MINUTES
PLANNING COMMISSION
Wednesday – April 6, 2016 – 7 PM

A.	CALL TO ORDER: The Chair called the meeting of the Planning Commission to order at 7:02 PM.

B.	ROLL CALL: Members present: Walter Clark, Richard Filion, Mike Knoras, Chuck Gregory, Lori Claffee, Tom Hall, Wilbur Horton and Judith Stern Non-voting members present: George McNaughton and Walter Martone.
	
	Also present were: Kristi Morris, Becky Thomas, Bill Kuch, Amanda Rundle and Dan Potter of the SWCRPC.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Also present was Bill Kearns, Secretary of the Planning Commission and Zoning Administrator.

Applicant for PC: Amanda Rundle. The Chair recognized Amanda Rundle, and invited her to address the Planning Commission with regard to her desire to be a member of the Commission. Several of the members asked her questions to which she responded, and after the discussion was completed, there was a motion by Chuck Gregory, 2nd Mike Knoras to recommend her to the Selectboard for appointment to the Planning Commission. The motion passed unanimously.

The Chair then invited Amanda Rundle to sit at the table with the Commission and join in discussion if she wished. She did.

C.	DISCUSSION:
Town Plan
Because there were persons present, who were interested in the discussion on including, or not, a Health Chapter in the Town Plan, the chair asked the Commission if they would proceed to number 3, There being no objection the chair turned the discussion to number 3 on the agenda.
3.	Discussion regarding the chapters to be discussed at next meetings. 
	[Chapters not yet discussed by PC: 1. Introduction, 2. Cultural and Historic Resources, 3. Natural and Scenic Resources, 7. Transportation 8. Utilities and Facilities, 12. Implementation and Relationship to other Plans. The Selectboard has asked for a chapter dealing with health. Persons have offered such a chapter. Discuss having such a chapter in Town Plan.]
Walter Clark stated that the Commission had decided not to include a health chapter in the Town Plan, and the Commission would stick to the items that were originally sent by the Selectboard for the Commission to work on 1st. However, the Selectboard at its meeting considering amendments to the Town Plan, after discussion, had decided 3 to 2 to have the Commission include such a chapter in the Town Plan. 
Becky Thomas, who works for the State Health Department, stated that they are very much interested in having a health chapter, had worked on it, and would like to work on it some more before it is presented to the Planning Commission for discussion. She stated that there is support for it in the community and there are people willing to work on it. Wilbur Horton responded that his understanding of the Selectboard’s request to the planning commission at the time it had approved the last version of the Town Plan was for the planning commission to work on a list of topics that the Selectboard stated were important to address first, and after those things were completed, bring that version of the Plan back to the Selectboard for adoption. At this point, the members of the commission referred to the list of deferred changes that were prepared by George McNaughton about a year ago, and given to the Commission at that time.
Becky Thomas reiterated the interest of the community and having a health chapter. Mike Knoras asked if other towns had such a chapter and was told by Becky Thomas that Woodstock and several LaMoille County Towns. In response to further questioning she stated that the health chapter sets goals and has language encouraging healthy environments and activities. She stated that at this time the Health Department, the hospital and a community health team work together to promote health at all times within the community. 
Walter Clark stated that we needed to tighten up the procedures in order to have a more efficient way of updating the town plan, including amending proposals that are sent to the commission. The emails back and forth, especially right before the meeting, make it very confusing and not helpful. 
Chuck Gregory agreed with Walter Clark that we need a specific process for proceeding with amending a Town Plan, as several of his amendments to an earlier chapter were not included in any of the discussion, and there has to be a way so that the members can depend on a process to be sure their amendments are considered.
Getting back to discussion on whether or not to do a health chapter, Wilbur Horton and Walter Martone suggested that we need to finish the work that the Selectboard requested of us, and then consideration can be given to including a health chapter. Walter Martone stated that he would like to see a health chapter in the Plan, even though it is not required by statute. He is familiar with health chapters in communities, which he has worked in before. He noted that volunteers are willing to work on it, and if the commission wanted to, it could wait until all the other work is done before taking up the health chapter. Lori Claffee stated that she thinks it should be in the Town Plan. She suggested that we vote on its inclusion.
MOTION by Mike Knoras, 2nd Lori Claffee that the planning commission reconsider its refusal to have a health chapter included in the Town Plan.
There being no further discussion on the motion, the Chair called the question and it passed unanimously.
MOTION by Lori Claffee, 2nd Mike Knoras that the planning commission should include a health chapter in the town plan, and that the planning commission will develop a health chapter, after the deferred changes to other chapters, as requested by the Selectboard a year ago, are completed.
There being no further discussion on the motion, the Chair called for a vote and the motion passed unanimously.
George McNaughton stated, if there was no objection from the commission, he would work with the group on the health chapter and bring it back to the Commission when it is completed. There was no objection to this being done by George McNaughton. 

There was a discussion of what chapters the Commission will be able to complete prior to the end of the contract services with the RPC per the grant agreement. Dan Potter stated that the following were done: 
· Flood Resiliency.
· Land Use.
· Economic Development.
· Energy.
· Housing
Dan Potter stated that the following are in process and could be done by the last meeting under the grant, which would be the May meeting:
· Education
· Recreation
· Natural Resources.
The Chair then returned to item number 1 on the agenda.
	1. Report on chapters reviewed by the Selectboard:
· At its 1st public hearing on Chapter 10 Economic Development, the Selectboard accepted the Chapter, as written, except for a non-substantial edit on page 8, amending the word “northeast” to “northwest”, as follows: 
One Hundred River Street and Plaza Commercial Area
This area is located to the northwest of downtown along River Street.  
· at its 1st public hearing on Chapter 11 Land Use, the Selectboard accepted the Chapter, as written, except that on page 15, the Selectboard struck in its entirety objective number 7, which stated:
· 7.	Improve the quality and condition of existing housing in the downtown and encourage housing as one of the redevelopment options for dilapidated or underused buildings.  

Discussion: The planning commission may review and comment on Chapter 11 Land Use as amended, and send a comment back to the Selectboard.

MOTION Mike Knoras moved, 2nd by Chuck Gregory, as to chapter 11, to accept the amendments made by the Selectboard and return the chapter to the Selectboard with the recommendation that the Selectboard approve it as amended. The motion passed unanimously.
 
2. 	Continue the review of the Town Plan:

Education Chapter. 
The Chair turned the attention to the education chapter and called upon Dan Potter to lead the discussion. Dan stated that the education chapter had been cleaned up and then George McNaughton had made some changes which are included in the version presented at the meeting.
Page 1 - Dan Potter discussed the chart and pointed out that in the second paragraph, the number “30” needs to be verified. Dan would do that with school.
Page 2 - edits were made to the 1st sentence is a request by Walter Martone.
Page 3 - in the paragraph above the chart take out the phrase “as was recommended in the last Town Plan.” In the paragraph just below the chart take out the reference to the fire with regard to the high school. Delete the paragraph right above Home Schooling.
Page 4 – what is there is fine. George McNaughton discussed the negative effects that act 46 might have on Springfield if the Weathersfield students were lost. Dan Potter suggested that he put in a discussion of what act 46 is and its effects on Springfield schools. Dan will work on the sentences. George will get back with the superintendent of schools and get some discussion from him on this topic. George will then submit that to Dan.
Page 5 – at the very top of page take out “3 River Valley Regional Business educational Partnership”
Page 6 – there was a discussion of the need for a goal with regard to AA degrees through HDEC, which cost would be discussed at the end of this chapter. With regard to EDP change to show that advisors are available at Springfield CCV, but delete other locations, and also delete “The program is flexible and cost-effective.” At the bottom of the page take out all the “our” and replace it with “the”.
Page 7 – in the very 1st paragraph take out “in person” in the next to last sentence.
Page 8 – in the highlighted middle paragraph, strikeout “full range” in the third line. At the bottom of the page. Goal number 2
the page, goal number 2. break into 2 sentences, the 2nd sentence beginning with “Conducting”.
Page 9 – under the education objectives take out the beginning phrase “In furtherance of Education Goal 2, above.” wherever it occurs.
Page 10 ad objective 13 with regard to the encouragement of allowing for associate degrees at HDEC and in number 11, and “in these fields.” to the end of the sentence
This ended the discussion on the Education Chapter. Dan Potter will make the corrections and bring it back to the Commission

The next chapters to be done are Recreation, which will be done next meeting, and Natural Resources, if there is time at the next meeting. George McNaughton stated that Dan Potter has the Natural Resources version prepared by him.
4.	Discussion to set a date for Public Hearing on the new “rooming house amendments” to Regulations.
It was agreed that there would be a public hearing on the proposed Zoning Regulation “Rooming
House” beginning at 6:30 on June 1, 2016. After the public hearing, as part of the regular hearing, would be a meeting with Jason Rasmussen of the SWCRPC regarding the planning process of the Town and Springfield and whether it is sufficient.

D.	MINUTES:	 Approval of minutes for March 2, 2016. Typos were noted on page 2 of the Minutes. Those were corrected and Mike Knoras moved, 2nd by Richard Filion to approve the minutes as corrected.

F.	OLD BUSINESS:	There was none

G.	NEW BUSINESS:  Mike Knoras asked if we were governed by rules of procedure and rules of conduct, etc. Bill Kearns stated yes that we were governed by Roberts’s rules of order and there were rules of conduct, which he would find and send out to the Commissioners.

At the July meeting the Planning Commission will hold a Public Hearing on the Town Plan as amended by the chapters that will be completed by the Commission at the May meeting.

Next meeting. There will be a real organizational meeting for the selection of Chair, Vice Chair and Secretary.

H.	ADJOURNMENT: The meeting was adjourned at 9:05 PM.
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