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 Energy Committee Minutes: June 16, 2016
Present: Steve Clay Young, Walter Martone, Mike Knoras, Dave Yesman, George McNaughton, Char Osterlund, Jim Ball
Absent: Frank Gould

Char called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM. 

1. Additions to the agenda: no additions 

2. Secretary’s Report: Mike Knoras moved to accept the May minutes as written, seconded by Dave and the minutes were approved.

3. Old business:
a. LED light proposal: Mike Knoras explained that the airport had replaced all of their light fixtures at a cost of $4200 and that Efficiency VT and given them a $1300 rebate for the work. Both Mike and Walter explained that the light produced by the LED tubes was very acceptable. Mike went on to explain that he had found a source for 4’ Led tubes at $8.99 each and that if over 100 bulbs are purchased the price drops to $7.99.  Mike went on to say that Chris Greenwood at Efficiency Vermont assured him that each bulb purchased that was certified would earn a $5 rebate from EV. Discussion followed concerning a collaborative purchase including the town of Springfield, Springfield schools and Springfield Hospital. Steve moved and George seconded a motion that we make a proposal to the select board for the town to purchase sufficient LED tubes to light the community room at the Springfield police building so that all parties can experience the light produced. The motion passed unanimously. Mike said that he would write a proposal that would include installment and disposal costs.
b. PSB re CPG: Char sent an email to the town manager and the respective chairs of the board of selectmen and the planning commission requesting the energy committee be kept in the information loop when the Public Service Board/certificates of public goods are involved. The town manager replied that he would do so. Dave volunteered to contact the USDA to ensure that all energy proposals be sent to the energy committee.
c. SOM: Char talked to the board about her recent conversation with Carol Lighthall of Springfield on the Move. See attachment of main points discussed.
4. New Business: 
a. 87 Chester Rd.: Lew Baldvins has visited the site, made observations about surroundings, and will re-visit the site to scan it into the meter. Mike moved and Dave seconded a motion that the energy committee recommend that Lew Baldvins be appointed by the select board as an advisor to the energy committee. The motion passed. It was later on that it was decided to invite Lew to our next meeting for the discussion on 87 Chester Rd. There was some discussion about having solar arrays at the gateways to town. We have two already, and if 87 Chester Rd. becomes a solar site as well, then we would have 3.
b. future plans: 
i. George talked to the board about the Basin 10 Plan which proposes to destroy all hydro dams in the state Basin 10 area that aren’t in service. This produced concern re. the one inactive dam in Springfield and also the environmental vs. energy impacts. George will email the link to all committee members so that we can discuss this plan at our July meeting. 
ii. Char mentioned that if the energy committee wants to have input concerning the citing of solar arrays, then we should develop a set of criteria so that we can be consistent.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:43
Respectfully submitted,
Jim Ball
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