Town of Springfield – Cemetery Commissioners
Minutes
Selectmen’s Hall - 96 Main Street - Third Floor

Wednesday, July 6, 2016
Commissioners present:  Scott Page, Ronald Griffin, John Swanson, Hugh Putnam, Gerald Patch and Barbara A. Courchesne, Ex-Officio.

The meeting was called to order at 5:05 p.m. by Chairman Page.
Additions to the Agenda:  5a-Oakland Tomb Roof; 6a-Summer Hill; 6b-Charles Merchant and 6c-Summer Hill Mowing and State Funds.
Public Comment:
No public present.
Approval of Minutes:  John Swanson motioned and Hugh Putnam seconded to approve Minutes dated June 1, 2016; all in favor.

Oakland Flag Pole/Tomb Update:  Gerry reported that the pole has been painted, ball sanded blasted and painted and rope attached.  Public works will put pole back up in its pedestal.   Scott will look into solar light for the flag.  Public works has assured that a metal roof will be put on the tomb.
Tribute Artistry Update:  In response to the Commissioners’ letter, Aaron Fitzherbert has poured a foundation under the Mitchell stone in Oakland in accordance with the cemetery rules and regulations. Scott has inspected the foundation and reports that although it’s fixed, it doesn’t look deep and will hopefully survive the winter.  
Summer Hill/Charles Merchant/Summer Hill Mowing and State Funds:  Jerry has been working with VFW on getting replacement veteran markers.  John reports that there is an undermining issue with recent rain/water damage, the middle road has a 4x7 pot hole with tar around it cracking and another hole is emerging and may damage a car tire.  Road needs orange cone or the gate to re-route traffic.  The raised bed sites haven’t been maintained recently, especially disappointing that they weren’t looking good for Memorial Day when there are many visitors to the Summer Hill looking for ancestors.  Hugh mentioned that the Dressel lot needs flowers. Maybe Garden Club would be interested.  Scott will mention pot hole and mowing to Jeff.  Ron talking with State Representatives about historical value of Hartness House and the Summer Hill cemetery and need for funds.  Hugh mentioned that Summer Hill holds a lot of history for the community and it needs to be honored.  Jerry will set up another meeting with Charles Merchant regarding stone repair education in Summer Hill.
Adjournment:  John Swanson motioned and Ronald Griffin seconded to adjourn at 6:00 p.m.; all in favor.
Respectfully submitted, 
Barbara A. Courchesne
Cemetery Commissioner, Ex-Officio
Next Meeting is Wednesday, August 3, 2016 at which Minutes will be considered for approval.
