Town of Springfield – Cemetery Commissioners
Selectmen’s Hall - 96 Main Street - Third Floor

Thursday, May 22, 2014
Commissioners present:  Ronald Griffin, Hugh Putnam, Gerald Patch and Barbara A. Courchesne, Ex-Officio.

The meeting was called to order at 5:14 PM by Barbara A. Courchesne.

Changes to the Agenda:    Barbara requested that Rules of Procedure be added to the Agenda under “Other Business”.
Approval of October 3, 2013, Minutes:  Motion made by Hugh to accept the Minutes as presented.  Motion seconded by Ron. No discussion.  All those present were in favor.
Cemetery Update:  Hugh checked on the three big cemeteries and reported that improvements have been made, with regards to the smaller projects, in accordance with the list presented to the Sexton last year.  It was noted that the Sexton works alone and Ron offered to mow Pleasant Valley and the Putnam Cemetery if he were provided gas.  Hugh will talk with Public Works Director, Jeff Strong regarding Ron’s offer as well as extending an invitation to the Sexton, Steve Knapp to either attend Cemetery Commissioner meetings and/or provide the Commission with a list of repairs he would like to see happen in the town cemeteries, since he is there frequently. The June 2013 review of cemeteries needs to be updated.  Hugh noted that there are unreadable stones in the cemeteries on Fairbanks Road and Eureka Road and that there are fallen stones that are 400 to 500 lbs.  Discussion ensued regarding creating a list of things to be done by Boy Scouts and/or by high school students seeking community service fulfilment.  Discussion also ensued regarding possibly raising a volunteer work crew and fundraising for supplies and materials.  Hugh will contact Charles Marchant regarding the training he offers.
Land Purchase Update:  Scott was not present to report.  Any land that would be purchased would also incur prepping expenses i.e. stumping, et cetera to get land ready for burials.  Hugh reported that there are complaints about flooding in Pine Grove.  In order to divert water from the cemetery it would be redirected to Brenda Richardson’s property and this doesn’t appear to be a feasible option. Discussion ensued regarding seeking available land in town and being ready to provide a presentation to Budget Committee and Selectboard in time for next year’s budget hearings.

Review Cemetery Rules and Regulations:  Scott was not present to discuss.
Other Business:  Barbara passed out VLCT recommended Selectboard Rules of Procedure to be modified for the Cemetery Commission’s use and adoption.  Barbara suggested that an organizational meeting be held each year following Town Meetings, that a Chair and Vice Chair be elected each year, Town Clerk provide Minutes, that the Commission meet on a pre-designated number of times per year and that a submission be provided for the Town’s Annual Report each year.  Hugh suggested that a report be made annually to the Selectboard and that the Commission meet 6 times a year.  Barbara asked for board members input and will provide a “draft work-in-progress” of the Rules of Procedure for the next meeting. Barbara also read Town Attorney’s 2001 Opinion regarding the powers and duties of the Cemetery Commissioners.
Adjournment:  The next meeting was set for Thursday, June 26th at 5:00 PM in the Selectmen’s Meeting Hall. Motion was made by Hugh at 6:35 PM to adjourn. Motion seconded by Barbara. No discussion.  All those present were in favor.

Respectfully submitted, 

Barbara A. Courchesne

Cemetery Commissioner, Ex-Officio

