Town of Springfield – Cemetery Commissioners
Selectmen’s Hall - 96 Main Street - Third Floor

Wednesday, September 17, 2014
Commissioners present:  Gerald Patch, Hugh Putnam, John Swanson and Barbara A. Courchesne, Ex-Officio.

The meeting was called to order at 5:05 PM by appointed Chair, Hugh Putnam.
Changes to the Agenda:  The Commission unanimously agreed to change the Agenda to include Mr. Petraska to address the Commission regarding dead and threatening trees in the Russian section of the Oakland Cemetery prior to the approval of minutes.  There are 3 or 4 pine trees near the Dyshlevich grave which are at risk to fall on top of grave stones. Mr. Petraska passed around pictures and asked what the Town’s liability would be should they fall on top of graves. It was discussed that these trees, just like the ones that were recently taken down in Summer Hill, would need to be limbed and cut down in pieces.  A tree recently fell in the Catholic part of the cemetery and fortunately fell on the driveway.  Hugh will talk with the Town Manager and Scott to see if there is money left in the budget and then the Commission can advise the Select Board.  The Commission will keep this issue on the next Agenda.
Approval of June 26, 2014 Minutes:  
Motion:  Motion made by John Swanson to approve the Minutes as presented.  Motion seconded by Gerald Patch. No discussion.  All voted in favor.
Introduction-First Review of proposed Cemetery Rate Increases: Commission discussed the appropriateness of the rate changes and the procedural change for future rate increases proposed in the Ordinance change. 

Motion:  Motion made by John Swanson and to accept the proposed cemetery rates and the procedure for setting future rate increases as set forth in the proposed Ordinance to be presented at a public hearing. Motion seconded by Gerald Patch. No discussion.  All voted in favor.

Motion:  Motion made by Gerald Patch to hold a Public Hearing and Second Review of the Cemetery Rate Increases on October 2, 2014 at 5:00 P.M. in the Selectmen’s Hall at 96 Main Street.  No discussion. Motion seconded by John Swanson. No discussion.  All voted in favor.
Cemetery Update:  
Summer Hill:  Trees were removed.  Vault needs to be sealed/repaired. 
Repairs are needed to cemetery buildings along with other maintenance issues for all the cemeteries.  Hugh will recommend an increase of the cemetery budget to the Select Board’s Budget Advisory Commission.  Discussion took place regarding the need for the Cemetery Commission at some point to come up with numbers for purchase/clearing/road construction of land and to advise the Select Board of these costs. Commission discussed the success of the 250th cemetery walk and maybe that could be redone to raise some funds for a cemetery project.
Rules of Procedure:  Were signed by the three Commissioners present.  The Rules and Regulations will be signed by the Commission each year following Town Meeting.
Other Business:  Scott Page was not present to discuss the Bishop bench.

Adjournment: 

Motion: Motion made by John Swanson and seconded by Gerry Patch to adjourn. No discussion.  All voted in favor.
The next meeting will be a Public Meeting and Second Review of the Cemetery Rates to be held on Thursday, October 2, 2014 at 5:00 PM in the Selectmen’s Hall at 96 Main Street.
Respectfully submitted, 
Barbara A. Courchesne

Cemetery Commissioner, Ex-Officio
