Town of Springfield — Cemetery Commissioners
Regular Meeting
Selectmen’s Hall - 96 Main Street - Third Floor

Wednesday, May 20, 2015

Commissioners present: Gerald Patch, John Swanson, Hugh Putnam and Barbara A. Courchesne,
Ex-Officio.

The meeting was called to order at 5:07 PM by Vice-Chair, Gerald Patch.

Additions to the Agenda: Discussion of a complaint that was received by the Town Clerk regarding
a potential disturbance at the Pine Grove Cemetery was added under Cemetery Update.

Approval of Minutes: John Swanson Moved and Hugh Putnam seconded to approve Organizational
Minutes and Regular Meeting Minutes from April 15, 2015. No Discussion. Motion passed
unanimously.

Cemetery Update:

e Land Purchase: Due to Scott Page’s absence discussion regarding the land purchase was
tabled to next meeting Scott continues to work with Charlie Blish and the church.

e Pine Grove: Barbara Courchesne put the Commission on notice that a complaint of a
potential disturbance to a grave site occurring on May 10, 2015 had been reported to her. The
complaint is currently being investigated by her office, the Sexton and Public Works Director
and Scott Page to see if there was a violation.

Summer Hill Fountain: John Swanson reported that the concrete fountain is in bad shape. The
centerpiece is cracking and will probably fall over. He suggested it be removed and the space used
for urn burials. Hugh Putnam questioned whether it belonged to the Town, was donated or belonged
to a family. The fountain looks a bit like one that was originally in the Town’s square. Jerry Patch
indicated that water had been disconnected long ago. John Swanson will talk with Public Works
about the removal of it and the costs. Jerry Patch stated it's a potential liability and will talk with John
Tarbell to see what he recalls about it from his days as a Public Works supervisor.

Geocaching Request: Commission addressed the request of Geoff Adnams for permission to place
a small container containing trinkets in the Summer Hill Cemetery near the Woodbury Road entrance.
The coordinates of which would then be reported to the National Geocache governing body for
release to the geocache community.

Motion was made by John Swanson and seconded by Hugh Putnam to allow the Adnams geocache
box to be placed in the Cemetery at Summer Hill. Discussion ensued regarding the respectfulness of
the cemetery. By unanimous vote the Motion did not pass.

Commission asked that the Town Clerk respond in writing to Geoff Adnams the results of the
Commission’s decision and to seek the permission of the Select Board if he were considering placing
a geocache on any other town owned property.



Damage and Repairs: All Cemeteries require considerable repairs to stones. Metal pins are rusted
off. Granite holds well, marble falls apart and slate usually deteriorates. Walker Gill has pyramids
that can be repaired but require heavy lifting. Hugh Putnam feels that the Commission may not be
legally bound but is morally bound to do repairs to gravestones at Summer Hill out of respect for the
prominent and founding fathers of Springfield that are buried there. Some of the headstones from
1800s are no longer readable. Money and time is needed, however, it's possible that volunteers,
after instruction, could do this work. Weathersfield cemetery has “work days” to straighten and do
what needs to be done. Hugh Putnam will invite Julia Lioyd Wright to the next meeting to speak to
the Commission about repairs, organizing volunteers and taking inventory. Discussion ensued about
the cost to fix a headstone. Water gets in collar, splits and stone flops.

Friends of the Cemetery: An entity with by-laws, tax identification, treasurer and management is an
extensive and big project for someone to take on creating and keeping track of, all of which cannot be
under the Town’s tax identification number. Currently, donated money is deposited into Perpetual
Care Fund, the income realized from the fund’s investments is then paid back to the town each fiscal
year to offset operation and maintenance of the cemeteries. With Select Board approval it is possible
to fund raise money for a specific project with an end date, create a short-term project specific
account and then close the account at the end date of the project.

Future Agenda Items:

Speaker Julia Lloyd Wright
Summer Hill Fountain
Damage and Repairs
Land Purchase

Adjournment: At 6:00 p.m. John Swanson motioned to adjourn, Hugh Putnam seconded. Meeting
adjourned.

Barbara A. c(>/urchesne }LC

Cemetery Commissioner, Ex-Officio

Next Meeting will be Wednesday, June 17, 2015 at 5:00 P.M. in the Selectmen’s Meeting Hall



