MINUTES
PUBLIC HEARING
PLANNING COMMISSION
Wednesday October 5, 2016 – 7:00 PM, 96 Main Street, Town Hall, 3rd Floor 

A.	CALL TO ORDER: The chair called the public hearing to order at 7:05 PM.
B.	ROLL CALL: Members present were Wilbur Horton, Lori Claffee, Mike Knoras, Richard Filion, Walter Clark, Chuck Gregory, and Judith Stern. Nonvoting member present: George McNaughton.
	Also present were Jason Rasmussen of the southern Windsor County regional planning commission, and Bill Kearns the Administrative officer and secretary to the planning commission.

NOTICE: Public Hearing Notice:

Town of Springfield Vermont Planning Commission will hold a public hearing on October 5, 2016 at 7 PM at 96 Main St., 3rd Floor, Town Hall, Springfield, VT. 
The Planning Commission has edited and amended the Town Plan, to include the addition of a new Health Chapter. 
Purpose of this public hearing is to receive public input on the proposed amendments to the Town Plan for the Town of Springfield in accordance with 24 VSA §4384. Copies of the proposed amendment and report are available at the Town of Springfield office of the Town Clerk, and may be found on the Town of Springfield website: www.Springfieldvt.govoffice2.com under “TOWN PLAN” on the Home Page. You may call the Administrative Officer for further information at Tel. 885 2104. This public hearing may be continued monthly until the amendments are adopted by the Planning Commission and recommended to the Board of Selectmen for adoption. 

The Chair read the notice (above) in full.
C.	Administrative Officer:  Testimony on Notice given, followed by discussion among Commissioners.
	The Administrative Officer testified that the public hearings were published and posted as required by law.
D.	Public Comment and Discussion
	The chair called for comment or discussion from the public, but, as there were is no one there,there was none.
E. 	Any further comments or discussion among commissioners. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	The chair asked for comments from any of the commissioners and there was none, except a question about the chapter numbering. The Administrative Office r stated that he would assign it a number before it was brought to the Selectboard. The number would be based on the table of contents.
F.	Close Public Hearing
	Mike Knoras moved, seconded by Richard Filion to close the public hearing at 7:10 PM. Motion passed unanimously
MINUTES
PLANNING COMMISSION
Wednesday – October 5, 2016 

A.	CALL TO ORDER: The chair called the meeting to order at 7:10 PM
B.	ROLL CALL: The rollcall remain the same as the rollcall above.
C.	DISCUSSION and ACTION ON: Proposed new Health Chapter addition to the Springfield Town Plan. The chair asked for discussion and there was none. Motion by Walter Clark, seconded by Michael Knoras to approve the Health Chapter as presented and send it to the Selectboard with the recommendation that they also approve it. The motion passed unanimously.
D.	DISCUSSIONs:
· Municipal Planning Grant with J. Rasmussen: Jason Rasmussen presented the board with an XL sheet showing the budget for the request for a municipal planning grant and discuss its use. In short, he stated that he had talked with the Administrative Officer and it was their mutual belief that, because the town plan is being rewritten, the zoning regulations needed to be brought into compliance with the new town plan. In addition to bringing those regulations up to date with the town plan and any new state law, there was a suggestion that the subdivision regulations be consolidated in one document. There was a long discussion on what can be done at the time were going back to the regulations. There was further discussion with regarding the new Act 174 and the planning that needs to be done. George McNaughton stated he would at the energy committee. The energy chapter and asked them to include a discussion of hydro-electrical generation. There is a motion by Mike Knoras to apply for the grant, as presented in the work plan and budget summary resented by Jason Rasmussen said. The motion was seconded by Richard Filion. It was no further discussion. The chair called the question and it was unanimously approved.
With regard to the Energy Chapter. There was a motion by Lori Claffee, seconded by Mike Knoras to send the Energy Chapter to the Energy Committee for them to work on it, revise it, and send it back to the planning commission. There being no further discussion the chair called the question and it passed unanimously.
· Work Process Suggestions. The chair introduced a discussion with regard to the Work Process Suggestions presented by Chuck Gregory. The discussion was fairly short with the admission by the commission that, while the process described in the presentation is certainly more efficient, it is likely in violation of the open meeting law and cannot be used by the commission.
· Transportation Chapter with J Rasmussen. Jason stated that he had met with John Johnson and Jeff Strong of the Highway Department, and with the Administrative Officer  to make sure that the language was up-to-date. The expansion of the E911 section was done by Bill Kearns, because of the fact that the E911 in Springfield needs a lot of work and he felt the explanation of the reason for the E911 system was worthwhile. Discussion then turned to the airport and in what the state plans to do there and the necessity for expansion of the sewer to the airport. Other than bringing the data up-to-date, Jason stated that there was not in a substantial change to the Transportation Chapter and the goals and objectives were not changed at all. George McNaughton asked why the intersection of Main and Valley Street are not on the crash list and Jason stated that he would add it in. 
There was discussion about the Downtown Plan and there was a motion by Mike Knoras 2nd by Lori Claffee that the Administrative Officer get a copy of the Downtown Plan, and circulate in the planning commission review it in the near future. And then have SOM come to the planning commission to present a discussion on them plan. The motion passed unanimously. There was a discussion about the hiring of an architect for work up at the highway garage. The question was what is the architect doing and what is the scope of that work. Jason stated he would try to get more information on that and give it to the planning commission. 
With regard to the E911 discussion Mike Knoras moved, 2nd by Richard Filion to recommend to the Selectboard that they authorize Bill Kearns to correct all the E911 addressing issues. That motion passed unanimously. 
With regard to the listing of airports in the vicinity on page 12, it was requested that Bradley airport near Hartford be added. Jason Rasmussen stated that he could do that.
· Report on progress Utilities and Facilities, Introduction, and Implementation, as well as Cultural and Historic Resources. With regard to the scheduling of work, it was decided that the next meeting will be devoted to Transportation, and then Utilities and Facilities and then Cultural Historical if that is ready. The review of the Downtown Master Plan was left uncertain as to the date. There still remains to be reviewed the updated Energy Chapter as well as Introduction and Implementation chapters, and completion of the Flood Resiliency chapter.
E.	MINUTES:	 Approval of minutes for September 7, 2016. Mike Knoras moved, 2nd by Chuck Gregory to approve the minutes as amended, and corrected. The motion passed unanimously
F.	NEW BUSINESS:   None
G.	OLD BUSINESS:	  None 
H.	COMMUNICATIONS:  None
I.	ADJOURNMENT: There was a motion by Richard Filion 2nd by Lori Claffee to adjourn the meeting at 9:10 PM. Motion passed unanimously.
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