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 Energy Committee Minutes: April 21, 2016
Present: Walter Martone, Dave Yesman, Char Osterlund, George McNaughton, Steven Clay Young, Jim Ball

The meeting was called to order at 6:32 by Char.

1.   Additions to the agenda: no additions
2. Secretary’s report:  It was moved by Dave and seconded by Walter to approve March 17 minutes as presented. Motion passed unanimously.
3. Old Business:
a. Boy Scouts: Bruce Czwakiel, the local Boy Scout troop leader, was present along with troop members. A discussion followed re. ways that the Boy Scouts could assist the town of Springfield meet the energy objectives put forth in the town plan. Projects involving site locations, elderly assistance, walking and bicycling routes, bus transportation, store front use and solar array camouflage were discussed. Bruce said he would meet with his scouts and get back to Char.
b. Future Efficiency Vermont workshops: George contacted RVTC . We could have a workshop there in the fall at a cost of $5/person for coffee and light food. Dave talked to Peter T. at Bibens, and in the past they have included flyers in their billing envelope. Char said we had received an email from Paul Markowitz of Efficiency VT. asking for our help in advertising a workshop concerning Vermont Energy Codes for contractors saying that such a workshop had been scheduled at LaValleys in Claremont, NH from 9-12 on 4/27. A discussion followed and it was decided that the workshop was at the wrong time and in the wrong place and that we should schedule one in Springfield in the fall. Char will nicely convey this message to Paul. 
c. Net metering:  Char and Walter reported on a net metering and renewable energy discussion that was taking place in Montpelier. George spoke to the necessity of specifics in the town plan vs. “fluff “ and a discussion followed as to whether the energy chapter should be adopted at this time given the confusing nature of state discussions concerning net metering and S. 230. It was decided to put the plan forward for adoption and to amend as necessary after Montpelier made some decisions.
d. LED light proposal: tabled until May 19
e. S.230 discussion continued: combined with “c” above.
f. Appointments: A quick review followed concerning the staggering of committee membership terms.
g. Implementation Plan continued: The implementation plan was discussed (goal 2) and it was decided that SRDC and SOM should be responsible for reviewing potential projects and connecting project participants with available grants for energy conservation, renewables, etc. Char said she would contact SOM and Walter would contact SRDC to be sure that this practice was implemented.
4. New Business:
a. Who does what in town re energy conservation, etc.: tabled until May 19
b. Community solar arrays: Char looked into a plan for buying into a community solar array (CSA) and said she and her husband might save $70 a year in electricity costs by buying into a CSA. CSA’s are a way for people to buy into solar power who do not have the correct physical components on their property to do so.
Adjournment: Moved and seconded (Dave/Walter to adjourn.  Adjournment at 7:58PM.

Submitted by Jim Ball
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