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 Energy Committee Minutes: July 16, 2015
The meeting was called to order at 6:35 PM by Char Osterlund

Present: Char Osterlund, Steve Clay-Young, Dave Yesman, Walter Martone, George McNaughton, and Frank Gould.
Secretary’s Report: Under “Library Audit H&V:”, the first sentence was corrected to read “The recent proposal to fund updates to the library heating system from steam to oil fired hot water was discussed.” It was moved by David Yesman and seconded by George McNaughton to approved the minutes as amended. Motion passed.
Insulation for library:
Mike Elliot from Building Supply in Brattleboro has looked at the site and has been requested to prepare a quote for insulating the roof on the old section of the building. He will also investigate whether there is any insulation currently present in the flat section of the roof. Steve Clay-Young noted that flat roofs were often intentionally not insulated because the heat escaping through the roof would control snow and ice accumulation, thereby reducing the load and stress on the roof. He recommended that before insulation is considered for the flat roof of the library, a structural analysis should be done to determine the load limit for that roof. David Yesman noted that the current request of Building Supply is to only determine if there is currently any insulation on the flat roof. David also noted that the energy audit did not include any blower door tests and/or infrared testing for heat loss. This is an important deficiency in the audit.
Streetlight conversions: 
The Town Manager reported at a recent Select Board meeting, that streetlights will be converted to LED fixtures as individual lights burn out. The anticipated cost will be $350 to $500 per light fixture. The Town Manager is also working with Efficiency Vermont to determine the expected energy and cost savings resulting from such conversions. By consensus it was decided to ask the Town Manager for clarification about the savings resulting from converting the Cobra Head fixtures versus the conversion of the other streetlight fixtures, and the differences in the cost of the conversions for the two different types of fixtures. Clarification was also requested on who is providing these quotes.
Frank Gould suggested that a possible way of reducing the cost of converting the fixtures would be to enlist the assistance of students in the electrical program at the River Valley Technical Center.
Revision of Chapter 9 of the Energy Chapter of the Town Plan: 
The section titled “Community Standards Relating to Planning and Energy, item number 1” and rewrites of that section provided by George McNaughton, were reviewed. It was moved by Steve Clay-Young and seconded by George McNaughton to accept the rewrites as presented. Motion passed. It was noted that under this section, the Planning Commission will have the ability to designate certain ridgelines as “scenic,” and therefore be given special consideration when determining the appropriateness of the siting of wind generators.
Under this same section, item number 2, there was discussion about the term “off-taker.” It was clarified that this term, in this context, means renewable energy producers that are not located in Springfield, but who are providing energy credits to Springfield consumers. The wording in this part is to encourage Springfield consumers to first consider securing their energy credits from Springfield producers. It was moved by Frank Gould and seconded by Dave Yesman to accept number 2 as presented in the draft by George McNaughton. Motion passed.
It was moved by Dave Yesman and seconded by Walter Martone to accept number 3 as presented in the draft by George McNaughton. Motion passed.
It was moved by Char Osterlund and seconded by George McNaughton to accept number 4 as presented in the draft by George McNaughton. Motion passed.
It was moved by Dave Yesman and seconded by Steve Clay-Young to accept number 5 as presented in the draft by George McNaughton. Motion passed.
George volunteered to do the formatting for this section and Char offered to do editing. The resulting copy will be forwarded in WORD and PDF format to the Town Manager, Bill Kearns, the Selectboard and to the Energy Committee members simultaneously.
Role of the energy committee:
It was suggested that the Energy Committee be more involved in the review of energy audits and reports (both draft and final), and that the Committee review and make recommendations on Town energy projects (both proposed and adopted). After discussion it was moved by Walter Martone  and seconded by George McNaughton to insert the following wording as the preamble of the Energy Chapter – “The town shall include the Energy Committee in all matters related to energy conservation, efficiency and renewable energy projects as outlined in this plan. The Energy Committee shall be notified by the zoning administrator and asked for comment on all zoning and planning action involving an energy project. The town government shall notify the Energy Committee of any town energy project or proposal and the Committee shall be allowed to comment and be involved in any energy audit including discussions prior to the report being made final.” Motion passed. 
Re-visit HAV library audit:
This item was tabled to a future meeting. 
PACE:
Char Osterlund contacted a number of Towns to determine their experience with the PACE Program. A chart was provided that summarized this data. Many of the comments were negative. Also the clarifications provided by PACE Administration, made it clear that if the town had to initiate legal actions to collect overdue or non-payments, the town could become liable for the attorney fees. It was also clear that the entity responsible for administering the PACE Program has not been clear and specific on all the rules and consequences of participation by towns in the program. By consensus the Energy Committee decided not to pursue PACE any further as a possible program for Springfield.

The agenda for the August meeting will include the following:
1. Efficiency Vermont workshops.
2. Library heating and ventilation system.
3. Street lights.

Adjournment:  It was moved by Dave Yesman and seconded by Char Osterlund to adjourn the meeting at 8:17 PM. Motion passed.
The next meeting is scheduled for August 20th at 6:30 P.M.
Respectfully submitted,
Walter Martone
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