Notice of Public Hearing
Town of Springfield Vermont Planning Commission will hold a public hearing on June 3, 2015 at 7 PM at 96 Main St., 3rd floor of the Town Hall, Springfield, VT, to receive public input on the proposed amendments to the Zoning Bylaws of the Town of Springfield in accordance with 24 VSA §§4441 and 4444. The proposed amendments would amend Section 6.3 of Article 6 of the Springfield Zoning Regulations, which were last generally amended and adopted in 1999, 2007 and 2014, and amended in minor part in 2009 and 2012.
The text the Springfield Zoning Regulations proposed amendment as follows: 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Section 6.3 	Violations and Enforcement  
(A)	Violations and Penalties.  The commencement or continuation of any development or use that is not in conformance with the provisions of this bylaw shall constitute a violation.  
All violations shall be pursued in accordance with the Act [§§4451, 4452].  The Administrative Officer shall initiate appropriate action in the name of the Town to enforce the provisions of these bylaws. 
A violation of this Ordinance shall be a civil matter enforced in accordance with the provisions 24 V.S.A. '1974a and '1977 as amended, et seq. and as described below:
A penalty of $100 shall be imposed for the initial violation of any provision of this Ordinance. The penalty for the second offense within a one year period shall be $250, and the penalty for each subsequent violation within a one year period shall be $500. As per statute, in cases where a violation is not contested, a “waiver fee” shall be paid in the amounts of: $50 for the first offense, $125 for the second offense within a one year period, and $250 for each subsequent offense within a one year period. Each day that a violation continues will constitute a separate violation of this Ordinance.
	If the above enforcement strategy is not sufficient to deter violations, enforcement proceedings may also be initiated pursuant to 24 V.S.A. 4451, et. seq. as they exist or are hereafter amended or revised. These additional penalties may be up to $200 per day (with each day constituting a separate violation), and issuance of injunctions. Regarding enforcement actions under 24 V.S.A. 4451, et seq., no action may be brought unless the alleged offender has had at least seven (7) days’ notice by certified mail that a violation exists.  The warning notice shall state that a violation exists; that the alleged offender has an opportunity to cure the violation within the seven days and that the alleged offender will not be entitled to an additional warning notice for a violation occurring after the seven days.  The issuance of a notice of violation may be appealed in accordance with Section 6.1.  Action may be brought without notice and opportunity to cure if the alleged offender repeats the violation of the bylaw after the seven-day notice period and within the next succeeding twelve (12) months.
All fines imposed and collected for violations shall be paid over to the Town.
Issuing officials authorized to enforce these Zoning Regulations include the Springfield Town Manager, Administrative Officer, and/or Constable. 
(B)	Limitations on Enforcement.  
The proposed text, along with the draft of the Report required by 24 VSA §4441, will be posted on the Town website springfieldvt.govoffice2.com on or before May 15, 2015. 
The purpose is to add an enforcement tool of Citation to the Judicial Bureau in addition to the current enforcement tool. Because it describes enforcement, the Amendment will affect every area of the Town of Springfield.
For information you may call the Springfield Administrative Officer, Bill Kearns, at Tel. 885-2104.
Wilbur Horton, Jr., Chair, Springfield Planning Commission
