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 Energy Committee Minutes: November 17, 2016
The meeting was called to order at 6:37 PM by Char Osterlund.

Present: Char Osterlund, Dave Yesman, Walter Martone, Frank Gould, Hallie Whitcomb, and Mike Knoras.

Absent:  Steve Clay-Young, George McNaughton, Lew Baldvins, Jim Ball, 

1.  Additions to the agenda:  None.

2.  Secretary’s report:  It was moved by Dave and seconded by Mike to approve the minutes as amended. Motion passed unanimous. Proposed amendments included –
· 3.b. Walter recommended that additional language be added to the end as follows – The specific language adopted by the committee was “In anticipation of the update to the Basin 10 plan that is currently under development, any recommendations for the removal of unused and obsolete dams should include an evaluation for replacing them with modern, environmentally friendly hydroelectric facilities. Known impacts on the environment should be balanced with the potential for the creation of renewable energy. This assessment should be conducted with participation of the local jurisdiction including local energy committees, and should take into consideration the goals of the State’s comprehensive energy plan. We also encourage the development of new, environmentally friendly hydroelectric facilities.”
· 4.a. Char recommended that the following additional language be added after the line that ends with “…the importance of communication.” The additional wording is as follows – “There was also discussion regarding the concern that communication is generally considered an administrative function and not something that would be appropriate to be included as an energy related objective or stated as a policy in the town plan.” The last sentence would remain as stated in the minutes.
3.a. GoVermont: 1st activity; next:
Char reported that the Energy Committee will receive $500 once they complete certain activities that are intended to advertise the programs of GoVermont. The first activity that is now completed, was to have an information table at the Town’s recent community meeting about the preliminary Downtown Streetscape Plan. To receive the money, additional activities will have to be planned. Char recommended that the committee consider using the list of activities developed by the Town of Hartland as part of its GoVermont project. A copy of the Hartland list was included with the other materials e-mailed to the committee members in preparation for today’s meeting. Some committee members raised concern that the list seemed to require a great deal of work and that maybe the project should be canceled. Char noted that many of the tasks are already underway by herself and George. Hallie pointed out that more efficient transportation choices is something that the committee should devote effort to promoting. Transportation is one of the major consumers of energy. Motion by Walter and seconded by Mike to invite a representative from the Current (transit agency) to explain in detail the various services offered by the Current. Motion passed unanimous. Walter offered to contact the Regional Planning Commission  and Senior Solutions to see what information they have about the programs offered by the Current.
3.b.  Chapter 9: 
The committee did a line-by-line review of the revised Chapter 9 of the Town Plan that was previously submitted by George. The Planning Commission had sent this chapter back to the Energy Committee and specifically requested that solar siting and information on hydroelectric be addressed. The following are the comments of the committee on various sections:
· Page 3 – It was noted that the solar siting criteria, previously adopted by the committee, has been added in its entirety.  Hallie raised concern over how a “public viewshed” (2.c.) would be determined. She also noted that there could be situations and locations where it would be appropriate to site a solar array on agricultural land (3.d.). In 2.c.iii. After discussion it was moved by Dave and seconded by Char to change the 100 foot buffer to 50 foot buffer. Motion passed with one no vote (Mike). 
· Page 4 – In the section titled Hydro-Electric the following changes were made. First sentence the words “favored mode” was replace with “clean source”.  Second sentence was deleted because there were no know instances where this occurred in Springfield. Third sentence the word “favored” was replaced with “ considered.” First sentence in the next paragraph the word “favored” was deleted. It was noted that the wording in this section allows for the consideration of creating new dams for hydroelectric.
· Page 6 – It was noted that the Planning Commission requested that the chapter state the intent of the town to qualify for substantial deference in the siting of alternative energy installations. In the section titled “Changing Legislative Standards,” starting with the 3rd sentence and continuing to the end of the paragraph, the committee decided to simplify the language by replacing this language with the following – “It is the intent of the Town of Springfield to pursue creating a plan that meets the standards for substantial deference.”
· Page 8 – After discussion about ways to include wording that would help the committee accomplish its job, it was decided to combine the intent from Objectives 33 and 34 and replace them with a single Objective 33 worded as follows – “Work with the town on any proposed energy project or energy audit in the town.” Objective 35 would be renumbered to Objective 34.
4.a.  Regional Planning Commission (RPC) Update:
Walter reported that at the last RPC meeting there were two items discussed that would be of interest to the Energy Committee.
· Marie Levesque Caduto, Watershed Coordinator with the Vermont Department of Environmental Conservation gave a presentation on the update of the Basin 10 Plan, which is currently in process and will likely take about six months to complete. When questioned about concerns from the Energy Committee about removing dams that serviced hydroelectric facilities that are no longer operating, she indicated that the Department would be willing to work with municipalities to ensure that viable hydro facilities are not eliminated. She also expressed a strong desire to work with municipalities on the Plan update and encouraged input.
· The Act 174 Regional and Municipal Energy Planning Standards have been released and the RPC is actively working on its plan to ensure that it qualifies the RPC for “substantial deference.” They also intend to provide the information and analysis to enable municipal plans to also qualify their jurisdictions for “substantial deference.” They have received funding to work in detail with up to three jurisdictions on their individual plans. Some of the detailed criteria and requirements were explained. The plans will have to be very specific and detailed in order to meet the standards set forth by the Public Service Board.
4.b.  Conferences:
Char will be attending the Vermont Energy and Climate Action Network (VECAN) conference in Lake Morey on December 3rd. On December 8th in Springfield Town Hall, the RPC will be holding a meeting to review in greater detail the Act 174 Regional and Municipal Energy Planning Standards to qualify for substantial deference.

Adjournment:  It was moved by Dave and seconded by Mike to adjourn the meeting at 8:15 PM. Motion passed unanimously.
Next meeting: It was decided to cancel the December meeting.
Respectfully submitted,
Walter Martone
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