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 Energy Committee Minutes: December 17, 2015
The meeting was called to order at 6: 38 PM by Char.

Present: Char Osterlund, George McNaughton, Dave Yesman, Steve Clay-Young, Walter Martone, Mike Knoras and Jim Ball 
Additions to the agenda: Mike Knoras added hydro power to the agenda under new business 

Secretary’s Report: Dave motioned, George seconded that the November minutes be approved as written. All accepted.

Old Business: 
a. Efficiency Vermont (EV) workshop: Dave reported that he had been in touch with Efficiency Vermont and that the month of January seemed to be an appropriate time to hold a workshop for building contractors re. energy code requirements. A date for the workshop would be set shortly.
b. Budget request:  George reported that the town budget presently includes $3500 for facilitating new energy saving projects. The committee seemed pleased with this decision.
c. Resolution to select board about solar site maintenance: Walter reported that the select board is now well aware of the energy committee's concern re. the maintenance of solar arrays. This concern arose after the array at the junction of Route's 106 and 10 became overgrown with weeds etc. He explained that continued monitoring of an array by the town following its construction is often challenging. Walter then informed the committee that a new 500 KW array is planned for 23 School St. in North Springfield and he passed out the impressive design for this array. A brief discussion followed re. the array constructed at the state prison and also the one by H.B. Energy Solutions. The town has intervener status which means that the town has input into the Public Service Board when such sites are being considered that the PSB must consider and respond to.
d. Chapter 9 review:  The committee then spent considerable time reviewing Chapter 9 of the town plan so that it could be forwarded to the Planning Commission for its January 6th meeting. Char will get a copy to the energy and planning committees. 
e. Status of energy projects in the library:  Dave reported that next year's town budget now includes $99,000 for energy upgrades at the library. This breaks down into $15,000 for insulation; $80,000 for one new hot water boiler and the conversion from steam to hot water and $4000 for security lighting. The committee expressed concern as to the removal of the underground oil tank, was the new boiler going to be oil or propane and did the $80,000 mean that the whole library was going to be heated by hot water.

New Business:
a. Planning Commission:   the Planning Commission's meeting on 1/6 was emphasized and several members planned to attend.
b. Hydropower research:  Mike brought up some research that he had done re. Logan,Utah. Evidently, that community had replaced pressure reducing valves with hydro-electric turbines and had generated electricity in their town water system. Mike explained to the committee that Springfield had the potential for a similar plan.

Adjournment: Dave motioned (seconded by George) that we adjourn. All said aye. Meeting adjourned at 8:05.

Next meeting is January  21st
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