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SPRINGFIELD, VERMONT

________________________________________________________________________                                            

AGENDA


1.	Call to Order

2.	Discussion of proposed ordinance determining and prohibiting certain public 	nuisances within a school zone.

3.	Adjourn






























ORDINANCE
DETERMINING AND PROHIBITING
CERTAIN PUBLIC NUISANCES WITHIN
A SCHOOL ZONE

Be it found, declared and ordained as follows:

1. That the quality and character of the areas which are proximate to Public Schools are of especial concern to the Springfield Community for a variety of reasons including, but not limited to the following:
a. Such areas are areas frequented by minor and vulnerable children;
b. Such areas are areas frequently surveyed by persons interested in investing in the community, or becoming a resident of the community.
2. That the Federal and State governments have found it to be in the best interest of the public health, safety and welfare to prohibit certain persons who have been found guilty of certain crimes from residing in or near such areas.
3. In recognition of the increased pedestrian traffic, especially that of children, the Town and the State have provided for decreased speed limits within such areas all in the best interest of the health, safety and welfare of the community.
4. That there have been several studies linking the existence of dilapidated buildings, buildings which are poorly maintained, or having other signs of blight such as broken windows, boarded up windows, graffiti, haphazard use of particle board or plywood to replace siding or windows to crime or less than wholesome activities.
5. That there has been local input from real estate professionals which indicate that run down neighborhoods located near public schools have a disproportionate adverse effect on the value of property throughout the community.
6. That it is in the best interest of the health, safety and welfare of the community that a high priority be assigned to cleaning up and requiring appropriate exterior maintenance of structures within a school zone.

Now therefore be it adopted and ordained as follows:

No owner or occupant of land within a school zone within Springfield shall cause, allow or suffer any structure within said zone to become blighted or dilapidated and/or ill-maintained or ill-repaired to such an extent that it causes property within a school zone to be adversely affected as to value, encourages misbehavior of adults or children, or would cause hesitation of a reasonable person to be a pedestrian in such an area.

For purposes of this section, blighted, dilapidated, ill-maintained, or ill-repaired shall include, but not be limited to the following:
· Broken windows not promptly repaired by replacing the glass window;
· Graffiti not promptly removed;
· Use of plywood or particle board as an exterior veneer not in keeping with the remainder of the structure’s veneer, or to board up broken doors or windows, except on a temporary basis not exceeding two weeks;
· Egregious failure to paint surfaces which were designed to be painted;
· Use of porches or decks visible from the sidewalk or street for storage of trash, or junk not intended for use on the same;
· Failure to keep the structure secure from the elements or the use of tarps to secure the structure from the elements except on a temporary basis not to exceed two weeks;
· General failure to maintain the structure and grounds associated therewith in a neat and tidy manner, including failure to mow lawns and clear property of noxious weeds.

For purposes of this section a school zone is defined to mean: _______________________
