & Recovery.  The presentation will be on 	Tuesday, October 13, 2015 @ 6:00 PM located at the Springfield Elks Club.  This event is FREE 	and open to the Public.

K.	ADJOURN:

MOTION:	George McNaughton moved to close the Regular Board of Selectmen Meeting.
		Seconded by Walter Martone
		Vote:  4 Yes, passed unanimously

	Meeting closed at 8:09 PM	

Submitted by:


Donna M. Hall
Recording Secretary
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