Town of Springfield – Cemetery Commissioners
Selectmen’s Hall - 96 Main Street - Third Floor

Thursday, June 26, 2014
Commissioners present:  Ronald Griffin, Scott Page, Gerald Patch, Hugh Putnam, John Swanson and Barbara A. Courchesne, Ex-Officio.

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 PM by Chairman, Scott Page.

Approval of May 22, 2014, Minutes:  Motion made by Gerald Patch to approve the Minutes as presented.  Motion seconded by Hugh Putnam. No discussion.  All voted in favor.
Cemetery Update:  
Summer Hill Trees:  All members have visited the tree site.  Independently, Commissioners have been contacted by a Selectman and by community members with opposing solutions to the issue of whether or not to cut the two extremely tall pine trees at the entrance to the cemetery which are damaging the 1888 vault/shed. Hugh Putnam presented photographs for review and suggested that a way to appease all might be to take down the tree on the left, which is leaning on the vault, and limb up the tree on the right.  If the trees were to fall, damage would be devastating to the cemetery markers.  Once the tree issue is dealt with, then becomes the issue of the depreciating condition of the 1888 vault.  There are other roofs on vaults in other cemeteries that need repair as well.  There have been small improvements over the years, but nothing major. The Commissioners agreed that a professional opinion was warranted regarding the Summer Hill trees.
Jeff Strong and Steve Knapp were unable to attend this meeting but did provide a list of potential projects, which the Commission reviewed and discussed.

It was agreed to have a recommendation ready for the next Selectmen’s meeting on July 14th. Scott Page will check will Trees, Inc. for a professional recommendation, possible bid, license and insurance coverage.  The Commission agreed to have Chairman, Scott Page sign a letter from the Commission to the Selectboard containing its recommendation that the trees taken down in accordance with the professional opinion.
The tree situation which has led to mold at the Gill Walker Cemetery was discussed.
Land Purchase Update:  Scott informed the Commissioners that the Assembly of God is willing to move forward on discussions to purchase land behind Section C and Ca in the Oakland Cemetery.  The Church owned property is an “L” shape that goes up and to the left.  Scott roughly figured that a 30’ strip of land which currently boarders Oakland Cemetery would yield approximately 250 grave lots with 2 roads after trees were removed and stumping had been done.  Hugh suggested there is potentially enough pine to be logged.  A Bulldozer is needed to do stumping. Improvements to the tiers would be needed.  Scott said that the Russian Church has been buying back its unused grave sites, the Town owns 9 of these lots but access is closed off.  Access could be obtained by creating a “U” shaped road in/out off of Assembly of God’s road.  Hugh said that this would be a couple hundred thousand dollars and would need to go before the voters eventually.  A survey is needed – Chris Paton did the Assembly of God.  Bids for work are needed.  For now Scott will arrange a meeting with the Cemetery Commission and the Assembly of God.
Review Cemetery Rules and Regulations:  The current burial rates were reviewed by the Commissioners and discussion ensued regarding bringing Springfield’s burial rates in line with the rates being charged by the surrounding towns and adding a rate differential between weekday and weekend cremation burials, where currently there is not one.
Motion:  Motion made by John Swanson to raise the fee on urn burials done on Saturday and Sunday from $150.00 to $250.00.  Hugh Putnam seconded. No discussion. All voted in favor.

Discussion ensued regarding that sexton’s services and compensation of a minimum of 3 overtime hours for each burial and the often necessity that he remain at the cemetery 4 to 5 hours waiting for families to leave, which is costly.

Ron Griffin will stick to the routine and continue to mow Boedtker cemetery with the town providing gas.  Steve Knapp continues to mow Gill Walker and he mows Parker Hill once a year.
Motion: Motion made by John Swanson to raise the full burial fee on the weekend from $500.00 to $600.00. Hugh Putnam seconded. No discussion.  All voted in favor.
Motion: Motion made by John Swanson to amend his earlier Motion to be amended as follows: To add stillborns and babies to cremation burials and that all three be $150.00 during the week and $250.00 on weekends. Hugh Putnam seconded. No discussion. All voted in favor.

Town Clerk will start the process for amending the Rules and Regulations to accommodate the revised fees and have the process ready to go at the next meeting. Discussion ensued regarding other services.

Review of Draft Rules of Procedure:  Town Clerk, Barbara Courchesne presented the proposed Rules of Procedure.  At the suggestion of Sarah Jarvis, Esq. of Vermont League of Cities and Towns, Barbara modified the League’s boiler plate Rules of Procedure to fit the Cemetery Commission. Discussion ensued regarding the proposed rules.
Motion:  Motion made by Hugh Putnam to adopt the Rules of Procedure as presented by the Town Clerk and as further amended by the Cemetery Commission.  Gerald Patch seconded.  No Discussion.  All voted in favor.

Other Business:  Scott Page asked for the Cemetery Commissioner’s input on an individual that wants to put a bench at the end of a row of his family’s lots along with two 3’ tall flower urns.  Discussion ensued regarding maintenance and uniformity of Sections A & J. It was discussed that the bench be put in line with the existing headstones on the first lot away from the road.  The Commission agreed that a written letter of explanation be sent.
Adjournment:  The next meeting was set for Wednesday, September 17th at 5:00 PM in the Selectmen’s Meeting Hall. 
Motion:  Motion was made by Scott Page at 6:45 PM to adjourn. Motion seconded by Hugh Putnam. No discussion.  All voted in favor.
Respectfully submitted, 

Barbara A. Courchesne

Cemetery Commissioner, Ex-Officio
