MEETING MINUTES

TOWN OF SPRINGFIELD
SELECTMEN’S HALL – 96 MAIN STREET – THIRD FLOOR
REGULAR BOARD OF SELECTMEN MEETING
MONDAY, October 26, 2015 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
WELCOME:  Visitors are most welcome at Board of Selectmen Meetings.  Anyone wishing to address the Board on a specific matter is requested to make arrangements to appear on the Agenda with either the Chairman of the Selectboard, Kristi Morris, or the Town Manager, Tom Yennerell, before the Friday preceding each meeting.  Emergency matters can be handled by requesting recognition by the Chairman under Item B – Any Requested Additions to the Agenda.

A.	CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL:  Chairman, Kristi Morris, called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.  The Pledge 	of Allegiance and Roll Call were taken.

	Board Members Present:  Chairman, Kristi Morris, George McNaughton, Walter Martone and Peter MacGillivray.
	Vice-Chairman, Stephanie Thompson, was absent. 
	Also Present:  Town Manager, Tom Yennerell and Finance Director, Cathy Sohngen.

B.	ANY REQUESTED ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA:  None

C.	MINUTES:
	Regular Board of Selectmen, Meeting Minutes, October 12, 2015

MOTION:	Walter Martone moved to approve the Board of Selectmen Meeting Minutes of October 12, 2015
		as submitted.
		Seconded  by George McNaughton
		Vote:  4 Yes, passed unanimously

	LOCAL CONTROL COMMISSION OPENDED AT 7:04 PM.
D.	LIQUOR CONTROL COMMISSION:
	ITEM #1:  Liquor Licenses – A Second Class Liquor License Application from ABCS Properties LLC, has been 	requested.  ABCS Properties LLC will be taking over ownership of Black River Kwik Stop located at 360 River Street.  A 	records check of the LLC members, Scott L. Watkins and Andrea M. Watkins, has been completed by Chief Johnston with 	satisfactory results.

MOTION:	George McNaughton moved to approve the Second Class Liquor License Application from ABCS
		Properties LLC.
		Seconded by Peter MacGillivray
		
	Mr. & Mrs. Watkins were present and there were no questions asked.

		Vote:  4 Yes, passed unanimously

	The Board of Selectmen congratulated Mr. & Mrs. Watkins and wished them well in their new venture.
	LOCAL CONTROL COMMISSION CLOSED AT 7:08 PM.

E.	PRESENTATION:
	ITEM #2:  Claudio Veliz, Architect – Tiny House Presentation:  At the request of Selectmen, George McNaughton, Mr. 	Veliz made his presentation.  The purpose of the presentation was to have the Selectboard understand tiny houses as a 	prelude to a discussion of whether this is something the Board should explore to develop vacant lots which might not 	otherwise be marketable to the Town.  The ultimate goal being to get the vacant lots back on the grand list with a 	development that 	is consistent with and appropriate for the neighborhood.  Mr. Veliz gave a brief history of his business and 	provided details of his previous projects.  

F.	NEW BUSINESS:
	ITEM #3:  Request to rename the South Main Street Bridge, Bridge #65.  Gerald Patch came before the Selectboard to 	request the renaming of the South Main Street Bridge, Bridge #65.  Mr. Patch has proposed the new name be the Desert 	Storm Veteran’s Bridge.  Mr. Patch has submitted letters of support for his project from the local Veterans of Foreign Wars, 	Robert L. Johnson Post 771, the American Legion, Veteran’s Memorial Post #18, and Bibens ACE Hardware.
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	Mr. Patch has contacted the Vermont Agency of Transportation regarding the name change and was told it was up to the 	Town because the Bridge is not on a State road.  He has contacted a company about providing a sign for the bridge.  The 	estimated size is 30” x 24” and the VFW, Post 771 has agreed to pay for the sign.  If the name change meets with approval 	from the Board of Selectmen, Public Works Director, Jeff Strong, has agreed to contact Dig-Safe and provide workers to 	mount the sign.

MOTION:	Peter MacGillivray moved to accept the request to change the name of the South Main Street Bridge, 
		(Bridge #65), to the Desert Storm Veteran’s Bridge.
		Seconded by George McNaughton

	Walter Martone questioned if there was protocol for this sort of request.  Town Manager Yennerell stated there was not.  	However, he suggested to the Board the proposed sign for the bridge is reviewed by the Board or him before it was 	mounted.  Board members agreed and asked Mr. Patch if he could bring the sign or proof in for review on the next scheduled 	Board of Selectmen meeting of November 9th.  Mr. Patch was in agreement.

		Vote:  4 Yes, passed unanimously

	ITEM #4:  Approve Engineering Design Loans:  Town Manager Yennerell reminded the Selectboard Members they 	approved the funding for the Water Infrastructure projects at the October 12th meeting when the engineering company 	Aldrich and Elliot provided an overview of the project.  The two loan applications need signatures from the Selectboard 	Members.  The first one is for the Drinking Water Loan for $98,400.00 and the second one is for the Clean Water Loan for 	$164,200.00.

MOTION:	Walter Martone moved for the loan approval of two Loan Applications that had been approved
		at a previous meeting.
		Seconded by George McNaughton
		Vote:  4 Yes, passed unanimously		

	ITEM #5:  Change of Date for the December 14, 2015, Regular Board of Selectmen Meeting.

MOTION:	George McNaughton moved to reschedule the 1st. Regular Board of Selectmen meeting from
		December 14, 2015 to December 7, 2015.  In addition, there will be a Special Board Meeting on
		December 10, 2015.  The December 7th and 10th meetings will start at 6:00 PM.
		Seconded by Walter Martone
		Vote:  4 Yes, passed unanimously

	ITEM #6:  Proposed Budget Process:  Town Manager Yennerell prepared a proposed budget process as requested from Mr. 	McNaughton.  Town Manager Yennerell has proposed the following schedule.

	Monday, December 7, 2015 @ 6:00 PM Regular Board of Selectmen Meeting.  Immediately following there will be
		a Budget Workshop for Department Head Presentations.
	Thursday, December 10, 2015 @ 6:00 PM there will be another Budget Workshop for the remainder of the Department
		Head Presentations.
	The Week of January 4th, 2016 BAC & Department Head Meetings (if necessary).
	Monday, January 11, 2016 @ 6:00 PM Regular Board of Selectmen Meeting.  Immediately following there will be
		a Questions & Answers Session for Department Heads that have been requested to return.
	Thursday, January 14, 2016 @ 6:00 PM Questions & Answers Session for Department Heads that have been requested
		to return.  (This night might or might not be necessary.)
	Monday, January 25, 2015 @ 7:00 PM Regular Board of Selectmen Meeting.  The 2016-2017 Proposed Budget would
		need to be finalized at this meeting.

	George McNaughton wanted to know if the Board could ask questions to the Department Heads on December 7th and 10th.  	Town Manager Yennerell did not have a problem with the request.

	George McNaughton also asked when the Board Members could request their individual ideas to the Town Manager.  After a 	discussion, it was decided the Board Members should submit their individual requests to the Town Manager by November 	16th.  Town Manager Yennerell committed to have the proposed 2016 – 2017 Budget ready to be handed out on November 	23rd.
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MOTION:	Walter Martone moved to approve the proposed budget process as proposed by Town Manager,
		Tom Yennerell.
		Seconded by George McNaughton
		Vote:  4 Yes, passed unanimously

G.	MANAGER’S REPORT: Chairman Morris noted the Town Manager’s Report was included in the Selectmen’s Packets
	and available for viewing on the Town’s Website or a copy could be picked up at the Town Manager’s Office.

H.	OTHER MINUTES & CORRESPONDENCE:
	1.  Springfield Energy Committee, Meeting Minutes, September 17th, Approved & 
	     October 15, 2015, Not Approved
	2.  Springfield Housing Authority, Meeting Minutes, October 13, 2015
	3.  Springfield Police Department, Total Traffic Citation & Fine Report, September 2015
	4.  Springfield Public Works, Highway, Water, and Wastewater Departments, September 2015
	5.  Springfield Public Works, Water Departments, July & August 2015
	6.  Springfield Restorative Justice Center, Monthly Reports, August & September 2015
	7.  Springfield Town Library, Meeting Minutes, October 12, 2015

	Chairman Morris read through the list of OTHER MINUTES & CORRESPONDENCE.  He also noted any of the 	information could be found on the Town’s Website or copies could be picked up at the Town Manager’s Office.
	
I.	FUTURE AGENDA ITEM PROPOSALS:
	Walter Martone – Did not request anything.
	George McNaughton – Requested the Town Manager prepare a Marketing Plan for surplus property.
	George McNaughton – Requested the Board start discussing the importance of the Black River for the Town of 
		Springfield.
	
	Chairman Morris noted the Black River was not discussed when the Board of Selectmen held their Strategic Planning 	Session.  There were four goals discussed; and the Black River was not one of them.  Peter MacGillivray commented he 	thought the first step should be to formalize the goals and present the Strategic Plan to the public.  Town Manager Yennerell 	suggested each Board Member come up with two items for each of the four goals discussed.  He recognized the whole 	process was a pretty big deal and would take a considerable amount of time.  He also pointed out there were organizations 	that could assist the Board of Selectmen with this task.

	Peter MacGillivray – Did not request anything.

J.	CITIZEN’S COMMENTS:
	Walter Clark stated he enjoyed the presentation on Tiny Houses, but what was the intent.  George McNaughton requested the 	presentation so everyone would be aware of what tiny houses were.  He thought maybe some of the vacant lots, odd shaped 	lots, or lots where a regular house would not fit would be good for tiny houses.  Mr. McNaughton also made it clear he would 	like tiny houses on foundations.  Walter Clark also inquired if the Town would consider selling the properties at a lower cost 	to entice purchasers.  Mr. McNaughton stated there was a policy allowing for that type of arrangement.

	Chairman Morris took time at the end of the meeting to acknowledge the passing of Donald Gurney.  Mr. Gurney served time 	on the Town Selectboard, the Schoolboard, and supported school sports.

K.	ADJOURN:

MOTION:	George McNaughton moved to adjourn the meeting.
		Seconded by Peter MacGillivray
		Voted:  4 Yes, passed unanimously

	Meeting adjourned at 9:05 PM.

Submitted by:



Donna M. Hall
Recording Secretary
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