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This Chapter of the Town Plan recognizes the existing recreational opportunities and facilities and potential future opportunities  and plans for future facilities in the Town of Springfield. Recreation is defined and used in this chapter as meaning: spare time activities pursued for general enjoyment, relaxation, participation in sports, cultural improvement, and health reasons.

Shared Facilities
The Town and the Springfield School District share most of their recreational fields and facilities. The Town Recreation Department uses the School's gym facilities in the winter, and the School uses the Town's outdoor facilities, especially those at Riverside Park, for some of the School athletic events. In addition, the School has an excellent physical education and interscholastic sports program. The working relationship between the Town Recreation Department and the School's athletic departments is excellent and translates into an efficient use of the Town and school resources and facilities, and expanded recreational opportunities for all the residents of the Town of Springfield.

The Springfield Parks and Recreation Department offers programs for all ages year round, but their K-6 youth sports programs are a main focus. The department is serving 200-250 children at any given time in this age group for seasonal sports programs.  Maintaining and increasing this number of youth served is a goal moving forward.

The Community Center at 139 Main Street is a community resource that houses activities and programs for people of all ages. It has a gym, 6 bowling lanes, a full senior center, game room, activity rooms and more. A major improvement project on this building was completed in 2015. After a study and planning by a structural engineer, deteriorating brick pillars across the front (street side) of the building were replaced with concrete to stabilize the entire facility. The Recreation Director is currently working with the SWCRPC on a planning grant to prioritize future improvements to the Community Center. While the Community Center is an old building, it is still extremely functional. It is heavily used from September to March, by folks of all ages, for many, many, purposes seven days a week. Nearly 200-300 people come through the doors of the Community Center (including the Senior Center) nearly every day during these months.
The Springfield Senior Center is a place to socialize while learning ways to live longer and stronger. It shares the Community Center with the Parks and Recreation Department and is open weekdays from 8:00-4:00 pm for people 50 years and over. There are no membership dues- they ask for participation instead of dues. The activities include: Living Strong strength training classes with leg and hand weights, Chair Yoga, Line Dance classes, walking in the gym, Senior Songsters, Ceramics classes, billiards, ping pong, shuffleboard tournaments, cribbage tournaments, card games, and special Wednesday afternoon entertainment. In the near future they hope to add a Tai Chi class. The Senior Center also holds Foot Clinics, Flu Clinics, free AARP Tax-Aide preparation, and free educational programs that are open to all in the community. Their big fundraiser each year is a Christmas Bazaar. They host many wonderful trips each year, including five one-day trips, two small overnights and one large trip. The Senior Center motto is “Enter as strangers… leave as friends”.
Recreation Property and Facilities
The Recreation Resources Inventory in Appendix B summarizes information on the various recreation properties located within the community. Information on each property/facility includes the name of the property or facility, the approximate land area, the current landowner and the facilities and/or the functions served by the facility. The location of these properties is shown on the Base Features Map.
Riverside Park is the hub of Springfield outdoor recreation activity. It provides six baseball and softball diamonds, soccer and football fields, swimming pool, tennis and basketball courts, skateboard park, playground, a picnic area and a place for festivals and gatherings.
The Civic Improvement Fund, grant funding, the Parks and Rec. budget, and Community Service projects, have been used and will continue to be used to upgrade and improve many of the components of Riverside Park. Plans for other major and minor park improvements at Riverside are currently in various stages, e.g. renovation of the baseball field. 
The Recreation Department administers the recreational facility at the North Springfield School Park, which has a youth soccer field, a walking trail, and a warming hut used in conjunction with the winter skating rink.  This property is owned by the North School Preservation Society, but is maintained by the Parks and Recreation Department. The other youth league baseball field in North Springfield is located on a parcel in North Springfield Industrial Park. This parcel had been owned by the Rotary club, which transferred this parcel to the Town. With the flat topography and good access, the site provides an excellent location for recreational uses.
The Edgar May Health and Recreation Center is a regional recreation center in Springfield.  The Edgar May provides area residents from Springfield and beyond indoor health and recreation opportunities.  Located adjacent to the former foundry building on Clinton Street, which serves as the Gateway to the downtown. The Recreation Center is a significant asset to the community providing residents the opportunities and support they need to live an active and healthy lifestyle and currently features three swimming pools, including a therapy pool and children’s pool, and a fitness center. The Edgar May Center has long term plans to expand in phases to connect its current active facility with the former foundry building to enhance its program offerings which involve health, recreation, and wellness programs for all ages. The opportunities for recreation in the Town may be expanded through cooperation with the Edgar May, YMCA, Booster Club, schools and other groups, which could provide other facilities and programs for residents.
Recreation Trails
The Toonerville Trail, Springfield's bicycle and walking path, is a paved path that skirts the Black River for three miles from its parking area near Grappone on Clinton Street to the Toll Bridge and Hoyt's Landing on the Connecticut River.  The Trail may be extended to Bridge St. at the Edgar May Health and Recreation Center parking lot. 

A feasibility study spearheaded by the Springfield Trails and Greenways (STAG) group and administered by SWCRPC has been performed contemplating the creation of a new pedestrian/bike path along the Black River on North Side of Springfield and through parts of North Springfield.  The groups are now studying how the same can be implemented in phases.
Other trails information is found on the Base Features Map. This map includes a composite of trails information covering hiking, snowmobile, cross-country skiing, and bicycle paths.   
The Agency of Natural Resources working in cooperation with the local snowmobile chapter of the Vermont Association of Snowmobile Travelersils (VAST) has identified the current network of snowmobile trail corridors in Springfield.

In addition to the snowmobile trail network, hiking trail information has been provided by the Recreation Department for the Town Forests and by the US Army Corps of Engineers for the North Springfield Reservoir property. Additionally, the Class 4IV road information provided by the Public Works Department is included on the Base Features Map in the Appendix.  Class 4 roads are all town highways that are not class 1, 2, or 3 town highways.  Vermont Statute states that the selectboard shall determine which highways are class 4 town highways. 
The Class IV roads could be better utilized and preserved to provide the opportunity for more organized use for hiking, cross-country skiing, mountain biking, and/or snowmobile trails. It is of particular importance that the Town keeps those Class 4IV roads, which will interlink these uses, and which intersect existing trails. Those roads suitable for such use need to be identified, mapped, and held in Town ownership in order to ensure use by Springfield residents in the future.  Future trail networks need to be planned and considered.
The Crown Point Road, now a combination of maintained and unmaintained roads and trails, holds historic significance and would provide opportunities for recreationists if preserved. The Town should investigate the feasibility of conserving the Crown Point Road through easements or acquisition in order to preserve this important historic resource.
Parks
The Town has a few existing pocket parks.  One example is the park located at 1 Main Street, which contains benches and is a nice place to view the falls.  There is some interest in creating additional pocket parks in town. 
The Vermont Department of Forest, Parks, and Recreation is working to establish a new State Park at Muckross, the former home of Edgar May.  The park will consist of approximately 200 acres and in 2015 a pilot summer camp project was initiated. The establishment of the Muckross State Park in Springfield willmay have a significant impact on a variety of recreational opportunities.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Connecticut River Access
A fishing and boating access area isare available to the public at Hoyt's Landing. It is maintained by the Vermont State Department of Fish and Wildlife. The access area provides a boat launch area, fishing from shore, picnic area and parking.

Black River
The Town of Springfield desires to increase the visibility, accessibility and use of the Black River for recreational use and enjoyment.  Currently access, use and visibility of the Black River is limited within the developed portion of the Town.  The Town Government is adopting a strategic plan which proposes increasing the access, use and visibility of the Black River.  An integral part of doing so involves the need for a flexible approach to riparian buffer zones and creative thinking with respect to creating access and beautification of the same.  Experience has established that the use of the existing Toonerville Trail is one of the more popular general recreation facilities in Springfield.  It not only is used by the citizens of the community, but is a focal point for many activities involving health and recreation related charities.

Community Gardens and Other Neighborhood Projects
Neighborhood associations are struggling to discover ways to improve the livability of their neighborhoods and create cohesive communities.  They have met various obstacles such as lack of available fiscal agents for charitable purposes.  Neighborhood associations are working to preserve important community landmarks, establish playgrounds and community gardens.
The Downtown Master Plan has reference to designated neighborhood plans which may play a role in such neighborhood efforts.  The Town in its developing strategic plan is seeking ways to partner or assist neighborhood associations in improving their neighborhoods.  The East Central Vermont Consortium in it “What We Want” report has mentioned the establishment of themed districts such as garden or arts districts.  Many of these concepts may provide examples of projects play into the improvement of recreational opportunities at the neighborhood level.

Private Recreational Facilities
Springfield has attracted and Springfield on the Move has plans to attract additional recreational entertainment facilities to the town.   Currently, Springfield hosts dance schools, martial arts dojos, board gaming halls, boxing clubs, and fitness centers.  Several of these have clustered in an area of the downtown consisting of the former Masonic Hall and the former Furman’s Department store to create a small “dDowntown hHealth dDistrict.”  It has through private and non-profit intervention renovated and re-established a new digital three screen movie theater.  The number of support gathering spots such as restaurants, pubs, coffee shops, and ice cream facilities catering to the later evening crowd is somewhat limited and expansion of sites needs to be encouraged.  These need to be accompanied by avocational recreational opportunities such as artist/artisan demonstrations and craft seminars and maker’s spaces.  The VAULT has played an important role in supporting these endeavors.,  Additionally, Springfield on the Move is actively pursuing this type of venue creation.

The Library and Library Services
The Springfield Library provides an important public recreational service in providing access to books, computers access, speaking and educational events, and works with other organizations to provide more sedentary recreational pursuits.  The Town encourages the library to expand its role in providing recreational services.  an expansive role for the library in the recreational area.

Festivals and Races
Festivals and marathon events play an important part in the recreational health, education, quality of life, and economic development of Springfield.   Springfield currently hosts several runs, or mini-marathons some connected with the Toonerville Trail and others with the North Springfield Dam.  It is anticipated that Springfield will experience an increase in theseis activitiesy with the opening of the Muckross State Park.  In addition, it has come to host a variety of festivals sponsored by various not for profit groups.   These festivals are recreational opportunities for the town and surrounding region entire area and often involve charitable fund raisersfundraisers for the community.  The festival life for the community needs to be strengthened where possible. 

Goals
1.   Maintain existing recreation facilities so that they are safe, usable, and attractive for all Springfield residents.
2. Maintain or increase the number of youth that access the recreation programs in our community.
3. Develop an annual meeting of community leaders in the recreation field to assess, plan, coordinate, and support the coordination and expansion of recreational opportunities in Springfield.   
4. Ensure that recreation areas continue to be available in North Springfield.
5. Develop new recreational opportunities for Springfield residents.
6.   Develop a fund for maintaining and expanding the Town's recreational resources, through revenue from  capital reinvestment (timber sales), private donations, and grant funds.
7.   Include recreational facilities in capital budget and programming planning.
8.   Encourage and expand the use of recreational facilities, Class IV roads, and legal trails for recreation through outreach and education.
9.   Improve access and use of parks, town forest lands, and rivers in accordance with the Natural Resources chapter of this Plan.
10.  Support the development of festivals and distance races within the community.
11. Work with neighborhoods to improve recreational opportunities at the neighborhood level.
12. Strive to facilitate plans, where appropriate, forReview the recreational opportunities proposed in the Downtown Master Plan, Town Strategic Plan, and the East Central Vermont Area Consortium, What We Want report and develop strategies to implement them..
Objectives
1. Encourage private efforts within the community to maintain and improve the appearance and condition of recreational facilities. 
2. Identify a major community service project annually to improve the appearance and condition of one of the Springfield’s recreational facilities.  
3. Support the development of new recreational opportunities for Springfield residents.
4. Map all large parks and produce a trail map for the town parks and forests, and enhance their pedestrian connectivity to each other, and also to the new Muckross State Park
5. Develop criteria for the Selectboard to consider when contemplating the conversion of vacant land or accepting the donations of land for parks.
6. Improve access to and use of the Black River.
· Continue maintenance of the Toonerville Trail along the Black River and plan to extend the Trail to Bridge Street.
· Promote scenic opportunities offered by the river within the Town center by focusing on the river as an important amenity.
7. Educate local citizens about Class IV town roads and legal trails and their value for recreational activities, including snowmobile and hiking trails.
89. Finish the Ancient Road work and mMap and protect the Class IV town roads and trails that have some recreational value from being thrown up and deeded back to abutting landowners, and promote the recreational opportunities currently available to the public along these routes.
9. Through land-use planning and regulation, maintain and encourage the linkage that Class IV roads provide between hiking, cross-country skiing, and snowmobile trails.
10. Investigate the feasibility of conserving the Crown Point Road through easements or acquisition in order to preserve this important historic resource.
11.  Review zoning regulations to minimize obstacles to neighborhood recreational projects such as community gardens and playgrounds while maintaining or improving the character of the neighborhoods.
