MINUTES
PLANNING COMMISSION
Wednesday – March 2 2016 – 7 PM

A.	CALL TO ORDER: The Chair called the meeting of the Planning Commission to order at 7:00 PM.

B.	ROLL CALL: Members present: Mike Knoras, Judith Stern, Chuck Gregory, Wilbur Horton, Walter Clark, Tom Hall and Richard Filion. Non-voting member present: George McNaughton.
	Members absent: Scott Frye.	Nonvoting member absent: Bill Roberson.
	Also present were: Lori Claffee, Scott Farr, Zack McLaughlin, and Dan Potter of the SWCRPC.
	Also absent was Bill Kearns, Secretary of the Planning Commission and Zoning Administrator.

C.	DISCUSSION:

Town Plan, continue work on amending Town Plan – Housing Chapter. 

The Chair turned the discussion of the housing chapter over to Dan Potter, who addressed the changes he made to the housing chapter in conformity with what the Planning Commission discussed and decided at the February 2016 meeting.

On page 1:  Deleted the word “highly” in the housing types. 

On page 2: question: are rooming houses included in the definition of “1 Unit” in Table 5.2. 
The answer is yes.

On page 3: in Table 5.3 you change the number of subsidized units for Ludlow 282 and for Windsor to 156. Dan did not talk to Bill Morlock with regard to the Springfield housing on the question of whether or not there are elderly on the waiting list for housing at 80 Main Street, or 1 Mineral Street.

On page 4: George McNaughton asked what was the relevance of mentioning the shelters in Brattleboro and White River Junction. A discussion ensued. Judith Stern stated that the people from Springfield use the shelters. Reference to the shelters was left in the Homeless Housing paragraph. Lori Claffee asked about changing the wording in paragraph “Congregate Housing”. Discussion ensued. Dennis complained why putting a question into this paragraph should not be added and all agreed that it was covered elsewhere in the housing section. Wilbur Horton commented on the term “Congregate Housing” and asked if there could be another name that could be used in place of “congregate”. Discussion also took place, group homes and George McNaughton asked why the, group homes portion was removed. Chuck Gregory made the following motion:
MOTION: Chuck Gregory moved, 2nd by Tom Hall to add the group homes portion back into the chapter at this spot. 
There was discussion on the motion and the motion was defeated 2 yes to 5 no.

On page 5: There were no corrections.

On page 6: Table 5.5. There was a question relative to median housing income as opposed to per capita income in Springfield. Dan stated that very low data points could be pulling the per capita income number which would not be reflected in the median numbers. This is reflected in Dan Potter’s, number 4 to the side of the text. On this page Dan added the website for the report on which the Stata was based. Dan deleted a portion of the section on neighborhood needs for the reasons set forth in his comment.

On page 7: With regard to Neighborhood Associations, Walter Clark asked whether or not as other associations get incorporated will the town plan had to be amended to include these new associations. The answer was no, not until the next update of the town plan. In goal number 2, Add wording to say, “We have a fun in place to accomplish Goal 2.”  Dan will add a statement in his update.

On page 8: in number 4 of objectives, Lori Claffee had questions on number 4 and George McNaughton stated that if number 4 was changed, as Lori Claffee requested it could cause problems with the Fair Housing laws. Dan will add wording to an objective number 10, regarding Congregate Housing. Dan also added wording on the objective number 8 to read “Continue to require…” And he added, “for potential” etc. in objective 9. George McNaughton asked that the “East Central Plan” into the objective number 16.

Education Chapter

[bookmark: _GoBack]Dan presented the highly edited Education Chapter. The discussion then turned on the potential graduate program in Springfield, and this discussion carried on for quite a while. Zach Mc of the Laughlin and Scott Farr will get into more detail on this chapter and work with Dan Potter to edit education chapter and come back to the planning commission with more practical information. The discussion then turned on Act 68 and other Acts was presented by Zach McLachlan and how these Acts would or could affect Springfield in the future.

D.	MINUTES:	 Approval of minutes for February 3, 2016. Walter Clark presented several corrections to spelling and typos, which were adopted.
MOTION by Mike Knoras, 2nd by Richard Filion to approve the minutes of February 3, 2016, as amended. There was no further discussion. The motion passed unanimously.

E.	NEW BUSINESS:   None

F.	OLD BUSINESS:	 None 

G.	COMMUNICATIONS:  None
	
H.	ADJOURNMENT: On motion duly made by Richard Filion, 2nd by Mike Knoras, there being no further business to come before the meeting, the meeting was adjourned at 8:53 PM. 
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