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 Energy Committee Minutes: October 15, 2015
The meeting was called to order at 6: 35 PM by Char.

Present: Those attending included Char Osterlund, George McNaughton, Walter Martone, Mike Knoras and Jim Ball.

Secretary’s Report: The September minutes were approved.

Old Business: 
Update on Streetlights:  Char reported that the town owns 46 decorative streetlights and 11 cobra head lights.  Kathy Reynolds from Efficiency Vermont estimated that retrofitting a decorative light to LED would save $85 a year and that Efficiency Vermont might be able to give $100 towards each retrofit. The town manager has asked HB for a quote on the retrofit. GMP has no interest in taking over ownership of the cobra head streetlights.

Energy Chapter: Char announced that the energy chapter of the town plan was coming to the town planning commission on Wednesday, 10/21 for approval and that she, George and Mike were planning to attend. There followed a brief discussion re. the state energy codes and their impact upon Chapter 9. Finally, Chuck Gregory had offered a brief addition on micro-hydro projects and the committee voted unanimously to include this in the energy plan.

New Business:
Energy Efficiency Funding: There followed a discussion re. the revolving fund, a fund generated through savings from each energy saving project that could then be contributed to a future project. Char showed the committee a copy of a letter she had drafted to remind the town manager and also the select board of the existence of this fund. George remembered that the select board had passed a resolution supporting the fund. Walter questioned the need for the fund stating that if a project was worthy of his support that he would vote for it regardless of the revolving fund and that the fund might just become a bookkeeping problem. Eventually, the committee voted unanimously to send Char's letter of support to the town manager in the form of an email.

Annual Report: The committee approved Dave Yesman's write-up for the town report with the suggestion that there be a thank-you included for the years of work donated by John Pugh and Mary Ann Remolador, and that Char’s name be added as the second coordinator
Solar Arrays: A motion was made by George McNaughton and seconded by Mike Knoras that the select board be more active re. the siting of, the aesthetics of, and the maintenance of solar arrays. This motion was made following the negative comments received re. the array built at the junction of routes 106 and 10. The motion passed unanimously and it was suggested that the results be forwarded to the town manager and to each select board member. 

Comprehensive Energy Plan: Finally, there was a discussion re. the State's draft of future energy saving goals; especially the goal of reducing by 15% the energy use/capita by 2025. George made the point that if the town of Springfield was successful in attracting significant new industry and thus additional employment opportunities to the town, that energy use per capita would increase thus working against the state's goal. Walter moved and Mike seconded a motion that George send a letter to the Public Service Department stating our concerns. The motion passed unanimously.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:05 PM.
Next Energy Committee Meeting: November 19
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