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 Energy Committee Minutes: August 18, 2016

Present: Mike Knoras, Dave Yesman, George McNaughton, Char Osterlund, Jim Ball, Lew Baldvins (guest)
Absent: Frank Gould, Steve Clay-Young, Walter Martone and Lew Baldvins (guest)

Char called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM. 

1. Additions to the agenda: FACEBOOK, George; Lumens for Less, Mike; other resources, Char

2. Secretary’s Report: Dave moved to accept the July minutes as presented, seconded by Mike and the minutes were approved.

3. Old business:
a. Request re: Lew Baldvins: Char informed us that Donna Hall sent Lew a form requesting information from Lew Baldvins, and that his appointment as an advisor to the energy committee will go before the BOS.
b. 87 Chester Road: Mike Knoras reported on Lew’s behalf. Mike told the committee that 87 Chester Road had the potential of producing 100 KW of power if a solar array was constructed there but the power lines passing through the property could be a problem and there would be an expense for removing brush and trash. Mike went on to say that Lew Baldvins felt that solar arrays erected on the super fund site and on the town aquifer could provide sufficient power for all of the town buildings. As Lew wasn’t in attendance further discussion on this matter and on LED lighting in town buildings was tabled until the next meeting (moved by George/seconded by Dave; passed unanimously
c. LED light proposal: motion to table (George/Dave) since Lew B. not present. Motion passed.
d. Criteria for siting of solar arrays: George presented to the board 'Criteria for Siting Solar Arrays,’ a listing of criteria that contractors or land owners needed to meet in order to erect solar arrays in the town of Springfield. The list included technical, aesthetic, environmental and future use descriptors along with a description of a preferred site. The board spent considerable time reviewing/editing the criteria. The resulting list will be sent to the town manager, the select board, planning commission, the Public Service Board, and the SWCRPC.
4. New Business: 
a. Seaver Brook: Jim Ball presented to the board his findings re. Seaver Brook as a hydroelectric site. Jim reported that the brook flowing through a natural gorge could easily be developed into a high head hydroelectric site complete with a dam and spillways, but that after consulting with a local civil engineer he was told that hydro dams hadn’t been constructed in VT since the 1960’s over concern for silt build up, fish movement and water temperature increases. Jim had researched potential for a low head site but that water flow during dry months and the approximate 100’ in elevation gain made that plan unreasonable. He was going to consult with the State Department of Renewable Energy and report at the next meeting.
b. Solar wall product/other resources including GoVT: Char shared some information she has received from different energy entities. She will pursue GoVT by writing a letter of application.
c. Lumens for Less:   This outfit sent emails to all members of the committee. Mike Knoras motioned/seconded by George, that we invite a person from this outfit to be our guest at the next meeting. Motion passed. Mike will take the lead on this.
d. Energy Committee FaceBook page:  George mistakenly made it a group and is in the process of changing it to a page. Committee members should sign onto it and like it to become administrators.
Mike moved/Dave seconded that we adjourn. Motion passed. The meeting was adjourned at 7:56.   
Respectfully submitted, Jim Ball, secretary
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