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 Energy Committee Minutes: March 17, 2016
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 PM by Char Osterlund.

Present: Char Osterlund, Steve Clay-Young, Dave Yesman, Walter Martone, George McNaughton, Jim Ball, Frank Gould and Mike Knoras.

1.  Additions to the agenda: Two items were added to the agenda under 4. New Business:
a. S.230 (Walter) 
b. who does what in town re: energy

2.  Secretary’s report:  It was moved by Dave and seconded by Mike to approve February 18 minutes as presented. Motion passed unanimous.
3. Old Business:
a. Update on future Efficiency Vermont workshops: Dave and George still need to make their contacts 
b. Net metering: some discussion about increasing the subsidy for roof top solar projects per new statute. Walter and Char will check this out. 
c. Updates on boy scout project ideas: It was decided to invite the boy scouts to the April meeting. Possible projects might include: assisting the elderly in preparing homes for winter; discussion with school faculties re. global climate change; increasing the use of public transportation; promoting the use of bicycles; camouflaging solar arrays; generating data to promote energy efficiency; doing an inventory on business lighting; determining appropriate solar sites; Discouraging idling vehicles at recycle and McD’s. Frank said he would help in contacting Bruce Czwakiel, the scout leader re. April’s meeting.
d. EV charging station: Walter reported re. payments at the vehicle recharging station. Basically, credit cards cannot be used yet and that a posted phone # led to several payment options. Several committee members reported seeing the site being used.
e. LED light proposal: Mike is working on a project where he hopes Efficiency VT. will assist Springfield convert all of the lighting in town buildings to T-8 LED fluorescents as a pilot project. He reported that the bulbs fit into a conventional light fixture and that the bulbs cost $25 each. He said that his research will include installing several bulbs to ensure that the light is acceptable. Dave moved and George seconded a motion that Mike continue with his research and report back to the committee in a timely fashion. The motion passed unanimously. Char will give Tom Yennerell the heads up about this.
f. Appointments: Char and Mike were reappointed to the committee. Frank and Steve will also stay on the committee. Walter reported that he will continue to check into committee member terms to ensure that turnover in the committee will be gradual.
g. Facebook: Mike Knoras made, seconded by Walter, that George launch the energy committee Facebook page. He displayed the banner page and explained to members how they could join. Motion passed 8-0.
h. Implementation Plan Continued: the committee looked at goals and objectives. One objective concerning the bike bath is at the town level and a plan is in the works to extend a path to Rte. 106. The committee looked at objectives related to the goal of converting from fossil to renewable fuels and identified key players. 
 
4. New Business:
a. S.230: Walter reported on S 230. As a result of this report, Mike moved, and Walter seconded, a motion that If any town official receives a notice from the Public Service Board regarding a Certificate of Public Good (CPG) then the energy committee must be notified. It was decided to look at S.230 again at our next meeting.
b. Who does what in town concerning energy conservation, etc.: tabled until next meeting


Adjournment:  It was moved by Dave and seconded by Jim to adjourn the meeting at 7:55 PM. Motion passed unanimously.
Respectfully submitted,
Jim Ball
March 18, 2016
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