Minutes

Town of Springfield – Cemetery Commissioners
Selectmen’s Hall – 96 Main Street – Third Floor

Public Hearing/Second Review – Thursday, October 2, 2014
For the purpose of receiving comments and public input concerning proposed Cemetery Rate changes and procedure for future rate adjustments.

Commissioners present:  Gerald Patch, Hugh Putnam, John Swanson, Scott Page and Barbara A. Courchesne, Ex-Officio
At 5:00 PM the Public Hearing was opened by Chairman Scott Page.  David Yesman was in attendance as a public citizen. Chairman Page asked if there was a question from the public and Mr. Yesman asked if the rates were a significant bump, did it cover our costs, and was there anything in the proposed ordinance regarding the purchase of land?  Chairman Page responded that the rate change was not significant and in line or below what surrounding cemeteries charge, that the rate changes did cover costs and finally, that the purchase of land was a separate issue not covered by this ordinance change.
Motion was made and then seconded by Hugh Putnam to close the Public Hearing at 5:05 PM.  No discussion.  All voted in favor.

*******************************************************************************************************************
Minutes
Town of Springfield – Cemetery Commissioners
Selectmen’s Hall - 96 Main Street - Third Floor
Regular Meeting -Thursday, October 2, 2014
Commissioners present:  Gerald Patch, Hugh Putnam, John Swanson, Scott Page and Barbara A. Courchesne, Ex-Officio.

The meeting was called to order at 5:05 PM by Chairman Scott Page.
Changes to the Agenda:   None.  
Approval of September 17, 2014, Minutes:  
Motion made by John Swanson to approve the Minutes as presented.  Motion seconded by Gerald Patch. No discussion.  All voted in favor.
Second Review of proposed Cemetery Rate Increases: 

Motion made by Hugh Putnam that the cemetery rate changes be accepted/adopted as approved at the first and second review of the proposed ordinance.  Motion seconded by Scott Page. No discussion.  All voted in favor. 

Ex-Officio Barbara Courchesne explained that the ordinance will be signed by Steve Ankuda, published, and will take effect 60 days from today’s date unless a petition in opposition is filed by 5% of the voters.

Cemetery Update:  
Trees in Russian portion of Oakland:  Mr. Petraska requested trees be cut at the last meeting and Hugh Putnam suggested a field trip of the Commission to visit the cemetery and look the situation over because it’s a bigger picture than presented at last meeting.  Scott will contact Jeff Strong and Steve Knapp regarding a field trip and to see what is left in the budget for this year and can be squeezed out for next year and put something in front of the Budget Advisory Committee.  Chairman Page stated that he would leave the tree cutting quoting to Jeff Strong since he has better contact and estimates with Trees Incorporated.
Hugh Putnam discussed that at some point the roof in Oakland needs to be addressed as well as vault damage.  Also that we need a vehicle to handle donated money, fundraising and put together something like the library and create Friends of the Cemetery.  Ex-Officio Barbara Courchesne will check with Secretary of State’s Office and VLCT regarding how to set up and handle such a vehicle.  Chairman Page will speak with Weathersfield Commissioner Mike Stankevich.
Other Business:  David Yesman raised the issue of having a proposal for the purchase of land go before the Budget Advisory Committee.  Chairman Page discussed that the Commission has been talking with the Assembly of God and they are willing to enter negotiations to sell a portion of land and that it has been estimated that 40-50 feet in from the back stone wall of Oakland into their property and then approximately 900 feet along their property, then that would give us roughly 250 graves. Two roads would be needed to make a horseshoe drive. Hugh Putnam brought up that there are many other related costs to the project and would possibly be an amount high too high to incorporate into a budget but rather require a bond vote.  This project may need to be done in pieces.  Chairman Page stated that Pine Grove has approximately 200 graves left and ¾ hasn’t yet been surveyed or pinned. John Swanson requested that the map be brought on their field trip to Oakland so they could review this project as well.
Adjournment: 

Motion: Motion made by John Swanson and seconded by Hugh Putnam to adjourn at 5:30 PM. No discussion.  All voted in favor.
Unless a special meeting is necessary over the winter, the Cemetery Commission will recess until after Town Meeting and will meet on Thursday, March 19, 2015 at 5:00 PM for its organizational meeting.

Respectfully submitted, 
Barbara A. Courchesne

Cemetery Commissioner, Ex-Officio
