MINUTES
PLANNING COMMISSION
Wednesday – November 5, 2014 – 7:00 P.M.

A.	CALL TO ORDER: 7:05 PM
B.	ROLL CALL: Wilbur Horton, Chair, Mark Wilson, Richard Filion, Judith Stern and Mike Knoras.  Also Present: Scott Frye, Chuck Gregory and Bill Kearns, AO. 
C.	DISCUSSION:
Interview with persons interested in serving on the PC with goal of making a recommendation to the Board of Selectmen.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Scott Frye has live in Springfield for 8.5 years and lives on Olive Street.  He has kids in school here. He has his own business in town, is involved in the community choir, music at the prison,  mural projects in town, Freedom Park renovations.

Chuck Gregory has lived in Springfield 38 years, and his son went to school here. He works with habitat for Humanity, Valley Court Diversion, Parent Child Center and the County Democrat Committee.  He is remodeling a house on Mineral Street. 

Wilbur Horton, Chair, in response to questions from each, talked about the meeting schedule, and role of the PC. He also talked about the work to begin on the Town Plan and the guide for that work: 24 VSA 4302.

MOTION: Mark Wilson moved, second by Richard Filion to recommend to the Selectboard to appoint each of them to the Commission. 
Motion passed unanimously. 

	Begin anew a review and revision of the Springfield Town Plan 
· Discuss the agenda and set priorities for the review.
· 24 VSA 4302
· List of items reserved from last amendment to be addressed this time, as suggested by various individuals. 
The Chair called upon the Administrative Officer, Bill Kearns to discuss the work to be done on the Town Plan. Bill Kearns went over the list of deferred topics, the outline of work to be done in the Application for the grant, and 24 VSA 4302 which sets forth the state goals, which must be discussed and dealt with by the Planning Commission while formulating a town plan. The Planning Commission then went over the list of deferred topics and the application outline and set the priorities for their review and amendment of the Town Plan. 
The 1st priority would be to amend chapter 3, to include the required discussion of flood resiliency and the need for recommendations and goals in the Town Plan on this topic. Also in chapter 3 could be a discussion of invasive plant species and dealing with them.
Chapter 10 could be the next priority, including a discussion of flood resiliency planning and its effect on land use, which could affect economic development.
The next priority would be the maps as they would need to be changed in light of the flood resiliency discussion and land-use discussion in chapters 3 and 10.
The next priority would be to update all the census data to the Census 2010 data as reported on the federal government website.
Following the suggestions for items that were deferred and that needed to be discussed in the town plan, the Commission laid out the rest of the work as follows: updating chapter 4 – education, followed by an update of chapters 4 and 5, which are housing and education, followed by chapter 9 energy.
There was discussion among the commissioners concerning a more comprehensive Economic Development chapter, which would include the topic of “branding.” There was also discussion about involving Springfield companies and their employees, along with SRDC executive Bob Flint and the Connecticut River Development Corporation, of which Commissioner Michael Knoras is a member. Other persons who might be involved in discussions and might help in amending the economic development chapter were mentioned by the commissioners and included Marc Curran, Winstanley, people at Lovejoy Tool, Eric Bibens, and persons on the Airport Commission. The members of the Planning Commission insisted that it is necessary that, in addition to a vision, the town must study and discover what hinders development, and eliminate it as much as possible, and what makes real development possible, and encourage and make regulations that encourage economic growth.
Bill Kearns stated that he would go through the list of deferred items, and match them with chapters of the town plan to the extent that was not done above.
	
D.	MINUTES:	 Approval of minutes for August 6, 2014; September 3, 2014. Motion by Richard Filion, 2nd by Mark Wilson to approve the minutes of August 6 and September 3, 2014. Motion passed unanimously with Mike Knoras abstaining.
E.	NEW BUSINESS:   Bill Kearns mentioned that there is a possibility of a new solar project on School Street in North Springfield.
F.	OLD BUSINESS:	 None
G.	COMMUNICATIONS:  None
H.	ADJOURNMENT: Richard Filion moved, 2nd by Mark Wilson to adjourn the meeting at 8:22 PM. Motion passed unanimously.

Attached: The outline of work set forth in the application for the grant, and the list of deferred items to be considered in the amendment of the Town Plan.
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