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 Energy Committee Minutes: May 21, 2015
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 PM by Char Osterlund

Present: Char Osterlund, Dave Yesman, George McNaughton, Frank Gould, Mike Knoras, Jim Ball, John Pugh 
Secretary’s Report: The April minutes were approved.
Efficiency VT: Paul Markowitz from Efficiency Vermont was introduced. Committee members informed Paul of recent activities. 
Paul explained that E.V. has three main categories: Municipal; which includes streetlights, waste water treatment plants, audits and town buildings. New Construction or major building rehabilitation: which includes building codes and financial incentives and Community, which includes assistance in increasing residential thermal efficiency.

TOPICS OF DISCUSSION; Paul encouraged the committee to create a total for the energy costs for the town of Springfield. This would include heating costs, lighting costs, vehicle fuel etc. This total would make a good comparison figure when comparing to similar communities. Paul said he would send to Char the town of Monpelier's figures. Revolving funds were discussed and the town of Wilmington was mentioned as an example of energy savings creating more savings. SEVCA was mentioned as not only a contractor for low income families but also available for middle class families wishing to increase their energy efficiency. Community outreach with volunteer consultants, trained by EV who would conduct residential walk throughs making suggestions to homeowners was also discussed. A suggestion was made to contact neighborhood committees for community informational meetings re. energy efficiency. Heat exchange systems, south facing roofs and EV financial incentives were also discussed. Paul mentioned that EV has a workbook that would assist us in writing the energy chapter of the town plan.

PACE Update:
Char reported that it appeared that the town's financial responsibilities for homeowners who failed to make payments to EV after thermal projects were completed were minimal and would probably only include putting a house up for sale after 90 days to collect the monies owed. Committee members however raised enough unanswered questions that the committee felt uncomfortable in recommending PACE to the select board. Paul pointed out that the heat saver loan conducted by EV accomplished many of the same goals as PACE and did not involve the town. 

Paul informed the committee that EV could conduct community workshops on the following topics: Zero Energy Homes, Button Up Vermont, Cold Climate Heat Pumps, Financing Energy Improvements and Heating With Wood Pellets. He suggested that these workshops would be better attended in the fall..

MOTION   Mike Knoras motioned and Frank Gould seconded that the committee request that the select board and the town manager contact Efficiency Vermont to engage a consultant who would assist in converting town owned streetlights to LEDs. The motion passed unanimously. 

The June meeting agenda will include will include the library audit and the energy chapter. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 PM.    Respectfully submitted   Jim Ball Secretary
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